hnstmas

| /R - KERRE

am

fif

9 p .
ngimmwmﬁm&ﬂﬁ*m“




Rl NEEEE (B DKHHKE IR &

o5 + % B B K
)

@), s axmm

@ LONGMAN #X



Simplitied edition © Longman Group UK Limited 1988

This edition of A Christmas Carol with the Chinese translation (in
simplified Chinese characters) is published by arrangement with
Addison Wesley Longman Limited, London and
Longman Asia Limited, Hong Kong.

Licensed for sale in the mainland territory of
the People’s Republic of China only.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the
prior written permission of the Publishers.

AARFIE 2 CF R, ARG AR 2 5 R
RGP R, WskaBie
AEEFIR A 4 ARSEE N HE
AE SR A, HEMA Db
FLFC B P bm s & 248 R BB Z A,

A R RIS A B TER -

B .09 — 1995 - 035 &

B ST XS R BR B R A (=5
ERER(EEF)
ERE-KESEE [(XID.KFEXE I BE

EE G RRAL R R AT
EMERPRISF UG
BB IEMWA R A
FmME NN 979 FAH AN 18 B
cEFEBHEELEH
LwwepR+ T BR

FA T8I0 U2 EIEK3.25 #MA3 FI 58,000
1974 8 AM I 20004F 5 A% 2 KD
EP¥: 10,001 - 15,000

ISBN 7-5327-1938-3/H-348
EHr: 6.507T




Scrooge

% ol




Scrooge goes with the Ghost of Christmas Past
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The spirit shows Scrooge his own grave
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Introduction

Charles Dickens

Charles Dickens was born in 1812. He was
thirty-one years old and already a very successful
novelist when A Christmas Carol first appeared
in 1843. By that time he had already written the
Pickwick Papers (1836-37) and the novels Oliver
Twist (1838), Nicholas Nickleby (1839) and The ol
Curiosity Shop (1841). But it had not been easy
for Dickens to become the best-selling writer in
English in his time.

Charles was the son of a clerk in a govern-
ment office. His father spent too much, and like
Mr Micawber in Dickens’s David Copperfield
written in 1849, he was sent to prison because he
owed money and could not pay it back. Caro-
line’s husband in Chapter Four in this book is
afraid of being sent to prison for owing money to
a man without mercy. Sending a man to prison
until he had paid the money he owed seems Very
silly to us today, but it was the law in Dickens’s
time. Perhaps Dickens’s books helped to show
the foolishness as well as the unkindness of such
treatment, since Dickens could make his readers
not only weep but laugh at foolishness. The
result, for Charles Dickens himself, of his father’s
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Introduction

imprisonment was very bad. He was twelve
years old when his father went to prison, and
Charles himself had to go to work. It was very
unpleasant work, and the pay and conditions
were very bad.

For us, Dickens’s early troubles have meant
stories by a writer who really knew poor people
and the difficulty of their lives. He understood
them, and his books probably did more than
anything else to make life better for them.

After this book was printed and ready to be
sold in time for Christmas 1843, the writer had a
short Christmas holiday and enjoyed himself like
Scrooge at Fred’s party in the last chapter of this
book. The book, in a red and gold hard cover,
price five shillings (twenty-five pence), was a
great success. By Christmas Eve the bookshops
had sold six thousand copies, and orders were
coming in from all parts of the country. Lord
Jeffrey wrote to Dickens:

Blessings on your kind heart ... you can be
sure you have done more good by this little
book, caused more kind feelings, and made
more people give freely to help the poor and
suffering than all the words in churches.

Unfortunately the price of five shillings was
high for a book of the kind at that time, but the
cost of printing and adding coloured drawings
was high too, so the amount Dickens himself
received was not great.
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Introduction

Christmas in London in 1843

London in 1843 was a rather dirty town. The
crowded houses were heated by coal fires (like
Scrooge’s office), and the smoke, mixed with low
cloud, made fogs far worse than they are today.
At the same time, if there was no fog and the
smoke could rise, cold weather brought cleaner
air - there were no cars, trucks or oil-fired
engines — and snow was white and clean.

Before Christmas and on Christmas Day,
people sang carols, joyful songs with words like:

God rest you merry, gentlemen ...
or:
Christmas is coming, the geese are getting
fat,
Please put a penny in the old man’s hat.

It was a time for giving. People gave presents
to their children, and money and other help to
the poor. Such help was needed because people
had not yet learnt to make the care of the poor,
the sick and the unfortunate a public duty. You
have an example in this book of two gentlemen
trying to get money from Scrooge, saying:
“Many thousands are cold and have no food, and
many have no home to go to.”

Those who had enough money had a big
family dinner after coming home from church. A
Christmas dinner is described in this book: goose
(or turkey for those with more money) with
vegetables, followed by Christmas pudding.
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Chapter 1
Marley’s ghost

The names on the door of the office were
SCROOGE AND MARLEY.

Marley was dead. He died seven years ago.

Scrooge never painted out Marley’s name.
There it was, years afterwards, on the office door:
SCROOGE AND MARLEY. The business was known as
Scrooge and Marley. Sometimes people who did
not know the business called Scrooge “Scrooge”,
and sometimes they called him “Marley”, but
he answered to both names. He didn’t mind
what he was called.

He was a hard man with money, hard as
stone. He was a secret man, friendless and alone.
The coldness inside him froze his old face. His
eyes were red. His thin lips were blue. You
could see cold in his way of walking. He carried
this coldness with him always, wherever he
went. It made his office cold in the summer, and
at Christmas time it was even colder.

No one ever stopped Scrooge in the street to
say, “My dear Scrooge, how are you? When will
you come and see me?” No poor people asked
him for a penny. No children asked him, “What
time is it?” No man or woman had ever asked
him to tell them the way to a place. Even the
blind men’s dogs seemed to know him and,
when they saw him coming, they pulled their



