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I WOULD LIKE TO PEPICATE
THIS BOOK TO A HECK OF A GUY,
THE FELLA MOST RESPONSIBLE
FOR THE SUCCESS OF THIS BOOK
AND A CLOSE, PERSONAL,
PEAR, PEAR FRIEND... ME
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It may have been destined from the very beginning that
Jim Davis would create Garfield. Jim grew up on a small
farm in Fairmount, Indiana, surrounded by 25 cats. He
was asthmatic as a child and was stuck indoors with his
paper, pencil, and imagination to play with. It was the
imagination that did it.

Jim attended Bali State University as an art and business

major and received such honors as one of the lowest cumu-

lative grade point ratios in the history of the university.

After coliege, Jim went 10 work for an advertising agency,
during which time he met his wife Carolyn, a gifted alto
with the Ball State University Singers. (Its been rumored
that she tried to teach Jim to sing but gave up in defeat.)

In 1969, Jim started working with Tom Ryan on the syn-
dicated comic strip “Tumbleweeds Jim's first attempt at
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his own strip was “Gnorm the Gant’ Gnorm, however,
went down in defeat. The syndicates felt it might be a
little difficult for readers to relate to a bug.

After months of waiting for that all-important decision,
Garfield was accepted in January of 1978 by United
Feature Syndicate.

Paws, Inc., an art facility for all Garfield merchandising, -

is the only studio in existence for a licensed character.
The Paws staff grew from three people to fifteen in one
years time.

The Garfield strip is now in over 1,400 papers, making it
the fastest growing strip in history. Merchandising for
Garfield is worldwide.

With all his success, Jim's favorite things in life are still
simple —good friends and good food.
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