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Pride and Prejudice

(It happened in Old England. . .in the

village of Meryton. . .)

Mr. Beck Either the shell - pink gauze
of muslin or the thick gabar-
dine would be most becom-
ing to your daughter, Mrs.
Bennet.

Mrs. Bennet Now, let me see. Yes,
Yes. The pink suits you,
Jane. And now, we’ Il see
whether the blue is becom-
ing to you, Lizzy. Send up
the yard.

Mr. Beck Several young ladies have

bought new gowns for the

But,

will be more modish than this

Assembly Ball. none

muslin, Madame.

Mrs. Bennet Isn’t it soften when it’ s
worn?
Lizzy Mine is, mama. It’ s been

worn for three years.

Mr. Beck Ah , our fashion decrees
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muslin this season , Mad-

ame.

Lizzy That should be good enough

for us, shouldn’t it, Jane?
Jane Yes.
Mr. Beck Then, the pink for Miss Jane
and blue for Miss Elizabeth.

Lizzy | know exactly how | want
| shall look very

mine cut.
worldly .
Jane How shall | look?
Lizzy Adorable,
ways!
Jane Oh, Lizzy!
Lizzy Uh - hmm.
Assistant Oh, Mr.
Look!
Mrs. Bennet Looks — a — day! What’s
the commotion? Just look at
the carriage, my lamb! And

my love. As al-

Beck! Mr. Beck!

those exquisite young men!
They must
straight to Court!

have come

Jane Oh, look! They’ re getting

out.
Mrs. Bennet Have. .. have you heard
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any of neighbours say if
they’ re expecting visitors?
Jane No, mama. Who do you sup-

pose would be entertaining
people of fashion like these?

Mrs. Bennet Mr. Beck, ah, send old
Flynn and find out if they’ re
stopping in the vicinity. Ah,
ah, slyly, of course.

Mr. Beck The hustler will tell us.

Lizzy Lah, here comes aunt Phillips
as if something were after :

her!

Mrs. Bennet Looks - a — day! My sis-
ter has lost all sense of
decorum!

Jane Aunt Phillips! Oh! Why such

haste?

Mrs. Phillips Oh!

Jane You’re out of breath.

Mrs. Phillips | saw your carriage out-
side. My dear, such news!
Did you see them?

Mrs. Bennet Of course, we saw them.
Who are they, sister?

Mrs. Phillips They’ re the new tenants
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of Netherfield Park.

Mrs. Bennet Netherfield Park is let, at
last!

Mrs. Phillips And to a young man of
importance! His name is
Bingley .

Jane |s the young woman Mrs.
Bingley?

Mrs. Phillips No, dear. That’ s the
pleasantest part of it. She’s
his sister!

Jane She’s his sister, Lizzy.
Lizzy Who' s the other gentleman,
aunt Phillips?

Mrs. Phillips Oh, | don’t know. Some
friend, | suppose. Oh! But,
let me tell you about Mr.
Bingley. He’s very rich! He
has five thousand pounds a
year.

Mrs. Bennet Five thousand pounds
and unmarried! That’ s the
most heartening piece of
news since the Battle of Wa-
terloo!

Mrs. Phillips You couldn’t see how
handsome and elegant he
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is! :
Mr. Beck Excuse me, Madame. The @ EI%%& FTN&, kA, BE

second gentleman’s name is KENBFTMHIEARE, HBH
Darcy. The two carriages | MEERARME. AW
and the dogs are his. The BEDERERALLEN.
chaise belongs to Mr. Bing- :
ley. :

Lizzy Two carriages and one, two, HE S EM— . =@
three, four, five, six liveried : A ANTHBEHBEOIA
servants! My world! This Mr. | BRNER! X TREEE

Darcy must also be rich! —EBRER.

Mrs. Bennet | wonder if he’s married? MEAXK REEMBESLEET?

Lady Lucas Oh! Mrs. Bennet! | BENEA B, HE AR RER
thought we” d find you here. 1% 723X JL 3% Bl Re RN
Good morning, Mrs. FL,ERM KK FF T A,
Phillips, Elizabeth, Jane. | %o MRS KSR
: XAHEE!

just had to come in and tell

you the news! :
Mrs. Bennet Dear Lady Lucas, you | M&kX REM&FHEA, HRA

don’ t mean about the new RIEH XM E R E
tenants of Netherfield? 7 I

Lady Lucas Ye...Oh! You've heard it & MFMXA SR ! REZY
already . BT o

Mrs. Bennet Yes, dear. MEAkX 2%, REM

Mrs. Phillips Mr. Bingley has five | WMAX RFIEEFWATTH.
thousand pounds a year. '

Mrs. Bennet Who is this Mr. Darcy? | MiikX ik set REIFALG?
»
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Lady Lucas He’ s Mr.
guest. They’ re inseparable
friends. He’ s one of the

Bingley’ s

Darcys of Pembley .

Mrs. Bennet Oh! Mr. Darcy of Pemb-
ley! Is that all you know
about him?

Lady Lucas Wha. ..Oh! You mean, is
he married? No, dear, no.
He isn’t married. And, he's
even richer than Mr. Bing-
ley. The Pembley estates
and all are worth a clear ten
thousand a year.

Mrs. Bennet Ten thou. ..
nate to have two eligible

Isn’t it fortu-

young men coming to the
neighborhood? Perhaps one
of them will fall in love with
your Charlotte.

Charlotte Oh! Not if he sees Jane or

Lizzy first!
Lady Lucas You may not have beauty,
my lamb, but you have

character. And, some men
prefer it.
Mrs. Bennet How true, Lady Lucas.
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That’ s why girls who have
both are doubly fortunate.
Come, my dears.

Mrs. Bennet The dressmakers will call

for the muslin, Mr. Beck.
Jane Come for chaise, mama?

Mrs. Bennet Shh. Good morning. La-
dy Lucas.

Lady Lucas Oh! Good morning. Mrs
Bennet. We shall meet at the
Assembly Ball, of course.

Mrs. Bennet Yes, indeed. Good -
bye, sister. Oh! You mustn’
t leave, Lady Lucas. Tell
Mr. Beck to show you that
exquisite piece of flower
damask. Good - bye!

Mrs. Phillips Good - bye.

Lady Lucas Good - bye.

Lizzy Good - bye, Lady Lucas.

Lady Lucas Good - bye, Lizzy.

Lzzy Come over to Longbourn,
Charlotte .
Jane Mama!

Mrs. Bennet Heaven only knows where

your sisters are! We must

get home at once!
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Jane But, mama, why?

Mrs. Bennet Your father must call on
Mr. Bingley and Mr. Darcy

If he
doesn’ t, the Lucases will.
That’ s what it looks like.

Mr. Beck But the damask, my lady. . .

Lady Lucas Oh, we’ll choose the ma-

this very afternoon.

terial some other time, Mr.
Beck. Come, Charlotte.
Hurry, my dear!

Mrs. Bennet Where are those girls?
Whenever | want them, |
never can find them.

Lizzy There’s Mary, mama.

Mrs. Bennet Oh! Mary! Mary! Isn’t
that just like the girl! Ah,
ah, Mary! Mary! Oh!

Mary Look, mama! | have just pur-

chased Burke’s essay on the

sublime and beautiful!

Mrs. Bennet You and your books! No
wonder you’ re compelled to
wear disfiguring glasses!
Oh. Where are Kitty and Ly-

dia?
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Lizzy Look for an officer in a red
coat and you’ |l find them.
Mrs. Bennet Ah, yes, the officers!
Come, girls!

Lydia Is that the way you’ll treat a

wife, Mr. Wickham?
Mr. Wickham More likely to be the way
she will treat me, Miss Lydi-
a.
Jane Mama, there they are.
Mrs. Bennet Where?
Jane There. Look.
Lydia Kitty, there’s mama.
Mrs. Bennet Kitty! Lydia! Come here!

Mary Those two are getting sillier |

and sillier over officers. |
don’t know why you permit it,
mama.

Mrs. Bennet | had a weakness for the
military myself when | was

young.

Lydia Oh, mama! Do we have to
go home so soon? We just
met the most fascinating new

officer!
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37 T
Kity A Mr. Wickhain. He’s just | #% B 7M8EE4. tBIMA

joined the Black Shoes. He’s FEHo b HEEA!
charming! ‘

Mrs. Bennet® Yes, | suppose he's very | MEAR S84, BABARMRIT AL
delightful! Oh, dear! Where | B,EX! BIEXE? B
is that coachman? Where is TRBWILE T B, A
Jennings? Oh, there he is! Al 53, R, 58 A

PIHEES8) T ! AR LEBRIL,
BFE) mMEREMIL K
IR B &) TSR 28 77 !

Now, come along, girls!
Don’ t dawdle! Stay where
you are, Jennings! Stay
where you are! We don’ t
have time to lose!

Mary Look, mama! Lady Lucas’s | HE BEUF, {0431 & & H7 K AH9

carriage! =k

Lady Lucas Pass them, Batings! Pass | SRMXA BaLsh(], mk! @it
thern! oA

Mrs. Bennet Overtake them, Jen- | Mkk #Babf), B! it
nings! Overtake them! 17!

Mrs. Bennet That’ s it, Jennings! | M#@kk TINT,E5H! HEX
That's it! REF

Mrs. Bennet That will teach her a les- | Migikk Fpx@m MUl sKEeE
son! Keep on going, Jen- e, e
nings! :

Mrs. Bennet | must tell your papa MBFAELK ROFLERMRMNEZEBX
about the visit! There’s no FANE. REEIR#E T !
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time to lose! Ah, go to the

drawing room, girls.
Matthews, could you help
polish the chaise? Mr. Ben-
net! Mr. Bennet! Mr. Ben-
net!

Mr. Bennet Yes, my dear?

Mrs. Bennet Mr. Bennet! Netherfield
Park has been let at last!

Mr. Bennet Uh - hmrn.

Mrs. Bennet Did you hear me? Nether-
field Park has been let at
last!

Mr. Bennet Indeed, Mrs. Bennet?
Mrs. Bennet Well, don’t you want to
hear who’ s taken it?

Mr. Bennet Well, if you want to tell
me, | have no objection to
hearing it.

Mrs. Bennet Mr. Bingley is his name.
And it seems he’s a young
man of large fortune! And
he’s single, my dear! Think
of it! What a fine thing for
our girls!

Mr. Bennet Is it?

Mrs. Bennet Mr. Bennet, you know
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perfectly well what | mean. |
am thinking of his marrying
one of our daughters.

Mr. Bennet Oh! Is that his design in
settling here?

Mrs. Bennet How can you talk so, Mr.
Bennet? This is a serious
matter! You must go and
visit him at once!

Mr. Bennet You and the girls go. Or,
better still, send the girls by
themselves. But you’ re as
handsome as any of them.
And Mr. Bingley may like
you best of all!

Mrs. Bennet Oh, well, my dear, you
flatter me. When a woman
has five grown — up daugh-
ters, She ought to give over
thinking of her own beauty.

Mr. Bennet Well, in most such cases,
a woman hasn’t much beau-
ty to think of, my dear.

Mrs. Bennet Now, seriously, Mr. Ben-
net, you must go and see
Mr. Bingley! If you don’t,
Sir William and Lady Lucas
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