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ABSTRACT

Based on the synchronical and diachronical comparative study of the tonal changes in the Southeast-
ern Chinese Dialects (SECD) on the bulky dialect data, this thesis intends to lay a foundation for the fur-
ther study of the history of Chinese phonology, dialectological grouping and the theories of sound change.

Solutions presented in this thesis can be summarized as follows:

1. Tonal changes in the SECD are both phonetically and lexically conditioned in tone split and tone
merger according to different dialect.

2. The laws of tonal changes in the SECD are different regarding to smooth tones and checked tones,
obstruent initials and sonorant initials, colloquial words and literary words.

3. The diverse patterns and changes of tones that reflect the different historical strata have resulted
from the influence of the Standard Chinese in different periods and the inter-dialect participation, and they
can also be accounted for by the phonetic and phonological factors and constraints,

4. Tonal changes are marked by different regional features show in the geographical distribution.

5. Tonal change is the sound change typical of lexical diffusion.

6. The pitch-and-category digits labeling is the ideal tone letters labeling method to mark clear the

tonal changes in multi-dialect comparative study.
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