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Abstract

On the History of CPC Policies Governing Ethnic Affairs is to make a
comprehensive, systematic and in — depth research into the historic
background, development process, historic characteristics, laws and ex-
periences in the establishment and development of the CPC policies gov-
erning ethnic affairs. This dissertation will explore the integration of the
universal laws of Marxist — Leninist theories concering ethnic affairs
with the actual practice in China, i. e. the natilization process of Marxist
theories of ethnic affairs; illustrate the process of the CPC% understand-
ing the realities of China% ethnic groups; probe the formulation and im-
plementation, structures and systems, functions and effects, essence and
features of the CPC ethnic affairs policies; compare the differences be-
tween these policies and those of earlier dynasties, those of other coun-
tries and governments; investigate the enrichment of Marxist theories of
ethnic affairs by the Chinese communists; discuss the adjustment, en-
richment and development of ethnic affairs policies under new circum-
stances, particularly under the socialist market economy. CPC policies
on ethnic affairs, which have been perfected from infancy into maturity,

have promoted the change of the Chinese nation from a self — being na-



Abstract I 9

tion to a self — conscious nation, and upgraded China from a kingdom to
a nation — state in the modern sense. This dissertation is divided into
nine parts as follows;

The first part, an introduction including three sections, illustrates
the academic norm and theoretic foundation, and analyzes the theoretic
resources and historical basis of the CPC policies on ethnic affairs. By
summarizing relevant academic researches and documents, this part
gives an academic definition and standardization to the basic concepts
such as nation, policy, ethnic affairs policy, CPC policies on ethnic af-
fairs, nation - state and other relevant contents. This part proves that the
current development and future of China is related to the CPC policies
governing ethnic affairs and the advancement of political civilization in
China. The CPC policies are the embodiment of socialist political civili-
zation. The policies on ethnic affairs of CPC, a party guided by Marx-
ism, are doubtlessly originated from Marxist ethnic affairs theories. On
the basis of a good understanding of Marxist theories of ethnic affairs and
the realistic ethnic issues of China, CPC creatively integrated the two
and formed its own theories resolving ethnic issues of China, which have
enriched and developed Marxist theories of ethnic affairs, and which are
also the theoretic foundation for CPC% policy making. The materialized
achievements made in the integration of different ethnic groups in China’
s history have laid the material foundation for the implementation of eth-
nic affairs policies. The thoughts and policies of earlier dynasties, which
constituted the historic and cultural heritage of China, and from which
we can perceive the national condition and ethnic relationship in Chinas
history, can be drawn upon for reference when the CPC formulates and

implements its ethnic affairs policies.
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The second part, which is divided into two sections, analyzes the
ethnic affairs policy from 1921 when the Communist Party of China was
founded to 1938 when the Sixth Plenary Session of the Sixth Party Cen-

tral Committee was held “to unite people of all ethnic groups
through peoples self — determination and federation” . The two sections
respectively analyze the historic background, theoretic basis, develop-
ment process, historic functions of the CPC% proposal of self ~ determi-
nation and federation, and its exploration of new policies fitting the real-
ities of ethnic groups while handling the actual problems in revolution.
In the early years after its founding, CPC held that it should unite people
of all ethnic groups through peoples self — determination and federation
and that the ethnic minorities should practice self — determination to war-
lord. However, since the Party centered its activities in cities, it knew
little about the ethnic minorities, and could not integrate Marxist — Len-

inist theories of ethnic affairs with the actual situation of China. So, the
Partys theories and policies on ethnic affairs was only lip ~ service in de-
clarations and resolutions. At that time, the Party mostly copied the pro-
posals of the Communist International and the practices of the former So-
viet Union. The Long March provided great opportunities for the Party to
connect with the ethnic minorities, deepened its understanding of the
ethnic minorities. Therefore, the Party, centering around the main tasks
of Chinese revolution, tried to explore new policies on and solutions to
ethnic issues in China by gradually integrating the ethnic issues with the
realities of Chinese revolution, proposed the preliminary thinking of re-
gional autonomy in the best interest of the ethnic minorities and a series
of policies and measures, and conducted preliminary practice in particu-

lar areas, all of which were important preparation for the formation of the



