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An Introduction to the Ching—-an Temple
(2) B 22F 813%

Ching-an Temple,also known as "Keelung Matsu Temple" s

y 2

located in the downtown district,No.1,Chung-Er Road is the ¥

three largest temples and as one of the eight tourist

attractions in keelung for its grandeur and elaborate ;
decoration.

Goddness Matsu,Holy mother of Heaven,the focus of worship }
at Ching-an Temple was an ordinary mortal name,Lin-Mu,she was i
born in Fu-Chin(4& & )Province at the period of Sung Dynasty
in the year,960-987. During her lifetime,she was renowned for
her benevolence to save the human being's soul as well as to ;
relieve them from poverty and diseases. Upon her death,she
was deified as the Goddness of Sea. Until now,the worshippers }

all over the world believe in her tremendous miracles and the

i
i
great Holy Spirit. X{
According to the account,the temple was found 186 years I
ago. In the Chien-Long(%: %45 4 1780),the immigrants from Fu- }
Chin province(#% & 4 )brought over incense used to worship Holy X
Matsu in Keelung. Initially,a small and crude temple was X
constructed at Niou-Chaur(4 #4 )harbor,Huu-Tzy( £ 4% )mountain
to pray for security and fortune. In 1815,Ching Dynasty(;& 23), 1
the temple was rebuilt by the local elders and disciples over 1
their donations of funds and land. When it was completed
thoroughly,it was named formally "Ching-an Temple" at the }
present place. i
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The original structure of the temple was razed and
destoyed by ages,earthquake and war. Since that it has
undergone several renovations and later became better and
normally. Because it has attracted a large number of pilgrims
for years and the damages in the inside halls,burner booth
and ornamental arch etc.,it's necessary to remodel to be more
perfect and spacious. In 1997,the chairman Mr.Tung Yung and
the members of the management committee decided to make a more
complete transformation and it was finally finished in 1999.

How magnificent and splendid it appears now!

It's our temple's greatest honour to be presented several plates
by government's Leaders. Such as: President,Lee Deng Huei's
writing "Safe Sails With Blessings( % 41 3 48)", VicePresident,Lien
Jann's writing "Good Luck For All Mankind(4% /£ /& #% )"and The
Minister of Executive Yuan,Shiau Wann Cherng's writing "Peace
For Mankind All Over The Four Seas(wg /& -F 42)" , The new
President assumed on 2000 Chen Shui Bian was also writing words
on the new gate of our temple All of these represent the nobleness
as well as the most example of the temples in Keelung.

In addition to the Heavenly Mother,Matsu,visitors to the temple
also worship Jade Emperor( £ 2 X #),The Goddness of Mercy(#
a&} # & ¥ 3 ),The God of Kuan-Kong(# % % £ ),The God of Fine

OO0

S
F

> SSRREDS SR 0 D D ) NN
G Pt Formmmeny

4
S $

<O S e — L}
 Yomemsmmemee O i O O

Arts(X & # #£),The Goddness of Child-Bearing(3 & 42 &),
Fu-Te Chen Shen(4§ & iE 4% ), Tay-Suey( K 3% ), confucius(3LF),The

God of Hell(3& % * 3 # ) and other Gods venerated in Chinese folk
beliefs. All of them bring the city and people prosperity and peace.

The temple is used not only for developing the benevolence
spirit of Matsu,but also helping the city government hold a

cultural buildings,the poor and emergency aids,etc. Therefore,
the temple has received a lot of recongnition and awards from
city government every year,because of its enthusiastic

{ movements and activities.

IE
El lot of charitable undertakings,such as social welfare business,
X}
{X
X
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