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Preface |

One of the great strengths of China is the ethnic groups that
make up the population. This scholarly bibliography is an at-
tempt to illuminate significant works of research from a multi-
tude of sources that shed light on the important contributions of
these groups to China’s history and national identity. This is the
most comprehensive and detailed analysis of the extensive bibli-
ography on this topic undertaken to date, and its potential as a
research tool is immeasurable, Compilers have worked diligently
for a number of years to create this important work. I am confi-
dent it will prove to be valuable to scholars and librarians for

many years to come,

Rush G. Miller, Ph. D.

Hillman University Librarian and
Director, University Library System
University of Pittsburgh

June, 2004
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Preface [

Haihui asked me to write a preface to her new book, An An-
notated International Bibliography of Bibliographies on Stud-
ies of China’s Ethnic Minorities in the 20th Century. 1 carefully
read the manuscript and found it a fundamental reference tool for
studies on ethnic minorities of China. I am more than happy to

recommend it to librarians and information specialists.

China is a country with fifty-six ethnicities and a history of
more than five thousand years. Chinese civilization is a result of
interaction and mutual promotion between the Han people and
the other fifty-five ethnicities who, like their Han counterpart,
accumulated a wealth of historical literature and documents
throughout the course of history. These sources of history con-
stitute an indispensable part of the Chinese literatures. Further-

more, they represent valuable cultural and learning materials for
all of humankind.

Since the 18th century, with increasing technological devel-
opment and cultural exchange between China and other coun-
tries, literatures of ethni¢ minorities of China have been dispers-
ed through various channels into the United States, Japan, and
European countries; collected by libraries, archives, and re-
search institutes; and indexed into general catalogues, subject
bibliographies, and union catalogues for each respective institu-

tion. To date, however, no guiding reference work has been pro-
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duced that comprehensively reflects their collection and holding

status.

By the 20th century, and especially since the 1980s, ethnic
minorities of China and their literatures have attracted serious aca-
demic attention in both the East and the West, resulting in high-
ly productive research endeavors. Various general or subject bib-
liographies of studies of China’s ethnic minorities have been com-
piled and organized by subject, discipline, time period, ethnic
groups, etc. Large in quantity and broad in subject coverage, yet
varying in quality, these bibliographies do not represent the kind
of easy and convenient reference tool necessary for scholars stud-
ying China’s ethnic minorities and literatures. In this light, com-
piling a bibliography that incorporates the wide range of litera-

tures into a comprehensive and systematic format appears all the

more essential.

Ever since she graduated from the History Department of
the Renmin University of China, Haihui has been engaged in
identifying and editing Chinese classics. She has compiled and
published. three bibliographical works on sourtes of Chinese his-
tory. Her tenure at the Princeton University for the Internation-
al union catalog of Chinese rare books project further enriched
her experience in classifying and cataloguing Chinese rare books.
In 1998, she assumed the position of Chinese Studies Librarian at
the East Asian Library of the University of Pittsburgh. Since
then, her subject expertise, rich experience, and professional

dedication have contributed invaluable support to the research
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and instruction of scholars of East Asian Studies, and in turn
have won her profound respect from faculty and students alike.
For five years she has utilized her spare time to work with Ms,
Wang Ju from the Sichuan University Libraries, and together
they have completed this bibliography. Thus far this work is the
first of its kind that combines a subject bibliography and collec-

tion catalogue in one piece,

This bibliography has the following features:

Comprehensiveness, Collected in this book are listings for
674 bibliographies of studies on ethnic minorities of China and
collection catalogues of China’s ethnic literatures housed in li-
braries, ' archives, and research institutes in Mainland China,
Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan, India, the United States, Great
Britain, France, Russia, Australia, and other countries in Eu-
rope and North America. With few exceptions, the majority of
these bibliographies and catalogues were published before 2000.
The compilers first conducted a thorough search of national
and international bibliographic utilities, such as the Online
Computer Library Center (OCLC), the Research Library Infor-
mation Network (RLIN), and online bibliographic.and full-text
databases on East Asian studies. They also searched resources in
print, such as publication catalogues, subject bibliographies, and
reference books that were published in Mainland China, Hong
Kong, and Taiwan. They then verified and complemented these
search results by perusing Internet resources, journal indexes,
book reviews, etc. , in order to ensure that the information col-

lected in this book is as accurate and reliable as possible.

e
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Multiple languages, multiple formats, This book contains
both subject bibliographies and collection catalogues that were
published in a variety of languages, such as Chinese, Tibetan,
Manchu, Mongolian, Japanese, English, French and Russian.

Wide subject coverage. The bibliographies and catalogues list-
ed cover a multiplicity of subject areas, including ethnic history,
geography, culture, folklore, archaeology, religion, language,
politics, and economics.

Titles and abstracts in both Chinese and English., The com-
pilers provide Chinese and English titles and abstracts for more
than three hundred selected entries, prioritized according to the
following criteria: publicity of the compilers and publishers in
the field of studies on ethnicities of China, book reviews, fre-
quency of citation by other compilers, chronological coverage,

subject coverage, and publishing date.

In short, An Annotated International Bibliography of Bibli-
ographies on Studies of China’s Ethnic Minorities in the 20th
Century comprehensively reflects the collection and holding sta-
tus of Chinese ethnic literatures in the world during the 20th cen-
tury, as well as the research findings of scholars of Chinese eth-
nic studies in the East and the West. I have every reason to be-
lieve that it will serve as an invaluable guiding reference tool for
scholars of Chinese ethnic studies, anthropology, folklore, soci-

ology, East Asian cultures, and documentary and bibliographic

studies.
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We look forward to more research achievements from

Haihui.

Hong Xu

East Asian Library
University Library System
University of Pittsburgh
May, 2004
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