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Foreword One

The Series of Books on Oil /Gas Accumulation Mechanisms are the major results of the pro-
ject of “Studies for Quantitative Models of Oil /Gas Accumulation in Medium- and Large-sized
Fields in China” which was funded by CNPC as one 9th Five-year Plan Key Project. Thinking of
the background for the project six years ago and reading the series now, 1 can further feel its sig-
nificance.

The early 1990s was one of the periods when Chinese economy experienced the fastest
growth. In 1992, China’s GDP recorded a growth of 13%. Because of the high growth rate,
China’ s domestic petroleum supply could not meet demand. Thus leaders of central governments
paid a greater attention to the Chinese petroleum industry. In 1995 alone, five senior state leaders
successively inspected several oilfields and received oral presentations made by CNPC senior man-
agers. Subsequently they gave important instructions. During the period from the late 1980s to
the early 1990s, China experienced a downward trend in its annual domestic new reserves addi-
tions and the reserve additions could not keep pace with an increasing petroleum production. As a
result, the petroleum supply became one of bottlenecks limiting the nation’s economical develop-
ment. In order to grow the Chinese petroleum industry at a steady and sustainable rate, we must
find enough new reserves to replace the produced petroleum.

Since the late 1980s, 30 —50% of the estimated total resources have been found in the ma-
ture petroliferous basins in eastern China and discovery of new reserves has become more and more
difficult in this part of China. In western China, the harsh surface conditions and complex sub-
surface geology made the petroleum exploration very difficult and challenging. As a petroleum ge-
ologist with over 50 years experience, I can deeply appreciate the importance of petroleum geo-
science theories in guiding petroleum exploration. Breakthroughs in petroleum exploration are
largely attributed to breakthroughs in theories and technologies. Generally a new theory can open
up a new exploration domain and advance relevant technologies. Therefore, 1 have emphasized the
importance of fundamental theoretic research again and again at National Petroleum Exploration
Conferences and Technology Symposium for the Petroleum Exploration and Development in the
Tarim Basin. In my concluding presentation at the 1994 Petroleurn Exploration Conference of
CNPC, 1 also emphasized that we should enhance regional studies and investigations of geological
structures and hydrocarbon generation, migration and accumulation within the plate tectonic
framework. In the 1995 Exploration Symposium attended by senior explorationists, [ further em-
phasized the importance of new theories, new technologies and new methodologies, and pointed
out that we must pay a greater attention to explore oil/gas in new areas, new stratigraphic inter-
vals and new plays. 1 demanded that the various departments of CNPC should layout the scientific
projects and actively organize them so that we could develop new exploration theories and tech-

nologies that meet the demand of the petroleum exploration. The project of “Studies for Quanti-



tative Models of Oil /Gas Accumulation in Medium-and Large-sized Fields in China” is one of
those funded by CNPC. Its aims are to obtain new thoughts, new viewpoints and new under-
standings, as well as to train a number of young scholars who like the challenge of oil/gas explo-
ration.

The project was coordinated by University of Petroleum, Beijing and assisted by the Shengli
Oil Administration, Xinjiang Oil Administration and other institutions. Project participants from
these organizations studied the micro-mechanisms of hydrocarbon generation, migration, accumu-
lation, preservation and destruction, as well as the oil/gas distribution in sedimentary basins.
They have obtained many new important findings that can effectively guide the petroleum explo-
ration. At the assessment meeting for this project presided by CNPC in August 2001, the evalua-
tion committee, which include five academicians with expertise in the areas of exploration and
geoscience, highly commended the achievements of this project, which are regarded as being ad-
vanced internationally. The Series of Books on Qil /Gas Accumulation Mechanisms are edited by
Professors Jin Zhijun and Zhang Yiwei and the main contents of the series are largely derived from
the results of the project. The book series have following characteristics:

Firstly, the series illustrate how macro studies are combined with micro investigations. They
contain both macro-and micro-scaled studies of hydrocarbon generation, migration, accumulation,
preservation and destruction. They also document the various mechanisms for hydrocarbon accu-
mulation, characterize oil/gas distribution and the key factors controlling the distribution, and ex-
plain the differences between Chinese and foreign petroliferous basins. The series conclude that
timing of oil/gas charging was late and migration distance was short, which provides helpful guid-
ance for the Chinese petroleum exploration.

Secondly, the series document the combination of detailed analyses with general studies.
With the Junggar Basin and Jiyang Sub-basin as typical study areas, the series give detailed de-
scription of the macro-factors controlling hydrocarbon migration and accumulation, as well as dis-
cussion of the effects of temperature, pressure (abnormal high pressure) and stress fields on the
processes of hydrocarbon generation, migration, and accumulation. With typical analyses of typi-
cal oil/gas reservoirs in typical plays, subsequently, the authors have analyzed the forming condi-
tions, mechanics, mechanisms and processes of typical basins and oil/gas reservoirs. At the end,
the book series document the micro-mechanisms of hydrocarbon generation, migration, accumula-
tion, preservation and destruction obtained by geological analyses and physical simulations. The
series set up a good example for studies of hydrocarbon accumnulation mechanisms.

Thirdly, the series illustrate how physical simulations are combined with numerical simula-
tions. Through physical simulations based on the geological analyses, the authors have obtained
new findings about the micro-mechanisms of hydrocarbon generation, migration, accumulation,
preservation and destruction. These include chiorite salts have anti-catalysis effects during hydro-
carbon generation, the porosity and permeability difference (magnitude of heterogeneity) of reser-
voir rocks is the key factor controlling the oil saturation and preferential migration pathways.
Thanks to the physical simulations, the authors have made it possible for the transition of physical

simulation to numerical simulation. They have also developed the numerical simulations of hydro-



carbon generation, expulsion and accumulation.

Fourthly, the series document the combination of qualitative descriptions with quantitative
studies. Based on the geological analyses, and physical and numerical simulations, the authors
have perfected the quantitative models for various hydrocarbon distributions and established the
quantitative relationships between the expulsed, migrated amounts of hydrocarbons and key con-
trolling factors. The authors have also established the quantitative models for the migrated and ac-
cumnulated amounts of hydrocarbons and oil/gas resources with the petroleum accumulation system
approach.

Fifthly, the series illustrate how basic theory research results can be combined with real ap-
plications. The authors have proposed valuable and innovative findings in several areas, including
the accumulation mechanism of deep-basin gases, the bursting model of hydrocarbon accumulation
and the controlling effects of reservoir heterogeneity on oil saturation. In addition, by taking the
Chinese petroleum exploration reality into consideration, the authors have suggested the strategic
regions for future petroleum exploration and raised eight pieces of significant advices for the future
Chinese petroleum exploration.

Publication of the book series indicates the advancement of the theoretic studies on hydrocar-
bon accumulation. The fact that many young Chinese scientists have been engaging in the theoret-
ic studies on hydrocarbon accumulation symbolizes that the theoretic studies on hydrocarbon accu-
mulation have entered a new stage. We have trained enough capable young scientists to succeed
the retiring scientists. The series not only enrich the petroleum geoscience theories, but also pro-
vide theoretic guidance for the future Chinese petroleum exploration. They are very important ref-
erence books for researchers engaging in the petroleum geological study and teaching.

The practice without the theoretic guidance is purposeless practice. The theory without being
validated by practice is commonly untenable. I earnestly hope that the managers and decision
makers of petroleum exploration can actively support the basic theoretic research and self-con-
sciously use the advanced theories to guide exploration. On the other hand I highly recommend
that the academic researchers also should get into the fields and validate and develop theories

through practice, accordingly, accelerate the development of theoretic research.

Wang Tao
Former President of China National Petroleum Corporation

2002.12
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Foreword Two

Since the birth of the modern petroleum industry, the studies on hydrocarbon accumulation
mechanism are the core topics of petroleum geology at all times. In the 19th century, White had
already established the “anticline theory”. Since the beginning of the 20th century, many schol-
ars have developed the anticline theory and proposed a number of new theories, including “non-
anticline structural oil /gas traps” , “abnormal pressure trap” , “hydrodynamic trap” and “dy-
namic balance of natural gas dissipation and accumulation™ , “ theory of non-marine oil origin 7
and “complex oil accumulation fairway” . The theories have effectively guided the petroleum ex-
ploration and accelerated the development of petroleum geology. As oil and natural gas are fluid
deposits that can flow, however, the processes of hydrocarbon accumulation are very complicated.
In addition, the accumulation processes vary with the different basins and geological times. It is
very difficult to investigate them, Thus a number of questions related to the mechanisms and
characteristics of hydrocarbon generation, migration, accumulation and preservation have not
been fully tackled, which has become the bottleneck constraining worldwide petroleum explo-
ration.

Most of Chinese petroliferous basins were filled with continental sediments. The blocks con-
stituting the China continent are small in size and their interactions are intensive. Although China
is rich in petroleum resources, its geological conditions are very complex and the petroleum explo-
ration is very difficult. Since the 1980s, Chinese petroleum exploration has become more and
more challenging and difficult as the exploration targets have shifted from large-sized, simple
structural traps to smaller, complex subtle traps. Thus it is very necessary to intensify the studies
of hydrocarbon accumulation mechanisms and establish new theories and models for hydrocarbon
accumulation. Under these circumstances, China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) estab-
lished the 9th Five-year Plan Project of “Studies for Quantitative Models of Oil /Gas Accumula-
tion in Medium-and Large-sized Fields in China” coordinated by University of Petroleum, Bei-
jing (UPB). UPB organized scientists, engineers and geologists from nationwide institutions to
jointly carry out the project. These researchers have obtained many important results, which have
effectively guided the petroleum exploration in the Jivang Sub-basin, Junggar Basin and Tuha
Basin. Most of their achievements have reached the internationally advanced level. As the chair of
the evaluation committee for the project, I am glad to introduce the book series to domestic and o-
verseas colleagues. 1 advised to publish the results as soon as possible. Professors Jin Zhijun and
Zhang Yiwei have now accomplished the publication of “ The Series of Books on Oil /Gas Accu-
mulation Mechanisms” . 1 think the series generally reflect the major advancements in the studies
of hydrocarbon accumulation mechanisms during the 9th Five-year Plan period or the past several
decades. The series of books contain following new creative achievements and new understand-

ings:



(1) The authors have deepened the theoretic research in five areas including: (DThey have
studied the interactions between the pressure, temperature and stress fields and the relationships
between these fields and hydrocarbon accumulation. They concluded that the stress affects hydro-
carbon migration and accumulation in three ways; ) Taking the special characteristics of Chinese
petroliferous basins into considerations, the authors have established the concept of the petroleum
accumulation system and illustrate how to use this new concept to investigate hydrocarbon accu-
mulation. The methodology and approach of the petroleum accumulation system developed by
these authors have broader applications and are more suitable to study the Chinese petroliferous
basins; @ The authors have validated the existence of preferential migration pathways by micro-
scale modeling, simulation of the Daging Changyuan Anticlined Belt and the optical microscope
observations of cores from the Dongving Depression. In addition, they have also discussed the
mechanisms and models for hydrocarbons to migrate and accumulate through the preferential
pathways; @ The authors have studied the features of the oil saturation increment in the frac-
tured medium and in the heterogeneous sandy carrier bed and they have obtained new findings and
understandings; & Based on the comprehensive description of oil/gas reservoirs, the authors have
enhanced the studies about mechanisms of driving forces for petroleum accumulation.

(2) In the area of micro — scale mechanisms for hydrocarbon accumulation, five new findings
have been obtained and they include: D The authors have found that chloride salts have anti-
catalysis effects during hydrocarbon generation; @They have found that the porosity and perme-
ability difference (magnitude of heterogeneity) is the most important factor controlling the oil sat-
uration; @ Based on the presence of the boiling fluid inclusions found in ocil/gas reservoirs, the
authors have established the bursting model for hydrocarbon accumulation; @ Analyses of the dy-
namic balance of various forces and the material balance have led to the establishment of two types
of equations for the accumulation of deep — basin gases; (® The authors have set up the compre-
hensive dynamic models for different diagenetic stages based on analyses of the burial history, dia-
genesis and thermal history.

(3) Based on the qualitative depiction of hydrocarbon accumulation, they have given promi-
nence to quantitative studies and converted geological conceptual models to physical and mathe-
matical models. They have set up quantitative models for hydrocarbon generation by catalysis,
hydrocarbon generation and expulsion by carbonate rocks and the oil saturation increment in the
porous and fractured media.

(4) With regarding the oil/gas distribution, they have obtained new understandings. Analy-
ses of statistical data indicate that the oil/gas migration distance is fairly short for the majority of
fields. Accumnulation of hydrocarbons proceeded during multiple episodes. High-quality source
rocks characterized by TOC greater than 0.5% and R, higher than 0.5% are required for oil/gas
to accumulate in enough quantities to form a major field. They have also proposed eight pieces of
advices about the theoretic research and the future Chinese petroleum exploration.

Parts of the above achievements have been published in domestic or international journals or
monographs. The new findings and advices have been applied to the petroleum exploration in the

Junggar Basin, Tuha Basin and Jiyang Sub-basin, which have yielded fruitful economic benefits.



Therefore, 1 think that the series of books reflect the level of studies on hydrocarbon accumulation
mechanism. The publication of the book series symbolizes that the theoretic studies on hydrocar-
bon accumulation mechanisms have entered a new advanced stage. The series not only provide
methodologies and models for studies of hydrocarbon accumulation in medium-and large-sized
fields but also new play ideas for petroleum explorationists. In addition, they are a set of great
reference books for teachers and students engaging in the petroleum geoscience teaching and re-
search. I believe that the publication of the series will accelerate the studies of hydrocarbon accu-
mulation mechanisms and guide the future Chinese petroleum exploration. Hereby, [ am very glad

to write this foreword and highly recommend the books to readers.

Zhai Guangming
Academician of Chinese Academy of Engineering

2002.11
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