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REBNEXE

1 Why Ants Dig

Grandmother ant lived with her three grandchild ants. All
the ants respected grandmother ant for her old age and wisdom.
One day the fox challenged grandmother ant to a digging
race and her grand children forced her into saying yes. The
race was to see who could touch the middle of the earth and

come back up first.

All the foxes wanted the fox to win and all the ants wanted
grandmother ant to win. Grandmother ant gave all the ants very
small claws to show how much she wanted to win.

The race had started and grandmother ant was the first to
“



! A

get to the middle of the earth. On the way up she had a heart

attack and died of the excitement.
Ever since all the ants have been using their claws to dig,

trying to find out what happened to grandmother ant.
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2 Androcles and Benjamin

There was once a lion called Benjamin. He was very big
and strong, and his mane was long and silky.

Every night Benjamin went down to the river to drink his
fill in the light of the setting sun. One evening on the way up
the bank he fell into a thorny bush. He wrenched himself free,
but as he went on his way, he realized he had a thorn in his
foot.

As he hobbled along he saw a poor slave called Androcles
who had run away from his cruel master. Benjamin stopped ,
looked at Androcles and thought, “This human looks kind.
Will he help me with my bad foot?”

He held up his paw to Androcles, who knelt down and
gently pulled the thorn out.

Soon after, Androcles was caught by his cruel master and
as a punishment for running away, he would have to fight a lion
in front of the Emperor. Benjamin was caught, too, by some
hunters.

Androcles stood in front of the Emperor, and all the peo-
ple were waiting for the lion. He was very frightened. The cap-

tured lion in the cage was frightened, too.
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The lion was let out of the cage, and came bounding to-
wards Androcles. He stopped, greatly surprised. Androcles
stopped, greatly surprised, too. Benjamin rolled over on his
back with all four feet in the air, thinking, “It’s that kind hu-
man being who healed my paw.” They did not fight as expec-
ted.

Seeing what had happened, the Emperor was so surprised
that he let them both go free, and they went back to the forest
and lived happily ever after.
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3 Athena

On one occasion Zeus suffered a bad headache. All the
gods, including Apollo, the god of medicine, had tried use-
lessly to offer an effective treatment. Then the father of gods
and men asked Hephaestus to open his head. This the god of
the fire did. To the wonder of all the Olympians, a goddess,
well-grown and full-armed, came out of Zeus’ head. The god-
dess was giving off light and splendor. She was Athena, god-
dess of wisdom and knowledge and patroness of Athens.

The story of Athena becoming patron goddess of Athens
concerns the struggle between the goddess and Poseidon. When
the city of Athens was first built by a Phoenician, both Posei-
don and Athena competed for the honors of naming it. It was
then agreed that whoever offered the most useful object for men
would become the patron of the city. Poseidon struck the
ground with his trident and produced a horse, whereas Athena
had an olive tree to present, a symbol of peace and plenty. As
the horse was regarded as struggle and sorrow, Athens was
named after the goddess, who soon took the city under her pro-
tection.

Athena was the goddess of arts and crafts and woman’ s

.6.



handiwork. She was so skilled with her hands that she tolerated

no challenge to her skill in this respect. A Lydian maid,
Arachne by name, did not seem to think much of Athena’s
skill, for she frequently talked big that she could beat the god-
dess if she had the chance to do so. The goddess was quite an-
gry. Dressed up as an old woman, she went to advise Arachne
to be modest. But the ignorant crafts woman bravely asked the
goddess herself to come down and compete with her. At this
the goddess took off her disguise and accepted the competition.
The two women immediately set about making different de-
signs.

While the goddess worked on the story of her rivalry with
Poseidon, Arachne began to make a delicate web. When both
pieces were finished, Arachne saw, to her surprise, that she
had been beaten, for the goddess’ design was infinitely better.
She felt so shamed that she tied a piece of silk to hang herself.
But just before she breathed her last breath the goddess

changed her into a spider and let her weave forever.
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4 Who’s the Fairest of Them All?

Hercules, Snow White and Quasimodo were all having
lunch together. Hercules said, “I have always thought that I'm
the strongest man in the world, but how can I be sure?” Snow
White agreed. “I'm told I'm the fairest of them all, but some-
times I wonder. ” Quasimodo said, “I’m pretty sure 'm the ug-
liest human alive, but I've never had it confirmed. ”

They all decided that the best way to find out if their be-
liefs were true was to pray about it that night and ask God to
confirm for them whether Hercules was the strongest, Snow
White was the fairest and Quasimodo was the ugliest. They a-
greed to meet again the next day for lunch to discuss their find-
ings.

The next day Hercules walked up with a smile. “Well,
it’s true. God told me that I am the strongest man in the
world. ” Snow White perked up and said, “And I now know for
sure that 'm the fairest, for God confirmed it. ” But Quasimodo

lifted his sad face and asked, “Who is Linda Tripp?”



