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1. Learning a Language

In schools all over the world! boys and girls are learn-
ing foreign languages. Everybody knows his own language,
but another one? is very useful, especially when we travel to
{foreign countries.

How many languages are there in the world? There
are about fifteen hundred. English is one of the most im-
portant because so many people use it, not only in England
and the U, S. A, , but in other parts of the world.

Which is the best way to learn a language? We should
remember that we all learnt our own language well when
we were children. 1f* we could learn a second language in
the same way, it would not seem so difficult. Think of
what a small child does. * It° listens to what people say, and
it tries to imitate what it hears, When it wants something,
it has to ask for® it. Tt is using the language, talking in’ it
and thinking in it all the time. T{ people had to use a second
language all the time, they would learn it guickly.

It is important to remember,? also, that we learn our

1



own language by hearing people speak it, not by seeing
what they write. We imitate what we hear. At school, al-
though you learn to read and write as well as to hear and
speak, it i1s best to learn all new words through the ear.
You can read them. spell them, and write them later.

A man who stuttered once went to a shop w.here they
sold birds. He wanted to buy a parrot. a bird which we can
teach to speak. He said to the shopkeeper.“Have you g-g-
got a p-p-parrot that can t-t-talk English?”

“Yes, sir,”answered the shopkeeper. “Here's a fine
green one that will understand everything you say to it. *”

So the man bought it. But a few days later he took it
back to the shop.

“This b-b-bird can't t-t-talk,” he complained. “It can
only st-t-tutter. ”

Even a parrot learns to say just what it hears,
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Comprehension Exercises

1. Multiple Choice;
1. Which of the following is not true?
a. Learning one’s own language is easier than learning a
foreign language.
b. A small child usually learns a language fast and well.
¢. If you imitate what you hear well, you can learn much
better.
d. Tt is better to learn all the new words by eye as well as
by ear.
2. According to the author. the best way to learn a foreign
language is to
a. travel in foreign countrics
b. use the language as much as possible
¢. learn many English words without much practice
d. learn much grammar

3. The word ‘stutter’ means



a. to speak with difficulty
h. to speak very fast
c. 1o speak slowly
d. to imitate what one hears
4. N\ parrot 1s a bird that can
a. be taught to imitate what we say
b. sing beawiful songs
c. speak English
d. understand everything
5. The man took the parrot back 1o the shop because

a. he didn’t like it
b, it couldn’t speak even a word
¢. it only imitated what he said
d. it spoke too slowly
II. True or False.
1. All the boys and girls in the world are learning {oreign lan-
guages,
2. There are about 1,500 languages in the world but only a
lew of them are important,
3. We can learn a second language well if we use it as often as
possible.
4. The best way to learn new words is by ear.

5. The parrot in the story is a very clever bird,



2. A Fable

This story about a monkey is a very old one. Aesop,'a
Greek writer, first told the story many years ago. This
monkey belonged to® an old man. The old man was very
fond of? the monkey. The monkey was very clever. When
birds came to the garden, he chased them away.* He also
helped the old man in many other ways. The old man often
fell asleep® during the day in his chair. Then the monkey
sat at the old man’s side and chased the flies from the old
man’s face. One hot afternoon in the summer the old man
was asleep in his chair. A fly came and sat on the end of
the old man’s nose. The monkey chased it away. Soon the
fly came back and sat on the old man’s nose again, and a-
gain the monkey chased it away. This continued for five or
six times. The monkey at last became very angry. He
jumped up, ran to the garden, and picked up a large stone.
The next time that the fly sat on the old man’s nose the
monkey hit it hard with the stone. ¢ He killed the fly, but

unfortunately he also broke the old man’s nose.



All of the stories of Aesop always have a moral. ” What
is the moral of this story? The moral is that many people,
even people who are our friends sometimes act exactly like
this monkey. They do things too quickly, without think-
ing. Instead of® doing good, they hurt us. Such {riends are

sometimes worse than our enemies.
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Comprebension Exercises

1. Multiple Chowe

1. Aesop was



a. a Greek beast-fable writer of many years ago
b. an old Greek story teller
c. a Greek teacher who first told this story
d. an expert on animals
2. The old man loved the monkey very much because the mon-
key
a. belonged to him
b. was a good friend of his
¢. was very clever
d. only helped him in some ways
3. Why was the monkey so angry with the {ly?
a. The fly often came and sat on the old man's nose,
b. The monkey wanted many times to chase the fly away,
but failed to do so.

]

. The monkey was in a bad mood that day.

[~

The monkey felt tired after he failed to chase the fly
away.
4. Which of the following is true?
a, The stone didn’t hit the old man’s nose.
b. The stone did not kill the fly but broke the old man's
nose,
¢. The stone killed the fly and also broke the old man’s
nose.
d. The stone only killed the fly.
5. What is the moral of this story?
a. Think twice before you act.
b. It's good to have a devoted friend.

¢. Qur [riends sometimes do us harm.



d. Make a quick decision if you want to de anything.

II. True or False,

1.

This story is about an old monkey who broke his master’s

nose,

. The old man liked the monkey very much.

. The monkey got angry and ran to the garden to pick up a

large stone,

The monkey did something wrong but he did not mean it.

5. The story implied that what the monkey did broke the old

man’s heart badly.



3. Big Ben of London!

The Big Ben’s story goes back to 1834. In that vear
the old Parliament® building burned down. Its clock tower
crashed to the ground, There had to be a new building®—
and a new clock.

Plans were made. They called* for a “King of Clocks,
the biggest and best in the world. ” So the clock had to be
big. And it had to keep very good time, too.

Some people said, “No one can make such a clock. ”
They were wrong. The big clock was made in two years.
But it couldn’t be put in a tower. A tower wasn’t even
built yet!

Five more years went by before a clock tower was fin-
ished. * Then the four bells for the chimes were brought into
the tower. And at last the giant hour bell was put in place.
It rang out for the first time on July 11, 183%.

This great bell had to have a name. A meeting of Par-
liament was called to pick one. “The clock is the King of
Clocks,” one man said. “lLet’s call the bell the Queen of
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