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ABSTRACT

This book discusses the conflicting characters and political
uncertainties of the current China urban middle class, which is going
through the great social transition era. Open interviews in depth were
adopted as main research approach to produce first-hand information
for analysis. .

In introduction section, some basic topics and concepts are
clarified. Political stability and political development are core topics of
middle class in politics field. The Class Struggle Theory and some
other traditional idealism definition are not feasible to understand
current China middle class. All of social groups of middle class have
the relative independence status, i. e. , they can’t control lower social
class while they can stand upon their dignity versus higher class.

Middle class’ inter-conflict aspects of structure, consciousness
and action are analyzed respectively in second section. (1) In terms
of structure aspect, some groups of middle class hold the different
interest from others according to the dualistic “ power-market”
distribution mechanism. This becomes the basic inter heterogeneity of
middle class. (2) As far as consciousness is concerned, middle class

members affiliate with and accept those who have similar social
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position. Meanwhile, middle class has many conflicting political
attitudes induced as “twisting marketable intelligentsia personality”.
For example, they are keeping a distance from political affairs,
democracy and act with economic rationality on the one hand, and
they are patriotic, liable, and enlightened by modern political beliefs
on the other hand. (3) On action aspect, middle class doesn’t care
of political election, keep clear mind in society movement, but show
enthusiasm of related public affairs, and indeed are well-organized to
fight for their real property right. A clue of rationality runs through the
above conflicting actions of middle class.

Middle class’s development and activity was explored in trend
uncertainty part. (1) Positive and negative factor exist synchronously
on all aspects of middle class development, including class size,
action capability, homogeneity, society connection, and class
culture etc. As the result of complexity of all the factors, it is difficult
to predict future growth of middle class. (2) “Stability factor theory”
is some arbitrary to predicts that growing middle class certainly leads
to political stability. A new model is generated to describe a social
force’s political activity, and covers several future possible political
trends of middle class.

The connection between middle class and political development is
discussed in conclusion section. Modern conflict theory is more
suitable than structural-functional theory to understand middle class
development during social transition stage. Political development is
the key point of society harmony, and middle class has the potential

stimulator” . To make middle class the
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ABSTRACT

positive force of political development, current political system needs
to reform constantly to act sensibly on the requirements of middle
class, such as class interests, political participation, releasing of
political criticism and building society organization freely.

Key Words: Chinese Middle Class, Inner Conflict, Political

Uncertainty, Political Development
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