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MAKE A BREAKTHROUGH IN
THE ART OF ADVERTISEMENT

By Zhang Ding,
President of the China Advertising Society,

This atbum includes excellent posters from the First National
Exhibition of Advertisement and Package Designs. It is a review of
achievements ever made in China. The album will be helpful for artists
to learn from each other. It is also good reference material for
advertising departments in industry and commerce, as well as in
newspapers, journals, broadcasting, television, and films. Although
there are rooms for improvement with regard to composition and
artistic level, the posters will promote the advancement of Chinese
advertisement and will be valued as works of the pioneering period.

Fifty years ago. the British-American Tobacco Company Ltd. in
Shanghai hired painters from the U.S.A., Europe, Japan, and China,
who were excelled in black-and-white, water color, gouache, and oil.
The artists kept close ties with the Chinese way of life and studied the

consumer’s psychology. The Chinese and foreign artists learned from
and compete with each other. Thus the first generation of Chinese

poster artists was born —including Hu Boxiang, Liang Dingmin,
Zhang Guangyu. When I was in the village school, 1 saw cigarette
pictures done by members of this elder generation. The exquisitely
printed pictures, given free, went with crates of cigarettes. There were
also wall calendars with paintings of typicaily Chinese subjects — Tang
Dynasty Emperor Xuanzong’s Night Feast, The Three Heroes Fighting
Lu Bu at Hulaoguan. Later, Zhi Ying and Man Ta ¢xcelled in drawing

ladies in fashionable dress. Inside the cigarette package was a small



picture of heroes in the Beijing opera, in historical episodes, as wellasin
the novels: A Dream of Red Mansions, Outlaws of the Marsh, and
Journey to the West.

On the eve of the outbreak of the War Against Japanese
Aggression, 1 met Zhang Guangyu in Shanghai. He showed me a set of
tiny cigarette pictures with themes taken from episodes from the
Eastern Zhou Dynasty. The building decor and costumes might have
been done out of imagination, but the drawings were artistically done
with compact composition, new appearance, and unsophiscated
human figures.

Before Liberation, China’s industry and commerce were going
downhill. No money could be spared for making advertisement. The
artists devoted most of their time to painting billboards. Posters were
seldom needed. The world’s advertisement almanacs collected works
from the U.S.A., Europe, and Japan only. No Chinese posters had ever
been entered.

After the founding of the People’s Republic of China, especially
since the Third Plenary Session of the 11th Central Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party, advertisement saw great development. The
Party’s policies are implemented in all fields. The socialist construction,
after readjustment, restructuring, consolidation, and improvement, is
going ahead in full steam. The government has adopted an open policy
externally and methods to stimulate the economy internally. Stress is
placed on business administration. The National United Advertising
Corporation and the National Advertising Society are founded.
What’s more the State Council has promulgated the Regulations for
Advertising, and the People’s Daily published a commentary entitled
“Handle Well the Socialist Advertisement Business” The Chinese

advertisement trade has entered into an unprecedentedly favorable
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situation.

The Party’s 12th National Congress proposed to “‘create a new
situatior: in all ficlds of socialist modernization™. This great yet
strenuous task has to be fulfilled by the end of this century — ushering
in an all-round upsurge of the socialist economy, and establishing a
high-level socialist culture.

Advertisement artists are in the vanguard of the economic front
and the cultural front. They are responsible for the building of material
and spiritual civilizations.

Advertisement plays an important role in promoting production,
increasing exhange, giving guidance to consumers, stimulating the
economy, facilitating the people’s life, and developing toreign trade.
Therefore we must pay enough attention to 1ts role in a socialist society,
and respect its historical mission. We must do as Vladimir Mayakovsky
said, “‘For socialism. create epics of advertisement.”

The Party’s open policy will be consistently carried out. But we
shall be untiringly resisting the decadent bourgeois ideology. Socialist
advertisement must be truthful. Profit must not be its only purpose.

We have a superior socialist system, and a long cultural tradition.
We can learn from the elder generation of advertisement artists, from
other branches of art. as well as from what is good in foreign countries.
We are sure to make a breakthrough by following the principles of ““iLet
a hundred flowers blossom, weed through the old to bring forth the
new” and “Make the past serve the present, and foreign things serve

China.”

This album is a starting point; it is a signal and a spark.

Beijing
March, 1984
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CATALOGUE

POSTERS:

Fish Brand Padlock ...t e e e
Jade Spring Brand LiGUO ...t s rae e n s s me e ed b e

Gold Cup Brand Wulerpolo Ball .........oooiriiiiin e s
Cat Brand Warmer............cccocoooeeviiiennnnn

National Bag of China ...........oocooeeiioi e

China’s Straw Products ...ttt an sttt s aee e e
Hemp Bags Sales ExBibition ..o e ea v e
Children Sweat Hat ... e et
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MABIC SQUATE ...ttt ettt eee s e a et e e sreantaesessae s enee
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THangin O WIRE ...ttt et e ea e n b s et e e
Ginseng-Pilose Antler Liquor.................
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Pearl Beautifying....

Double Ring Brand Face Powder ...t e
Friendship Brand Lipstick ... ...t arr e o
Fashionable Dress Sales EXhibition ... e e o
Eagle Brand Electric SHAVEr ....c..coi i e nne et s
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Flowers Brand Detergent.. ..o e e e deen b
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A Cup Of ClEar WHIEE ...cvviviieieiit e e e e s
Blue Sky Brand Toothpaste. ... s e

Cello Strings.... e r—————
Yizhenggao Brand Plaster ..
Exhibition of Medicine ..

Jiangsu Province Aqual]c Products ...cocooovcviininnen,
Li Luogong’s Lectures on Cdihgraphy

Ancient Chinese Ceramics..

Exhibition of New Package Desmgs from
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LAMP BOX:

Zituolan Lamp Box ..o e e e e

BILLBOARD:

SWan Brand SRIT ..ottt r et et e e

SHOP WINDOWS:

Shop WINdow DeSigns...........ccooiiieuriiiiiiectiiim e

PACKAGES:
Xi’an Match Labels....

Sunflower Brand Candle BoX ..ooooi oo
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Candle BoX oot
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Pastry BOx o ettt s
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Red Bird Instant Spray Car Wax

Tulip Brand Cosmetics
Light Bulb BOX ..covveroverevcreeneren
Jianmei Brand Enlarging Paper Box
Pencil Boxes
MEDAIL DESIGN:
Badminton Championship Gold Medal
GOODS STAND:
Plastic Stand for Typewriler Lubricant
NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENTS:
Shanghai Rubber Hose
ZXY Bearing, Xiangyang Bearing Plant
Beijing Jigu Pavilion
EMBLEMS:
Emblem of the China Packaging
Technology Association
Emblem of the Beijing Package Design
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New Leaf Brand Panchromatic Film BoX. ..ot r e aea et rae e
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