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Compilator’s Note

According to the incomplete statistics, there are more than 60
million disabled persons in China, forming a huge special social
group. Due to their physiological or psychological conditions, the dis-
abled are in a weaker position compared to other population groups in
terms of resorting to the laws to safeguard their own lawful rights and
interests. In fact, it is often the case that their lawful rights and in-
terests fail to be effectively protected. That whether the weak social
groups are provided with adequate legal assistance and support to ef-
fectively safeguard their lawful rights and interests so that they can e-
qually enjoy and fulfil the lawful rights as other social groups is an in-
dicator of the status of the social justice and legal system.

The Chinese government has consistently attached importance to
the well being of the disabled. Since the Third Plenary Session of the
Eleventh Central Committee of the Communist Party of China in
1978, the cause of the disabled has registered great achievements a-
long with the deepening of the reforms and opening up to the outside
world and the progress in the legal construction. In the sphere of
safeguarding the rights and interests of disabled, a series of laws,
‘regulations and rules, including the “Law of the People’s Republic of
China on the Protection of Disabled Persons,” have been enacted.
The Constitution and some other laws have stipulated on the safe-
guarding of the lawful rights and interests of the disabled. A legal
framework for protecting the rights and interests of the disabled cen-
tered on the Constitution and composed of the law on protecting the
disabled, the State Council regulations, ministerial rules and the rel-
evant local regulations and rules. Meanwhile, the People’s Congress-




es and the governments at all levels, with the active support and at-
tention of the people of all walks of life, have devoted great effort in
the implementation of the laws, making conspicuous progress. How-
ever, it should be noted that how to see to the real fulfilment or im-
plementation of these lawful rights of the disabled remains one of the
social issues worth particular attention.

To date, the organizations of the disabled throughout the country
have set up or are setting up the working departments for safeguarding
the lawful rights and interests of their target clienis. As a result, the
legal services for protecting the rights and interests have become a
core task for the disabled. To help the disabled upgrade their legal
consciousness and augment their ability to apply the law to safeguard
their rights and interests will be a focus of the legal workers for pro-
tecting the rights of the disabled as well as the people of all walks of
life who are devoted to the undertakings of the disabled.

We have edited this book to supply a handy tool for facilitating
the consultation of the laws and regulations on safeguarding the rights
of the disabled by the legal workers for the disabled, lawyers and the
staff of the organizations for the disabled as well as the people of all
walks of life who show concem to the undertakings of the disabled.

The book includes the frequently referred laws, regulations,
rules and circulars on the undertakings of the disabled issued by the
end of September 2001. It also comprises some documents and refer-
ence materials on the work of protecting the rights of the disabled.
The scope of the documents and the structure and style of the book
are decided according to the principle of practical, easy to use, logi-
cal and systematical. Efforts have been made to provide the latest and
most frequently used laws, regulations and ministerial rules. The
documents are classified into five categories of (1) laws, (2) the
State Council regulations and the relevant documents, (3) the minis-
terial rules and the relevant documents, (4) the laws and regulations




on the legal aid and legal remedies, and (5) the international con-
ventions. Considering the fact that the ministerial rules and the rele-
vant documents dominate all categories of such legal documents, they
are further put under 10 headings for the convenience of users. Under
each category or heading, documents are amranged in the reverse
chronology. The appendixes contain three categories of documents,
narely, the United Nations resolutions on protection of the‘n'ghts and
interests of the disabled, the Chinese court rulings on the cases con-
ceming the protection of tie rights‘and interests of the disabled, and
introductions to the national and intemnational organizations of the dis-
abled.

'The compilation and publication of this book has received gener-
ous financial and moral support of the United Nations Development
Programme as well as the concem and assistance of the China Inter-
national Centre for Economic and Technical Exchanges, the Ministry
of Foreign Trade and Economic Cooperation. Some lawyers and work-
ers of this law firm have also offered their help. Our hearty thanks go
to all of them.

All kinds of comments and criticisms from the readers are wel-
come.

Bedjing Zhongkai Law Firm
December 2001
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