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@ Amsterdam

Amsterdam( Fi 8 #74¥ 1) is the capital of Netherlands (#f
=) and also its largest city. It was once an important port, and
has many old canals that run in a circle pattern through the cen-
tre of the city. Because the main roads cross one canal after an-
other, Amsterdam has many bridges. Along the canals, the
roads are cobbled (4§74 ® A #) and there are many tall old
buildings.

Once, the canals carried barges(Z#f), but today they car-
ry boats full of tourists. In the streets that cross the canals there
are many shops and restaurants. The Rijks Museum in Amster-
dam is important for its many paintings by Rembrandt, and the
City Museum, many by van Gogh.

1. Amsterdam is .
A. the capital of Netherlands
B. the biggest city in Netherlands
C. a tourist attraction(jfe /31 )
D. All of the above.
2. There were so many canals in Amsterdam because .
A. it was the capital of Netherlands
B. it was a large city
C. it was an important port
D.

it had many museums
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3. Amsterdam has many bridges because .
A. it has many canals
B. it has many roads
C. the canals cross the roads
D. the canals run through the city
4. When you are in Amsterdam, you can see many

A. big factories B. barges
C. old buildings D. rivers
5. The Rijks Museum is well known for
A. van Gogh’s paintings B. Picassos paintings
C. Renoir’s paintings D. Rembrandt’s paintings

Ancient Chang an

During the Tang Dynasty, Chang’an(#%) included pre-
sent-day Xi’'an and its suburbs (3 [X). 6.5 times larger than
preliberation Xi’an, it was 36.7km in circumference(/§4 ), and
had a population of one million.

The city was divided into three parts. In the north was the
palace city where the emperor lived with his family and held
court. To the south was the loyal city where the feudal (31E )
government offices were situated(BE¥% T) .

East, west and south of the palace city and the loyal city
was the outer city. Here were the living quarters of citizens and
the commercial centres. This area was divided into 108 squares
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by 11 streets running from north to south and 14 streets running
from east to west. In addition, there were the East Market and
the West Market. The whole layout(#i /&) was like a checked-
board (% 15 #& BT AR L) .

The streets were straight and wide. The avenues were over
100m in width. The one outside the palace, running from east to
west, was fully 220m wide. Ash and elm trees lined the streets,
all of which had a sewerage system(HE7K #£4t). Tang Dynasty
Chang’an was the largest city of Chinese feudal society and was
built according to a unified plan (¥ &K R). It had a great
influence on city construction in China and its neighbouring
countries.

The Tang Dynasty was the golden age in feudal China.
Chang’an was not only the political, economic and cultural cen-
tre of China, it was also the largest city in the Orient(% 7).
Over 300 countries and regions( later amalgamated(& 3f) into
more than 70) maintained friendly contacts(#/#) with the Tang

Dynasty .
1. Today’s Xi’an is ancient Chang’an.
A. as large as B. much smaller than
C. much larger than D. The passage doesn’t say.

2. The whole city was made up of .
A. the palace city and the loyal city
B. the palace city, the loyal city and the outer city
C. the loyal city and the outer city
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D. the palace city and the outer city
3. The palace city and the loyal city .
A. are opposite to each other
B. are far from each other
C. are side by side with each other
D. stand with the outer city in between

4. Altogether there were streets and mar-
kets in Ancient Chang’an.
A.14...2 B. 28...1
C.11...3 D.25...2

5. The underlined word “avenue” in the fourth paragraph most
probably means a“ "
A. very wide tree-lined street B. wide road
C. wide river D. street
6. At that time, the city of Chang’an was .
A. the largest city in the world
B. the largest city only in China
C. a model in the city construction for the countries around
D. not strong as compared with the neighbouring countries

Athens
] ¢ {

Athens is a famous ancient city, but it is, in fact, a city
that is dying. Stinking(& ) buses, their passengers pale and
tired, force their way though the crowded streets. Drivers shout



Athens 5

at one another and knock their homs. Smog(#li%) destroys the
eyes and chokes the sen-ses. The scene is Athens at rush hour.
The city of Plato and Pericles(fihr B Fi3% BL 5 A7) is in a sor-
ry state of affairs, built without a plan, lacking even necessary
sewerage facilities(HfK£%t), enclosed in by mountains and the
sea, its 135 square miles crowded with 3.7 million people. Even
Athens’ ruins(f£4#) are in ruin: sulfur dioxide( 4% 4LHi) eats
away at the marble of the Parthenon(E &K # ) and other
treasures on the Acropolis (& P 4% ). As Greek Premier
Constantine Karamanlis has said, “The only solution for Athens
would be to pull down half of it and start all over again.”

So great has been the population flow toward the city that en-
tire hinterland villages stand empty or nearly so. About 120 000
people from distant provinces move to Athens every year, with
the result that 40% of Greece’s citizenry(/A B ) are now packed
into the capital. The migrants (¥ &) come for the few jobs,
which are usually no better than the ones they fled (¥k5). At
the current rate of migration(# &), Athens by the year 2000
will ‘have a population of 6.5 million, more than half the nation.

Besides overcrowding and poor public transport, the big-
gest problems facing Athenians are noise and pollution. A gov-
emment study concluded that Athens was the noisiest city in the
world. Smog is almost at killing levels: 180 ~ 300mg of sulfur
dioxide per cubic(37 /7 #)) metre of air, or up to four times the
level that the World Health Oganization( it # DAEHN, FE R
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WHO) considers safe. Nearly half the pollution comes from cars.
Despite high prices for vehicles( %) and fuel ($ 2.95 per gal-
lon), nearly 100 000 motor-cars are sold in Greece each year;
3000 drivers licences are issued in Athens monthly.

After scores of years of neglect(Z #1), Athens is at last
getting some attention. In March a committee of representatives
from all major public service departments met to discuss a plan
to clear up the city, made it livable and clean up its environ-
ment(3F3%). A save-Athens ministry, which will soon begin to
work, will propose heavy taxes to discourage immigration, a
minimum(B{E#) of $ 5 billion in public spending for Athens
alone, and other projects for the countryside to encourage resi-
dents to remain where they are. A master plan that will move
many government offices to the city s edges is already being car-
ried out. Meanwhile, more Greeks keep moving into Athens.
With few parks and valuable few oxygen-producing plants, the
city and its citizens are in fact suffocating(Z5).

1. Athens is . :
A. a city in France B. the capital city of Austria
C. the capital of Greece D. a city in Italy

2. The writer thinks the city of Athens is dying, because

A. of increasing population
B. of its poor public transport
C. of its serious pollution
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D. All of the above.
3. The increasing population accounts for
A. the high birth rate
B. migrants from its surrounding rural areas
C. migrants from other provinces of the country
D. Both B and C.
4. Altogether the whole country has a citizenry population of

A. 3.7 million B. over nine million

C. more than ten million D. less than 3.7 million
5. It is considered barely safe to have less than mg of

sulfer dioxide per cubic metre of air, according to WHO.
A. 75 B. 45 C. 180 D. 300
6. Measures Athens is taking to unclog the city don’t include

. taxing the migrants heavily

encourage the peasant to remain in the countryside
moving government offices to the edge of the city
further raise the price of vehicles and fuel

{2} Barcelona ( )

Spain’s second largest city is the Catalonian(fil# % & ¥ )
seaport of Barcelona( 2 #%#f) . Barcelona is a much older city
than Madrid and has also been a much more important city

Sow >
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through most of the country s history. According to custom, Bar-
celona was founded in 218 B.C. by the Carthaginian(ii KZ£ )
general Humilcar Barca (M3 K /R +-E+F,270 B. C. ~ 228 B.
C.), from whom the city takes its name. Barcelona soon fell to
the Romans, under whom it became one of the most important
towns in coastal Spain. It served as a capital for the Visigoth(7g
H4¥ A ) and later as the seat of the powerful counts({HE) of
Barcelona. It became a city of great wealth and splendour(’H: )
after 1 137, when it was made the capital of a united kingdom of
Catalonia and Aragon(FJ$.57). In the early 15th century Barce-
lona and the region it ruled were joined to the Spanish state.
Ever since that time an intense rivalry(ZUH3E ) has existed
between Madrid and Barcelona. But Barcelona has continued to
flourish(%3) as the country s leading seaport, business centre,
and industrial city. The Barcelona metropolitan( X8 #9) area
has a population of almost 1 800 000. It is one of the world’s
most densely-populated (A 1 % B & #9) cities. It also is the
country’s leading industrial and trade centre. The official
language is Spanish, but the native language — Catalan, is
widely spoken throughout the district of Catalonia.
1. Barcelona is ' '

A. only a seaport

B. the second largest city in Catalonia

C. the oldest city in Spain

D. a much more important city than Madrid most of the time



