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A Brief Introduction

Since the midst of the 16th century, Yang Ming School
tends to surpass Zhu Xi School and develops into the main
trend of thought of middle and late Ming Dynasty among
which Luo Rufang (known as Jin Xi, 1515~ 1588) is just
one of outstanding representatives. He, as the heir of Yang
Ming School in Tai Zhou, evolves his own style in Xin Xue
(Learning of Mind-heart) thought, while holding the Xin
Zhai School in esteem which manifests in the following three
aspects: firstly, his Confucian ethical philosophy which aims
at “seeking Ren (Humanity)” , centers on “Xiao(Filial Pie-
ty), Ti(Fraternal duty), and Ci( Affection)” and ultimately
turns to “Wan Wu Yi Ti (One Unity of All Things)”. Sec-
ondly, his religious ethical philosophy on the basis of his
concept of “Tian Xin(Natural Heart)” around the main con-
tents of “Wei Tian-ming (Revering Destiny)”. Thirdly, his
lecturing activities with a purpose of reforming customs and
his social political philosophy with the contents of explaining
“Sheng Yu Liu Yan(Six Sayings by the Emperor)” and for-
mulating “Xiang Yue (County Contract)”. The historic sig-
nificance of Jin Xi’s philosophy lies in the facts as follows:
He makes a significant complement and development on the
ethics of Mind theory characterized by Conscience Self-Disci-

pline,



