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The story begun by Walter Hartright!, Teacher

of Drawing

CHAPTER 1 .

This is the story of what a woman’s patience
can bear and of what a man’s determination can
do. The chief parts of it will be told by those
who know them best, so that the truth may always
be given as directly as possible. The events
which formed its beginning were closely connect-
ed with me, Walter Hartright, aged twenty-
eight, teacher of drawing; and therefore it is my
pen that begins to describe the adventures im
which the woman in white played an important
part®. '

It was the last day of July, and we, the tired
people of London, were beginning to think of
the cloud shadows on the corn-fields and the
gentle winds on the seashore. The long, hot
summer had left me out of health, out of spirits
and, to tell the truth, out of money too. I had
not been able to save as much as usual, and it
seemed likely that I should have to stay in Lon-
don and spend my time between my mother’s
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cottage at Hampstead! and my own rooms in
town. '

The evening was still and cloudy and the
London air was heavy. I put down my book
and set out for my mother’s cottage, as I was
accustomed to do twice a week. My father
had now been dead for some years, but he had
left enough money for my mother and sister to
live on in comfort.

When I reached the house and rang the

bell in the gathering darkness, the door was open-
ed, not by a servant, but by my dear Italian
friend, Professor Pesca?; who ran out joyfully

to receive me; and as accident has made him

~ the starting-point of these adventures, he de-
serves the honour of a proper introduction.

I had first met him at the great houses where
he taught his own language and I taught draw-
ing. He had once held a position at the Uni-
versity of Padua® but had left Italy for political
reasons, the exact nature of which he would tell
no one. Now, for many years, he had taught
languages in London, and was filled with grat-
jtude for the country that had given him work

and protection. He was a very small and a

. very remarkable man. Thinking that he ought
to live as the English live, he adopted their hab-
its in every possible detail. He always carried
an umbrella and wore a white hat. Finding us
distinguished, as a nation, by our love of exer-
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cise, he gave himself up to! all kinds of sports
whether he was fitted for them or not. He did
not hesitate to risk his limbs on the hunting field,
or his life in the sea, because he saw Englishmen
riding and swimming.

He and I met accidentally at Brighton®
one day, and he went happily into the water,
knowing nothing at all about swimming. Soon,
after we had set out from the shore, I turned
round to look for my friend and was deeply shock-
ed to see nothing between myself and the land
but two waving white arms, which soon disap-
peared under the surface of the sea. I dived to
look for him and found him lying on the bottom
looking smaller than ever. I was luckily able
to take him back to the shore, where he slowly
recovered from his misfortune; and as soon as
he felt well again, he poured out his thanks in
“excited words, declaring that I had saved his
life and that in the future it was entirely at my
service. He said he would never be happy again
until he had repaid me in some way that I would
remember to the end of my days.

I did my best to stop the flow of exclama-
tions and tears by treating the whole thing as a
joke: Little did I think then® that the oppor-
tunity of serving me was soon to come to him,
and that he would then change the whole direc-
tion of my life. ' '
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Pesca’s face, when he met me at the door
of my mother’s cottage that evening, was more
than enough to show that something extraor-
dinary had happened, and when we reached
the sitting-room my mother said that he had
brought some wonderful news, but had refused to
mention what it was until my arrival. While
she was speaking, Pesca pulled a large armchair
to the end of the room and, jumping into it on
his knees, began to speak to us. '

“Now, my dears,” he began in an excited.
voice, “listen to me. The time has come to speak
at last.”

“He will break the back,of the armchair,”
said my sister.

“I have often said that my life belongs to
my dear friend, Walter,” he continued, “and
that I should.never be happy again until I had
done something for him. Now,” cried the little
man at the top of his voice, “how happy I am!
For the something is done at last 1

We declared that we were deeply interest-
ed in what he had to say.

He told us that at one of the fine London
houses where he taught Italian, he had been
asked by the father of his pupils to find a drawing-
master to go to a house in the country. He had
said that he knew the very! man and had then
been given a letter which explained what the
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drawing-master would have to do. This letter
he now handed to me with a wave of his hand.

“Read !” said the little man like a king.
And so I read.

The letter was clear and short. It said
that Frederick Fairlie Esquire!, of Limmeridge
House?, Cumberland?, wished for the services
of a drawing-master for four months to instruct
two young ladies in drawing and painting, and
to clean and arrange a valuable collection of
pictures. He would be paid four guineas a week
and would live on equal terms with the family
at Limmeridge House. No one need apply for
this position unless his character and abilities
were above criticism.

The offer was certainly attractive, and it
came at a time when I was least occupied* in
London. I knew that I should be very lucky to
obtain the employment —and yet I felt un-
willing, for some unexplained reason, to apply
for it. Only the persuasions of Pesca, my moth-
er and my sister at last overcame my doubts
and made me agree to send in my application.
But the doubts remained in my mind.

True to my promise, the next morning I sent
in my application, and a letter which I received
four days later told me that Mr. Fairlie accepted
my services and begged me to start for Cumber-
land immediately. Towards the evening of the
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“Js that the road to London ?”
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same day Pesca looked in!
to see me, and after he
had gone I went to my
mother’s cottage to take my
farewell.

My mother and sister
said so many last words
that it was nearly mid-
night when I left them.
The moon was full, and I
decided to take the longest
and loneliest road home
so as to spend as much
time as possible in the fresh
air. I was walking along,
thinking of the future and
" imagining as well as I
could my coming life at
Limmeridge House, when
I was suddenly startled by
the touch of a hand laid
- lightly on my shoulder from
behind me.

I turned round at
once, with my fingers
tightening round the han-
dle of my stick.

There in the middle

of the road stood the figure .
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