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Foreword

This book is an improvement on the teaching materials which have been used in
Henan University for several years. It is an attempt to present a picture of Great Britain
and America by conveying necessary information about the various features, both
traditional and modern, of these two countries. The selected description of their
respective geography and history in a systematic way is to enrich the readers’ knowledge
and enable them to approach the two countries from the materialist viewpoint so that they
can view the many phenomena in their historical perspective. This, it is hoped,can help
avoid the defect of disorder as might be caused by separate introduction.

This book is written for the Chinese readers who know English and need information
about Great Britain and America but cannot read big volumes for various reasons. All the
materials are carefully selected and arranged for them to understand and memorize
easily. In view of the different levels of proficiency in the English language among the
readers , the book makes a point of using common words and simple sentences so that
more readers can appreciate it.

Each part is preceded by a list of leading facts and ended with some questions for
discussion. It is hoped they can help the readers to grasp the main contents in the text
and form their own train of thought. When the book is used as a kind of teaching
material, the teacher can have his own choice of emphasis in dealing with the text just
by referring his students to the leading facts and the questions. Whether or how far I
have succeeded in carrying out my subjective plan for this book awaits judgment from my
readers whose criticism will be highly appreciated.

I would like to acknowledge my indebtedness to all the books and materials I have
read in the process. They are listed in the bibliography at the end of the book. I also
wish to express my gratitude here to all the participants at the conference held before the
completion of this book. My indebtedness is due particularly to Professor Suo Tianzhang
KK #E (Fudan University ), Associate and Assistant Professors Liu Yulin X E s
(Shanghai Institute of Foreign Languages) , Wang Hongpei 3£ and Chen Guogang
ME 4 (both from Zhengzhou University ) , Ruan Yizhi B{ i Z ( Qufu Normal
College) , Zhao Fansheng #X A7, Liu Bingshan |43, Wang Zengxuan F 8% %
Qin Jianbin Z# % (all from Henan University ) , and Qin Shoufu Z<F#§ ( Henan
University ). They have all given me valuable suggestions and indispensable help in the
process.

Lai Anfang
May 5,1985
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