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PETER AND THE WOLF

SERGEI PROKOFIEV

Both the pieces on this record were
written with the same idea in mind — to
introduce young people to the sounds made
by the various instruments of the orches-
tral. The Russian composer Sergei Pro-
kofiev wrote his musical tale “Peter and
the Wolf” for the Moscow Children’s
Theatre in 1936, and each character’s
part in the story is played® by a different
Instrument:

The bird is played by the flute.

The duck by the oboe.

The sly old cat by the clarinet.

The bassoon plays Peter’s grumpy

old grandfather.
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The wicked wolf is played by three
horns.

Peter, the brave hero, is represented
by all the strings of the orchestra.

And the hunters’ guns thunder out on
the kettle drum and the bass drum.

Here then is the story of *“‘Peter and
the Wolf.”

Early one morning Peter opened the
gate and went out into the big green
meadow.

On the branch of a big tree sat a little
bird, Peter’s friend?, “It is a lovely quiet
morning,”” chirped the bird gaily.

Just then, a duck came waddling
around?. She was glad Peter had not
closed the gate®, and decided to take a
nice swim® in the deep pond in the meadow.

Seeing the duck, the little bird flew
down upon the grass?, settled next to her,
and shrugged his shoulders.

“What kind of a bird are you i you
can’t fly ! said he. To this the duck
replied, *What kind of a bird are you if
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s : »
you can’t swim,

and dived into the pond.

They argued and argued, the duck
swimming in the pond, the little bird
hopping along the shore®. -

Suddenly, something caught Peter’s
attention®. = He noticed a cat cravx}ling
through the grassi®

The cat thought, “The bird is busy
arguing’t, Tl just grab him.”  Steal-
thily, she crept towards him on her velvet
paws. '

“Look out I” shouted Peter, and the
bird flew up into the tree.

The duck quacked angrily at the cat,
from the middle of the pond.

The cat walked around the tree and
thought, “Is it worth climbing up so high ?
By the time I get there the bird will have
flown away!?.”

Grandfather came out. He was ang-
ry because Peter had gone into the mea-
dow. “It is a dangerous place. If a
wolf should come out of the forest, what

23

would you do then, eh?
Peter paid no attention tol® his grand-
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father’s words, Boys like him are not af-
raid of wolves.

But grandfather took Peter by the
hand!4, locked the gate, and led him home.

No sooner had Peter gone than a big
grey wolf did come out of the forest?s,

In a flashl®, the cat climbed to the
very top of the tree.

The duck quacked, and in her terror’
jumped right out of the pond.

But no matter how hard the duck tried
to run, she couldn’t escape the wolf. He
was getting nearer, nearer, catching up
with!® her, and then he got her.

And with one gulp he swallowed her.

And now this is how things stood:
The cat was sitting on one branch of the
tree, the bird on another, not too close to

the cat.
And the wolf walked round and round

the tree, looking at them both with greedy
eyesl®.

In the meantime, Peter, without the
slightest fear, stood behind the closed gate
watching all that was going on.
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