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Our Treasured Canoe

“A journey of a thousand mlles must begin
with a first step,” a Chinese sage' once said. Our
first step was to rent a pop-up trailer so our family
of five could try camping. The mp was a success.
To pull the trailer on subsequent tnps we had to
buy a bigger station wagon'. Sundry* equ1pments
followed sleeping bags, stove, lantern, grill’, pup
tent®, cooler and so on. Eventually, when we went
camping, we looked like the Grand Army of the
Republic.

Now we were clamoring for' a canoe. I placed
an ad in the paper: “Wanted, canoe for young family
on limited budget®. Please call after 6 p.m.’

We waited for days by a silent phone. Then one
night came—THE CALL. “Are you the family
looking for a canoe?” asked an elderly voice.

“Yes, we are, ma’am.” I replied.
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“] may have what you are looking for. First,
tell me about your family and your plans for the
canoe.”

So | told her how our family had enjoyed
camping that summer, and how we especially liked
remote places near lakes. | told her that a canoe
seemed like the next step for us.

Apparently I’d said the right things, for the
woman invited us to come to look at a canoe. On the
following Sunday, the whole famlly drove to her
house. We rang the bell, and a frail' woman with
white hair invited us in.

Once we were seated around the kitchen table,
she proceeded 2 to engage each of us in
conversation. She made it clear that the canoe was
special to her. She wanted it to go to a family with
love and care.

It seems we passed the test, because she invited
us out to the garage. It was empty, except for a
wooden rack’ on which rested—THE CANOE.

It was 18 feet long, with high, curved bow’
and stern’; green-painted canvas seats one with a
cedar backrest and two cushions® stuffed with
balsam-fir needles. A portrait of an Indian chief had
been wood-burned on a hand-carved paddle.
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The canoe was magnificent. It was almost too
much to hope that such a glorious thing could be
ours.

Dazzledl, we followed the woman back to the
house. She opened an old album and showed us a
picture of a smiling couple on a porch swing. We
recognized our hostess. The young man was
handsome.

She turned the page, and we recognized the
canoe. The young man was in the stern, holding the
Indian head paddle. In the bow sat a young woman
wearing a straw hat. “My husband courted” me in
that very canoe,” the woman explained. She told us
about some of the outings they had enjoyed long
ago.

We feared the canoe was beyond our grasp. My
wife and 1 had agreed that we could go as high as
$100. This canoe was clearly worth more than that.
Timidly we inquired how much she was asking.

“How much will you prepare to spend?” she
asked.

“Seventy-five dollars,” 1 stammered, leaving
room for negotiation.

“Tsk®,” said the woman. “With your young
family, I couldn’t possibl;/ accept more than $35.”
We shook hands fervently".
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