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Rationality and Management
——On Max Weber’ s management
philosophy and it’ s influence

Abstract

The main purpose of this thesis is to illuminate the thought of
Weber’ s management philosophy. There are four parts to be ar-
ranged : the first part explains the theoretic source of Weber’ s man-
agement philosophy . At first in this part, the theme of the thesis is
introduced: Max Weber is not only as a famous sociologist and a
thinker of management on our world, but also as a management
philosopher with a rich thoughts in this academic field . It will open a
new dimensionality to understand Weber ' s thoughts . Then the reader
will find the introduction of the theoretic source of Weber’ s manage-
ment philosophy : there are mainly classical philosophy of Germany
which offered a kernel concept “ rationality” to Weber' s management
philosophy , and Comte’ s positivism which made Weber to notice the
objectivity of social science and meanwhile combined the managing
science and the dialectic metaphysical philosophy, and Neo - Kan-
tism which involved in the giving source of methodology, and Marx-
ism which formed the logical precondition on which Weber established
his management philosophy , that is to say, through the criticism to
Marxist economic determinism, Weber answered the question how the
capitalism to be established on the base of the Protestant ethic .

In second part, the thesis constructed the theoretic system of We-
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ber’ s management philosophy according to the works of Weber,
which includes the basic theory of management philosophy such as ba-
sic categories , basic principles, basic theory, and the methodology
of management philosophy including the thought of value - free,
thought of causality, thought of ideal style and so on, and through
the philosophical analysis of bureaucracy, the representative in We-
ber’ s managing thought, the author strengthens on the theoretic
apply of Weber’ s management philosophy. The author, in this
part, shows the characteristic of Weber’ s management philosophy to
reader : from general to individual , and from abstract to concretion .

The third part is arranged to analyze the influence of the Weber’
s management philosophy. At first, the author show that the
“ Charismas” of Weber and the “ Zarathustra” of Nietzsche all have
the tendency of post — modernity through comparing these two charac-
ters, and then showing Weber' s influence on the thought of post —
modernity through the analysis in the influence of Weber to the school
of Frankford, especially to the Habermas .

The fourth part is arranged to analyze the shortcoming in We-
ber’ s management philosophy . Through analysis the theoretic sys-
tem and criticizing the system with materialism of the communicative
praxis , the author gets the logical conclusion of the thesis : the view
of the communicative management, and makes out briefly the mean-
ing, characteristic and influence of the view .

Key Words: management philosophy ; rationality; bureaucra-
¢y; the communicative praxis ;

the communicative management .

Written by: Chen Xianglan
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