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PREFACE

Giant panda ( Ailuropoda melanoleuca) was historically given the
name “pi”, a precious mammal, and was the highly treasured and of-
ten as gift or tribute on great occasions of state over 3000 years ago
(“to tribute its skin to the imperial”, The Book of Songs). With the
elapse of time, it has become one rare mammal with many legend sto-
ries, and is famous all over the world in modem times. It is not only
one of the treasures of China, but also one historical heritage of the na-
ture for human beings and attracts much attention both from intemation-
al conservation and organizations in the world. It was chosen to be the
emblem and flag by World Wildlife Fund for Nature (WWF) at the
time when WWF was firstly founded in 1961. Thereafter, it was re-
garded as the symbol of protection for all endangered and rare species
around the world.

It was a main component of Southem China mammalian fauna,
which was widely distributed over the regions of Yangtse River and Pear
River. The panda’ s range extended to Zhoukoudian of Beijing, and
even into northern Myanmar and Vietnam. Fossils of pandas have been
collected at hundreds of site over 16 provinces of China. Most of the
species of this group became extinct under the pressure of the last ice-
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age by the mid-Pleistocene, roughly 11 000 years ago in Quartenary.
Its current geographical distribution areas have retreated from upper
reaches of Yangtze River to the eastern edge of the Tibetan Plateau.
Now they are surviving into 5 isolated areas in the high mountains and
secluded valleys of Qinling Mountain system, Minshan Mountain sys-
tem, Qionglai Mountain system, Xiangling Mountain system as well as
Liangshan Mountain system. After the Holocene, especially since the
half of the last century, the population of wild panda was further affect-
ed by human activities, such as deforestation, railway and road build-
ing along or even among the forests area they are living. Their habitat
was separated into fragmented parts and the square reduced from
50 000km” to 12 000 km? and even worse in particular area which
causes the population of this rare species to decrease. This situation
has attracted much attention both within and outside of China.

First, it is not only of great importance and scientific values to
protect panda—the ancient rare, peculiar and endangered animal, but
also help to conserve other sympatric, endangered and rare species of
animals, such as golden monkeys and takins. Second , most of the
ranges of pandas extended into the sources of upper reach of Yangtse
River and Yellow River where the forest vegetation of habitat are impor-
tant for the conservation of water, but is also considered important for
the construction of forest protection system, and hydroelectric station
along the upper and middle reaches of Yangtse River, in addition, the
water supply for the cities along the middle and lower reaches of the
Rivers. At the meantime, this area is of much value, which should not
be ignored besides animal protection. This area was also recorded as
one of the key area for intemational biodiversity protection that should
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pay much more attention and energy on conservation and research.

The author of this book has been devoting his life to pandas study
since 1970s. He firstly began his long-term fieldwork at Wuyipeng eco-
logical station in Wolong Nature Reserve where he collaborated with
foreign experts, including Dr. G.B. Schaller, an expert from WWF to
conduct research on wild pandas. Thereafter, he and his colleagues
and students established another three ecological stations respectively in
Minshan Mountain, Liangshan Mountain and Xiangling Mountain where
they conducted further scientific research on wild pandas. The author
systematically and comparatively studied every issue of population
ecology of pandas and a series of academic papers and books have been
published on which he edited this book ( Research on the Giant
Panda) .

This book was written with full and accurate materials. The author
clearly explained giant panda’ s historical records, morphology and
habits, habitat and activities, reproduction and population dynamics,
its origin and evolution, raising and breeding, conservation and man-
agement. This book is the most systematic and comprehensive book on
the giant panda to date. It will provide people who care about the giant
panda and its conservation with enriched information, and will be a
useful book for priorities of the millennium in protection, assessment
and academic research as well as one important reference book for pro-

tection and management decisions.

Ruyong Sun Ph. D.
Prof. and Academician of College of Life Science
Beijing Normal University



i}

il

KEBHEELYBR(CEL)), H BRI EARE)) 2
H 4 a B BE, FL R AR A 4 BE (Cat bear), LB IR B K K #8
# (Giant panda), FE% 3000 £ 4 MM EHE G EIER, v R E
BAKFRAWZE, REHEREEAL TR, CRE WEK)
WS ERENEET R, CREREBENFADHAY,
BBEHFUE" REE, ARAALNEARF LR, AEH
AfFIRMAR, HAM T URAR X E,

EHENLTASYHREE Y S M THUR, E20 4
50~60F KK —ENER RPN E R T, P42
o XBAR. XUEGUE,70ERW, rEmEuilg
HRELFHEBRALAXARR L EARBED R YRR
fTRE. AESRUB, XU REMR LB BERERLERRY
RRI“HE-MARBEANES, OFRWBREFH 5 #
REARELLS(WWR)AEHARARYE, RXREFEF R4
5WWFHWEREIYAERL-MART 3EHE, T 1985 £ 4
EIAAHBR TSR A AR, LB X IR L AERTERK
PRELIT ARITFARBEIRNES", RE WWFIHE X
CURARERE , FHEAERBRATE, FETENFH L



