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Preface

This book, Lithofacies Paleogeography of the Cambrian and Ordovician in Northwest
China, is a part of the research achievements of the present writer’s subject “Study and Map-
ping of Lithofacies Paleogeography of the Cambrian and Ordovician of China”, which is sup-
ported by CNPC.

This bouk is the present writer’s eleventh monograph on lithofacies paleogeography! 4
and the fourth monograph on lithofacies paleogeography of the Cambrian and Ordovi-
cian®*® These books are “source books”l#, “Source” means “originality”. It is the
source of river and the root of tree. It is the original creation. These books are the foundation
upon which the development of paleogeagraphy depends.

The present writer’s study and mapping of lithofacies paleogeography started from the
Cambrian and Ordovician™"™*, and has been carried on for twenty-two years. During this
period, the present writer was also engaged in the study and mapping of lithofacies paleo-
geography of other geological ages such as the Carboniferous, Permian and Triassic, but the
study area is restricted to South China and is smaller than that of the Cambrian and Ordovi-
cian .

Most of the writer’s previous monographs on paleogeography are limited to stable plat-
forms and dominated by carbonate rocks. However, this book is different from the preceding
ones. It includes not only stable platform areas but also active geosyncline areas, such as Al-
tay Mountains, Tianshan Mountains and Qilian Mountains., The present writer went “down
to geosynclines” at last. To accomplish the task of study and mapping of lithofacies paleo-
geography all over China, there is no other way but “down to geosynclines”. Practice has
shown that the present writer’s “Single Factor Analysis and Comprehensive Mapping
Method” is also effective in geosyncline areas.

The work of study and mapping of lithofacies Paleogeography of Northwest China start-
ed on January 1995. It began with Gansu and Qinghai aress first, then Xinjiang area, and fi-
nally was the summary of whole Northwest China and finalization of the words and maps of
this book. This work lasted about five years, It was a very arduous working process, Post-
doctor Zhang Jiagiang and Doctor Wang Guoli were the main force. Through this work,
Wang Guoli achieved doctor’s degree, and Zhang Jiagiang completed his post-doctor’s study.
In addition, Doctor Jin Zhenkui and Doctor Bao Zhidong alse tock part in the outdoot and in-
door work, and made great contribution to the accomplishment of this work,

During the study and mapping of lithofaceis paleogeography of the Cambrian and Or-
dovician of Northwest China and the finalization of the manuscript of this book, the present

writer got support from the leaders of the Science and Technology Development Department

3



of CNPC (originally Science and Technology Bureau of CNPC), leaders of the University of
Petroleum, and a number of colleagues and friends of many other units. Here I would like to
thank all of them sincerely!

The publishing of this book is an impartant step to completion of study and mapping of
lithofacies paleogeography of the Cambrian and Ordovician all over China. Now we are ad-
justing manpower and material resources and try to finish the task of study and mapping of
lithofacies paleeogeography of the Cambrian and Ordovician of South China and whole China
within one or two years, so that my long cherished wish of “contributing plums and peaches

on the third milestone”™ begins to be realized. At that time I will share the fruit with all
the readers.

Feng Zengzhao
September 15389
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