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IN MEMMORY OF DR. SHAO- WEN LING(1907—1990)

Professor Doctor Shao— Wen Ling, the outstandingly world renowned Chibese biologist and
fishery scientist was devoted his whole life to researcH and teaching of hydrobiology and aquacul-
ture, passed away ohe year age, on 19 July 1990.

Dr. Ling was born in Zhangzhou (Changchow), China and received his Ph. D. from Cotnell
University in the USA. He was Professor of Biology at Amoy University , Shantung University ,
Kweiyang Medical College,ete. , in China, in the 1930— 40’s, and continued teaching at the U-
niversity of Washington and the University of Miami, U. 5. A. after retiring. He was the found-
ing Ditector of the first fisheries research institution of China —the Chinese National Fisheries Re-
search Institute, Shanghai (now Yellow Sea Fisheries Research Institute). Tn 1949—1973,he
served as Regional Officer, Technical Assistance Expert and Regional Fish Cuiturist of Asia and
the Far East, Food and Agriculture Otganization of the United Nations (FAQ). Dr. Ling was the
first scientist who mastered the technology of artificial breeding and farming of the Malaysian
prawn, Macrobrachwm rosenbergii, and established the freshwater prawn farming industry in the
warmwater area of the world. His outstanding scientific achievenients were the culminations of
years of hydrabiological research and practice in the fields of prawn culture and production, and
promoted the development of freshwater prawn farming in the wﬁrld. He was honored as a Life
Member by the World Mariculture Society in 1974, and later by the Asian Fisheries Society.

Professor 5. W. Ling is also one artist. His marvelous traditionaf Chinese painting of the
freshwater prawn is of high artistic quality and has been highly appraised.

In memory of the “father” of freshwater prawn farming and the world authority on the cul-
ture of warm — water fishes, the biography of Professor Shao- Wen Ling submitted by Mrs.
Jeanette Ling is being published here in the “TRANSACTONS OF THE CHINESE CRUS-
TACEAN SOCIETY ,No. 3" to extol his achievement and contributions te world prawn culture.

Liu Ruiyu (J. Y.Lin)

President , Chinese Society of Oceanology & Limnology
President ,Chinese Crustacean Society

Qingdac, China, 19 July, 1991
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SHAO- WEN LING(1907—1990)

Dr. Shao -wen Ling was known among his colleagues as the “father™ of freshwater prawn
farming, a new industry in many countries throughout the wotld. He was the first person to suc-
cessfully rear the Malaysian prawn Macrobrachtum rosenbergis from egg to adult under controlled
conditions. He was also regarded as a world authority on the culture of warm —water fishes and
a “giant” in the field of aguaculture. In 1974, The World Mariculture Society honored him as
ofte of its six life members, the first Asia or Chinese so honored. Later, he was awareded the first
life membership by the Asian Fisheries Society.

His numercurs students around the world learned aquatic husbandry as a scientific technolo-
gy with social, pelitical and economic components. His teaching was a marvelous blend of love,
deep concern for his students and 2 thorough understanding of the needs of the peoples ultimately
served.

From this warm, modest man, emanated humor and enthusiasm that enveloped all those
around him. This warmth and graciousness are evident also in his wife, Jeanette Ling. Her assis-
tance, encouragement and companionship through his career have no doubt contributed greatly to
his work.

Dr. Ling was born in Zhangzhou (Changchow), (Fujian), China in 1907. He received
both his bachllor’s and master’s degrees from Yenching University in China and his Ph. D. from
Cornell University in the USA. He held honoratry doctorates and an endowed professorship from
universities in both hemispheres. In China, Dr. Ling served as a professor of biology at Amoy U-
nivetsity, Shantung University , National Kweiyang Medical College and the Nationai Defense
Medical Coliege.

After World War II,Dt, Ling’ s professional emphasis shifted to the field of aquaculture. He
served as the founding director of the Chinese National Fisheries Research Institute, Shanghai,
China. In 1949 he joined the Food and Agricuiture Organization of United Nations (FAO) and
served 23 years as Regional Officer, Technical Assistance Expert, and Regional Fish Culturist of
Asia and the Far East.

After retiring from FAO, Dr. Ling remained active in the training, planning, and develop-
ment of aquaculture and continued teaching with the University of aquaculture and continued
teaching with the University of Washington, Seattie and the University of Miami, Coral Gables.
The Lings moved to League City, Texas in 1988.

On July 19,1990, this remarkable, gentle man died quietly, surrounded by his family’s
love. He is deeply missed as a foving husband and father. and as dedicated scientist and téacher.
His life’s work is a cornerstone in the science and technology of aduaculturc. He wiil be remem-

bered for his contributions to feeding the peoples of the world.
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