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PREFACE

I have known Mr Chen Wenzhao for many years, most
especially when he was China’s ambassador to New Zealand.
Ambassador Chen was not only an able representative of his
country but also devoted much time and energy to
understanding New Zealand, as he also did to understanding
the other countries and cities in which he had had the good
fortune to live during his long and varied career. Ambassador
Chen recently wrote about New Zealand in a series that
introduces foreign countries to Chinese readers. Now he has
turned his attention to recording his own impressions of his life
in Western Samoa, Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the
Cook Islands. As a diplomatic representative he met the
leaders of all these lands, but he was also interested in the
lives of the ordinary people in all these countries. The images
collected in this book express the wide variety of his
experiences and acquaintances, and the richness of
Ambassador Chen’s career. Through this book, readers in
China will gain an enhanced understanding of my own country,
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New Zealand, and of the other places where Chen Wenzhao

g s

spent his life.

John McKinnon
New Zealand Ambassador to China
Beijing
May 2005
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