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Author’s Mote

EONARDO IS CONSIDERED ONE OF THE WORLD’S
&..¢ greatest artists. His scientific discoveries and inventions
amaze historians and scientists alike. We know of many of his
achievements, but much of his life remains a mystery.

Leonardo lived over five hundred years ago, and there are
very few documented facts about his life. The artist himself
left behind few clues. During his lifetime, he kept thousands of
pages of notes containing drawings, inventions, opinions,
observations, and letters. From his notes, we have learned much
about his ideas and accomplishments. Unfortunately, his notes
reveal almost nothing about Leonardo as a person — his daily
life, his personality, or his emotions.

The first biography of Leonardo da Vinci was written al-
most fifty years after his death by the artist, architect, and writer
Giorgio Vasari! Vasari collected stories about Leonardo from
Leonardo’s former pupils and friends. His biography was pub-
lished as part of a volume titled Lives of the Painters, Sculp-
tors and Architects. It is a valuable description of Leonardo’s
life. However, most modern historians believe the biography
contains mistakes, incorrect information, and exaggerated

legends.

Since the completion of Vasari’s biogra-
phy in 1568, biographers have tried to piece
together!'! a more accurate picture of the life
of Leonardo da Vinci. However, with few re-

maining historical documents, biographers
don’t always agree on some of the facts sur-
rounding this famous artist and scientist.
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Author’s Hote

When researching information for this biography, it became obvious
that much of what is published about Leonardo da Vinci is a patchwork!!
of recorded facts and educated guesses. As a biographer, I have chosen to
include as much documented information as possible. [ have also tried to
inform the reader when a detail is uncertain or when a story about the
artist may simply be a colorful legend passed down through the years. In
doing this, my goal has been to paint the clearest portrait possible of a
remarkable artist, scientist, and inventor.
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* ’2 ¢ 1. A Country Boy
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( % N A PEACEFUL HILLSIDE IN ITALY IN THE MIDDLE OF
...# the 1400s, a young boy strolled!! with his uncle among the tangled
grapevines and silvery-green olive trees. Above them was the village of
Vinci, with its small stone houses huddled” around an ancient castle.
Below them, the Arno River wound its way through the Tuscan Valley.

The boy and his uncle may have stopped to gather rocks and plants
to carry home. They might have captured lizards in the vineyards. Perhaps
they just lay on their backs in the wheat fields and studied the birds that
flew above them. At the end of the day, the two made their way back up
the dusty road to the family farm in the nearby hamlet™ of Anchiano.

The boy’s name was Leonardo. Because his family had lived in the
town of Vinci for many generations, they had taken the surname “da
Vinci,” Italian for “of Vinci.” The boy, then, was Leonardo da Vinci.

Back in his family’s farmhouse, Leonardo might have hurried to
show his rocks to his grandfather, Antonio. He might have told his
grandmother, Monna Lucia, about the birds he had seen. Then he may
have sat by the fireplace and listened to his Uncle Francesco tell him
about how some plants could be used for medicine or how the clouds
could help a person predict the weather. Leonardo adored!* Francesco
and must have thought his uncle knew all there was to know about na-
ture and the world around him.

Although there are few documented facts about
Leonardo’s childhood, one thing is certain. He was born
on April 15, 1452, at 10:30 PM. His grandfather, An-
tonio da Vinci, entered” the date and time in the

family’s leather-bound book when Leonardo was bap-
. tizged in the village church. “There was born to me a
- grandson, the child of Ser Piero my son,” he
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wrote. Antonio also entered the names of the priest and the villagers
who witnessed the baptism. He did not, however, record the name of
Leonardo’s mother, Caterina. She and Ser Piero were not married, so
baby Leonardo was considered illegitimate. In those days, it was not
unusual for the mother to be omitted from the family records if she had
given birth to an illegitimate child.

Piero da Vinci’s status as a wealthy notary allowed him to use the
title “Ser” before his name. As a notary, Ser Piero prepared contracts
and other legal documents for people who paid him well. Ser Piero was
a stern and ambitious man whose career kept him in Florence, twenty
miles away, and left little time for raising Leonardo. Caterina was most
likely a peasant, not from the kind of reputable family that Ser Piero
expected to marry into. Within months after his son’s birth, Ser Piero
married Albiera di Giovanni Amadori, the daughter of a Florentine notary.
He must have considered Albiera a more suitable wife for a well-to-do!"
businessman like himself.

It seems likely that the infant Leonardo stayed with Caterina, close
to his grandfather Antonio in Anchiano. He and Caterina may even have
lived in a cottage provided for them by Leonardo’s family. Later,
however, possibly when Leonardo was about eighteen months old, the
Da Vincis arranged for Caterina to marry a laborer nicknamed the
Quarreler. After the marriage, Caterina went to live with her new hus-
band in a nearby village. Young Leonardo was left with his aging
grandparents, Antonio and Monna Lucia.

The elder Da Vincis took good care of Leonardo,
#h but it was Ser Piero’s younger brother, Francesco, who
' gave Leonardo the time and attention the small boy
needed. Francesco was a gentle young man, content
# o% with his country lifestyle and satisfied with over-
k . seeing the family farm. He was happy to have




