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Prologue

"¢ '"HE LITTLE BOY SLIPPED DOWN FROM THE HIGHCHAIR,

& toddlin ¢! toward his father in the garage of their California home.
His dad looked over in amazement as the nine-month-old picked up the
golf club he had received as a toy. Father and son had spent many ses-
sions out in the garage these past three months. Dad would launch™
practice shots into a net as the baby watched.

Usually, the little boy just cooed and smiled. But on this day, the
baby picked up the small golf club his father had cut down for him.
Then, on unsteady feet, the toddler approached one of the balls on the
practice carpet. He pulled his golf club back, waved it slightly as his
daddy had, and swung® like an expert. The ball flew into the net.

“We have a genius on our hands!” the excited father told his wife
after that swing.

Perhaps it was a lucky shot. Perhaps it was fate. Perhaps over time
that first swing has come to seem better than it really was. But no
matter — the toddler’s early tee™! shot was an omen. The child was
Tiger Woods. Over the next twenty years, he would develop into the
finest golfer the world has ever known.

Of course, at the time no one knew how great Tiger Woods would
be. The odds'™ against any athlete are immense. Even someone with
great natural talent can be distracted or suffer misfortune. He or she will '

certainly be discouraged along the way. Often it
, . is difficult to tell exactly what helps and what

. B hurts a young person’s development.

Tiger Woods faced one obstacle many golfers

never encounter. Tiger’s dad is African American.
His mother comes from Thailand. While American so-
ciety has changed greatly since the civil rights battles
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Prologue

of the 1950s and 1960s, prejudice remains. This is true in sports, despite
the efforts and achievements of many.

By the time Tiger picked up his golf club, black stars were common
in baseball, basketball, and football. However, golf had never had a black
superstar. Relatively few blacks played professional golf. In fact, in many
places, blacks were still openly discouraged from playing the game, even
for recreation.

But prejudice would not hold back'"! Tiger Woods. With talent, hard
work, and a great deal of love and support from his parents, he over-
came the odds to become one of the greatest athletes of all time. And
he’s getting better.
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¢ 12 ¢ 1. Birth of a Legend

R;’ AJOR EARL WOODS LEANED BACK IN THE BAMBOO
" & thicket. A sniper had just missed killing him. Woods decided he
needed a few minutes of quiet. But this was Vietnam. The country had
been at war for nearly three decades. No place was ever really safe,
especially in the early 1970s.

“Woody!” yelled a voice. “Don’t move!”

Woods didn’t. ‘

“There’s a bamboo viperi! about two inches from your right eye,”
said the man, South Vietnamese army colonel Vuong Dang Phong, who
had warned him.

Phong coaxed'” his friend to keep still for several more minutes as
one of the most dangerous snakes in the world slid a few inches from his
face. One wrong move — even a hiccup or a sneeze — and the snake
could have seriously injured or killed Woods and Phong. Finally, the
snake slipped away. Woods beat a quick retreat.

It was neither the first nor last time that the two men faced danger
together. Major Woods was an excellent soldier and would earn a spe-
cial medal for his bravery, but it was Phong he considered special. He
began calling the Vietnamese colonel Tiger. The nickname was a tribute!”’
to Phong’s bravery.

Earl Woods was in Vietnam in 1970 for his second assignment in
the war-torn country. By then, U.S. troops had
been in South Vietnam for more than ten years,
trying to help the government in its fight against

the Communist North Vietnamese. Woods was a

Green Beret'"! major. His job was to help the South
Vietnamese improve their army so they could defend
themselves better.
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Woods soon went home. America eventually withdrew all of its
troops. South Vietnam was defeated by North Vietnam. But Earl Woods
would never forget the man who saved his life.

ELDRICK “TIGER” WOODS

By 1974 Earl Woods, who had been promoted to lieutenant colonel,
was ready to retire from the army and rejoin civilian life. He had mar-
ried a woman from Thailand named Kultida Punswad in 1973 and
wanted to settle down with her in the United States. Kultida — often
called Tida by family and friends — had met Earl when he was sta-
tioned''" in Bangkok a few years earlier. They had fallen in love almost
immediately.

Kultida is Earl’s second wife. Though Earl and his first wife had
two sons and a daughter, they divorced.

A few months before Earl left the army, another officer introduced
him to golf. In a few months, Earl became a fanatic'*'. Very competitive
by nature, he spent hours and hours practicing, determined to beat his
friend. Finally he challenged him to a match — and won. Earl continued
to hone!® his game after taking a job as a contracts administrator with
McDonnell Douglas, a large company in California.

He was still improving when his new son was born on De-
cember 30, 1975. The boy was named Eldrick, a unique name that

begins with his father’s first initial and ends

with his mother’s. Kultida said that she gave

him that name so that he would be sur-

rounded by both parents throughout his life.

Right from the start, Earl called the infant Tiger,

in honor of"" the man who had saved his life in
Vietnam.



