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* 3+ The Works of Feng Qi Vol. N

Summary

This volume is composed of “Introduction” and “Part
One” Of the whole book. In the “Introduction”, the author
first articulates his definition of the history of philosophy as
“a dialectical movement of knowledge rooted in human so-
cial practice and unfolded chiefly around the relationship
between thinking and being”. Then he discusses the charac-
teristics of traditional Chinese philosophy, and, as the theo-
retical basis for this discussion, systematically presents for
the first time his view of what he calls “epistemology in the

broad sense”.
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Summary

“Epistemology in the broad sense” covers actually those
fields that are traditionally under the names of epistemology
(in the narrow sense) ,. logic, philosophy of nature, ethics and
aesthetics. Traditional philosophy, according to the author,
made great achievements in dialectical logic and dialectical
conception of nature in the form of monism of g/ (material
force), in contrast with the Western achievements of formal
logic and atomism. In ethics, Chinese philosophy has a strong
tradition of rationalism (or, in author’s words, an over-

whelming emphasis on “the principle of self-consciousness”),
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which is in sharp contrast with the strong tradition of volun-
tarianism (“the principle of voluntariness”) in the West. In
aesthetics, Chinese philosophers developed theories of expres-
sionism and artistic sphere (yi jing) at a quite early stage,
which is quite different from the early development in the
West of the theory of imitation and that of typical characters.

Part One of the book is devoted to discussing pre — Qin
philosophy which developed mainly in the form of the debates
over the problem of “tian (Heaven) v. ren(Human)” and that

of “ming(Name) v. shi(actuality)”. If the traditional Chinese
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philosophy can be understood as a series of conceptual circles
connected with each other into a huge circle, then the pre-Qin
Chinese philosophy is the first major one of them. Confucius
respected human reason and was nevertheless led to a sort
of apriorism. In opposition to this, Mo Zi stressed experience
which resulted in a sort of empiricism. Attempting to over-
come both Confucianism and Mohism, the author of Lao Zi
put forth a dialectical idea of movement and transformation
with a strong flavor of idealism and mysticism. After that, the

author of Guan Zi developed a kind of materialistic rationalism
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in opposition to Lao Z:’s idealism, and Mencius developed
Confucius’s thoughts into a system of idealistic rationalism—
both of them, like some early legalists, can be characterized
by a sort of dogmatism. To this tendency the book Zhuang Zi
opposed his relativism, while Hui Shi and Gongsun Long gave
full display to the conflicts between relativism and absolutism.
Achievements of theoretical thinking made by these philoso-
phers paved road for the l.ater Mohist development of a
system of formal logic, which, according to the author,

had arrived at a quite high level compared with its Western




Summary 8-

counterparts of the same period. At the end of the period
came Xun Zi, who made a relatively reasonable summing-up
of the pre-Qin debates mentioned above, and arrived at a unity
of naive materialism and naive dialectics. After Xun Zi, Han
Fei advocated the principle of struggle, while the author(s) of
Lue’s Spring and Autumn stressed the principle of unity. Both
of these principles are contained in The Book of Change, as
moments of a quite sophisticated system of dialectical think-
ing, which, though, turned out to be a precedent to theologi-

cal idealism in the Han dynasty following the Qin dynasty.
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