b . Photographic collection by

Li Xinghua

RERR R



hml.. MA ..w.+. % W/W POETIC LIJIANG RIVER

N




EHERME (CIP) #iE

PRSI / 224tk —dbnt R EBER AR,
2006.1
ISBN 7—80007 9295

I .2 I.OREEL—H E—IR
—ER R QI IV.J424

rh [E A B 454 CIP Bt (2005) 45 154612 5

H 4. BT

g &, FERE

T Bk

BB ASA

WESE TPV -

kit HIHE

WXRIE: T B O

R & AT A R R
ok AL BALLRE AR 615
hB B gt : 100005
S f g 010— 65136125 65280977
Wl . www.cpgph.com

Bl Rl B B R AN PR 2w

I A 250mm x 240mm 1/12

Efl gk, 10

Bk 2006 4E 1 HES LRRES 1 ZkEDAI
Efl . 1—3000 Jit

4 2. ISBN 7—80007—929—-5/J.929
£ s 1285C

A ENBE R R 1S T AR



. FF= (Foreword)

1. PERZRFALEHLR FTXE 2
2 MHELAEFHAA REHR/4L

. =/K (Clouds and Waters) / 8

. WA (Rocks) /42

. AZ (People) /72

. % (Art exchange) /116

. =1t (Postscript) /118




g_.

Wz 3k, KFNRARF, HIWam, gz, BEER. XFREBEES, BT HENE, BExE XKAPE,
KWL, BMEEE, FOXRB. BRAZHRMRL, B2 =TF. §K51E SRREFRETR. REFZZARRFNRE,
SHANE, FHEeBg, RREMEE, BRFR, BIR. T T JF, THME. URAANIEBRRIER. H¥RH%
¥, EEIAK, BWAR. BRAEFNE, TIL. 5. HEE. BSARHTER. BIBFHABNER, THHiRn®H
B ARTE, —FERNEZEARIR.

MAEFHIRETK, HHEBIU BERUER, RARE. RN I=9kK, tHEsbfrg. BRERKILA, FEERMY
ML E— LS, B RE, BEINLAR, REKE, RHRRAE. B, B2 BRFH/NE WE. D A
THEZE, MARS, BTREXA MM, #INAHBHE, FHERER. e Tl RE. 8K FRIMHSER Hd
BETEMN, BAREARRILERBENHR. FTEEEES, BE/KEKRTSHBERER, SUEREA.

B A, REAZERFNER, BRXERAZAREE, FERLMRZE, NSSMLHMARORE, RENAECERK
EEFORARTEE, ERMIEZ—, EANBRZET. 55808, HRLE.

it G B BRI, WHKRAOMRE. ERMYRZEENEXR, BFAEE, AREF. BhEzx), BEER, LLER
i, ARER. “BR” TMXREMENSIMESR, TREFRE, BAETVELIRTRRETHEAEER. RZARME
AYIB K

ABRASZHEKEMNEFZRNAEREHE, BRMICREBRNETRS, R EDH LR RIRNE. AT AN FE,
BRREA, BMKE, EEE. KEEFERRER, BYRKED, HEXNAXFERBMSTEAD, FYPEFSLFEBNHE
BE—R2. BAMENENBREBALRT LY, REMXEXEFTZIMEE, WRIMFROFREDERMERMNTIE. B LR
ES5ZRPRE, FHEWMR, ZEWR.

RIEZFE

¥ B T ABF LA R AT AF

2005-F 11 A 18 B, 47



Preface

The beauty of Lijiang River , though beyond the reach of description , can be seen in the clearness of the waters , in the fantasticalness of the rocks,
in the meanders of the sunny river valleys, in the curves of the surrounding hills , in the exuberance of the bamboos and trees along the banks, in the
change of drizzles and mists over the river in different seasons , or in the lovely hieroglyphic designs on the hill sides , etc ; or to be more
philosophical , I'd like to say , the beauty can be felt in the contrast and combination of mildness and wildness , of brightness and dimness , of motion
and stillness , of nearness and distance, of the seen and the unseen , etc . In addition to the natural beauty , never should be overlooked are the
many ancient cultural sites by the river , the ancient calligraphic inscriptions on the rocks , and the unique folk customs of the village people, which,
along with the natural beauty, have attracted many artists and writers , and given them so much inspirations that they have created many lovely
works , works with poetic beauty that can be seen , read , touched , lived with or got lost in .

Mr. Li Xinghua , the photographer , being a native citizen of Guilin , have strolled very much by the Lijiang River , as a little boy keeps lingering
around his mother’ s knees . No wonder he is very familiar with and attracted by the scenes there , such as the clear waters, the fantastic hills the
changing mists and clouds , and so on. Holding the river so dear in his heart , and with the curiosity and sensitivity like that of a young child , Mr. Li
has been for years endeavoring to rediscover the beauty of Lijiang river through his camera eye , and fortunately he has done very well . He is never
tired of looking for special angles never found before by others , and the pleasure brought by a new unique photo is all award he wants . Most of his
works offer fresh pleasure which may catch the reader at first eye ; and what is surprising is that the reader’ s imagination is often aroused and flies
elsewhere far away , at the sight of the seemingly common things in the photos , and therefore the appreciation is promoted or even fantasized , as
a music listener has heard the music beyond the melody .To have more new discoveries , Mr. Li has been a regular visitor to high peaks , dangerous
rocks , steep paths , dense forests , shoals by the river , villages in the moon and old lanes in the sunset . Tempered alternately by success and
failure , hope and disappointment , he is not beaten by frustration ; on the contrary , he sticks more and more to his purpose and considers less and
less about gain and loss , though , of course , he has got a lot of pleasure in his pursuit . Life goes on in such a way , and his works can be regarded
as spiritual Chinese olives freshly got from nature to serve himself , as well as many people who love nature and life .

Mr. Li likes to look into real scenes and find poetic materials for his photos which , being so real , look sometimes like raw materials so much that
you may suspect that they are unfinished . Though little traces of the photographer can be seen in the photos , something in them may allure you to
think and imagine about the inner world of the photographer , about the secret soliloquy of him to his soul , or allure you to recall to your mind
something you saw or felt a long time ago . By way of thinking , recalling and imagining , you are in fact taking part in the re-creation of the works ,
and so happily , you are , in some sense , the co-author now , and the photos become works “ with me ” rather than “ without me ”.With creation and
re-creation combined for recreation , what pleasure it will bring ! As the saying goes , art lives in simplicity and implicitness , the proof of which can
also be seen in the works of Mr. Li . He tries to present something as it is in each of his photos , and hopes that it can be the inner core of the work.
Though little attention paid to , other things run in the photo surrounding the core, in their own complicated , ordered but natural way . With the
exposed and the hidden combined in their own way , a work of naturalism with little adornments comes into being . Seeing the world as it is and
trying to show what is seen and what is underneath , Mr. Li has done his efforts as many artists have done.

The photos included in this selection are taken from recent works by Mr. Li . Very different from most selections by other photographers , this one
pays as much attention to people as to the beauty of nature . The life state and customs of the village people are consciously and faithfully recorded,
along with the values and ideas of them in special periods of time . With much reflected or implied in trivial details or the overlooked things , you may
see in this selection rich colors in plain photos , or simplicity in exuberant colors . What is more to be mentioned is that , the works of Mr. Li are
different from photos in the journalist style, for he has tried hard in his choice of angles and objects and scenes , and has put into the works his
personal feelings in the hope of making them endure longer . The scenery presented in this selection will hopefully give new inspirations to other
artists , and the village people in the photos will live another life in the minds of readers to come . | have little idea of how much of Mr. Li" s expectation
is fulfilled , but | am happy to know that he is still on his way of pursuing his further dreams . What happiness there lies in the pursuit , and my hearty
blessings go along with him !

Professor Ke Wenhui
Chinese Research Institute of Arts
Beijing , Nov. 18, 2005
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Foreword

It was late fall, the air was pervaded by intoxicating osmanthus blossom. Xinhua invited me to the publishing house to give a final look at
his photographic collection before its publication. Sitting before the computer screen, as the photos turned out one after another, memories
came alive.

Photography is our shared interest, which has given us the chance to know each and later become good friends. To capture a few good
shots, we would hurry on with our journey, sharing food and driving in shifts, trudging through mountains and waters whatever the time and
weather. There was also no lack of adventurous moments like the one happened during our field trip for the rhododendra blossom images
in Maoer Mountain when Xinhua lost his footing accidentally and slipped down from the bluff and was fortunately stopped by branches of
trees. Tears or smiles, all of Xinhua's hard working was amply paid off with the publication of his first photographic collection titled Guilin,
A World Famous Wonder. Two years has passed, we are happy to see that this Poetic Lijiang River is ready to meet its readers.

Friends in Guilin's photographic circle often feel that without some particular individual characteristics and breakthrough, it is very difficult
for Guilin-based photographers to create some outstanding works to readers' satisfaction, for there on shelves have been quite a few
photo collections on Guilin's landscape, and among which there is no lack of award-winning masterpieces. Xinhua has a very successful
career and can only use his limited spare time to satisfy his photographic creativity. The opposition from within for him can easily be
imaginable. Fortunately, what makes up a bit is his excellent perception and discriminative eyes for photography, which has found a very
good expression in this Poetic Lijiang River. The images inside are aesthetically pleasing as they are revealing of the photographer's
emotions and humanistic concerns.

Li Yuan, a photographic master, once said: "the success of a photographic work doesn't lie with the images before the lens, but with the
photographer's unique personality and his sensitivity towards what is happening around him". Xinhua was born in a not so wealthy family
in Guilin. His diligence and his affection towards the mountains and waters have bestowed him with wisdom and inspiration, which has
been well illustrated by this collection. Chapter Clouds and Waters contains quiet verdant mountains embraced in the splendid scenery;
chapter Rocks demonstrates the photographer's unique understanding in the composition of photographs and the creation of artistic
moods. In the photos, everything speaks for themselves: tortoise climbing hill, wave stone, and the bushes on the top of Green Lotus Peak
are meant to convey certain ideas to people; chapter People tries to create an artistic mood of the union of Heaven and Humans. Labor
and simplicity are lauded. Thus we see villages in hovering mist, women washing clothes by the river side, man working a boat against
torrents, old men strolling over the bridge, feeding buffaloes or weaving fishing net by the water, and kids ready to jump into the clean
water. All of these in a way reflect the photographer's deep love towards the working people on the Lijiang River. Also woven into the works
is a slight touch of nostalgia.

Lijiang is the mother river of Guilin, and is loved by her children, be it fertile or sterile. Savoring on this Poetic Lijiang River, it occurs to me
that Xinhua devoted to photography is like the buffalo in the fields as portrayed in Yangti (Nov, 2001) and the tree in twilights (Mar,2002)
that is sipping the fragrance of the land, and pondering over the meaning of the mountains and waters. His careful considerations and
poetic expressions have made Poetic Lijiang River both documentary and enjoyable for our readers.

It is expected that this collection will shed some light on a new direction of landscape photography.

Yu Yunshen
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Clouds and Waters

Westerners generally hold that water is the origin of the universe while ancient Chinese had such word "The best of man is like water." In Chinese culture, water
is considered as possessing the best of the virtues of man. It is faithful and persevering, runing ceaselessly towards the ocean. It has the broadest mind, for all
waters, when converged, stay harmoniously together. Lijiang River, mother river of Guilin, exhibits all of these virtues. Lijiang River rises from the 2144.5-meter-
high Maoer Mountains located between Xing’an and Ziyuan county. After receiving Huangbai River eastward and Chuan River westward , it joins Ling Trench in
Rongjiang town, Xing’an County, and is thereafter formally known as Lijiang River to people, then Winds its way into Xijiang River in Wuzhou, Zhujiang River in
Guangzhou, finally into the ocean.

Lijiang River has its own features. It is like silk, smooth, tender and elegant; It is like a mirror, clear and reflective, with mountains always inside; It is like a delicate
young lady walking with gentle paces and great ease ; It is like a rice paper, ready to present a freehand traditional Chinese painting.

Misty Lijiang River is the most beautiful. In the misty drizzling, mountains, villages, fields flanking the river all come vividly alive, appearing and disappearing
alternately, leaving people in endless fantasies.




PH¥IEE/ 20036
Jinbao River, Yangshuo Jun. 2003




LWL 2002.4
Maoer Mountain  Apr, 2002
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[f nature is compared to mother, we humans are his dear children. She gives us sunshine.
7

air, water and land on which we live. And what can we do for he




SEJLIL 2003.9
Maoer Mountain  Sep, 2003
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A forever young river nourished by running water
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Xingping, Yangshuo Aug, 2005
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Xialong, Yangshuo Jul, 2003




