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Man makes the road. Wherever there is the man, there is the road. Ever,
since Pan Gu created the Universe as the Chinese mythology goes, hOW:
many roads there are in China, let alone the world? Who can count those!
roads as numerous as the sands? And among them, big or small, local or,I
exotic, old or new, famous or commonplace, very few can rival Nanjing:
Road in terms of colorfulness and richness embodied. !

Nanjing Road is noted for its luxury. In the last one and a half century,:
many of China's trend setting modern infrastructure facilities made its debut:
here. China's gas lamps and electricity lamps appeared here first, so did the:
caltrops—paved road, trolley cars, elevators, and concrete high buﬂdings:
together with neon lights, skyscrapers and large—scale amusement parks.:
Top of China’s high buildings, 24-storeyed Park Hotel towered on Nanjing:
Road for half a century. Skyscrapers lining with shops row on row,:
thousands of merchants flocking into, department stores sprouting one after:
another, and incessant streams of passengers add up to a scene that makes,
it insufficient to grant all words on it depicting luxury. :

Nanjing Road is well-known for its leisure, therefore it was originally!
named Park Lane and commonly known as Big Road, where the British:
used to walk a horse. As a cosmopolitan road, at the beginning of the 20th:
century, there still existed many old amusement places on the road. Apart!
from Grand Theatre, Olympic Cinema, roof amusement parks of Sincere and:
Sun Sun, there were deluxe hotels like Cathy and Palace intermingled with:
Xiegiao Club, Zhang Garden, Yu Garden and Hardoon Garden. To carry!
forward its tradition of leisure, in the 1990s, part of Nanjing Road Was:
turned into a pedestrian street. :

Nanjing Road is a place protruding power. On whatever grand occasions!
like the celebration commemorating the 50th anniversary of Shalngh.ai's'I
opening port and the birthday of the Queen as well as the reception of!
overseas state leaders, for instance, parades would pass through the road.:
Without Nanjing Road. how could we talk about the history of the:
concession? The May 30th Massacre in 1925 enhanced its nationalistic!
connotation. In the 1930s, some scholar commented that after decolonization,i
the most peculiar change would be that the Horserace Hall would beI'
renamed People's Square. 20 Years later, it turned out to be reality. The!
reason for the exact predicting lies in that everybody was aware of the'.
historical significance of this road. During the Cultural Revolution, it Was'I
renamed Anti-imperialist Road, highlighting its political symbol. I
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Nanjing Road has appealed to thousands of celebrities. In here, Dr. Sun.
Yat—Sen concocted spectacles; Einstein lectured on theory of relativity,:
while Russel on cross—cultural comparison; Chaplin ordered silk shirts;:
Unable to get admitted into the elevator of Cathy Hotel owing to his,
casual dressing, Lu Xun had to walk to the 7th floor...Countless personages:
kept emerging on Nanjing Road. C. H. Wong Photo Studio, Wu Liangcai:
spectacles, Guanshengyuan Food shop were going for on Nanjing Road,,
which likewise boasted of these shops with established fame. :

From the Burid, Nanjing Road ended at Jing'an Temple. Stretching from !
opulence brimful of worldly luxury, it secured sererity in temples of:
Buddhism where bell rang echoed with recitation of sutra. Looking back'
upon the last 150 years full of vicissitudes, we saw a road that borel
tribulations of poignant memories. Incorporating distinguished features of.
many world famous metropolises, she rivals Manhattan, New York m'
height, and Champ de Lyses, Paris in elegance and Oxford Boulevard, |
London in splendor and Chang'an Street, Bemng in severity. H1stor1cally|
concerned, however, she is second to none. Born in Chiha at an abyss of !
suffering, she has been striving forward at a fast changing transmonl
period, standing by Huangpu River where East and West converge. She 1s
destined to be a magnum opus that will be evolved for generations. :

Born and raised in Shanghai, Mr. Shen Ji is 1ot only familiar with its,
anecdotes but also diligent in writing. His novels and plays portrayed'
bigwigs, taipans, formidable outlaws as well as singers and movie stars. '
Now he ventures upon a new undertaking to edit an illustrated history of.
Old Shanghai Nan,)mg Road. Lavish illustrations first ever printed, exact'
texts can well supplement biographically styled history books. Readers Wﬂll
get a panorama of the glamorous history of Nanjing Road and, cannot help.
marveling at Mr. Shen's virtuosity in writing both novels with a real plot'
and an album of history outlined meticulously. His erudition and hteraryl
talents really dwarf those mediocre history writings. i

I have benefited a lot from consulting Mr. Shen on the research of the
history of Shanghai. I am not sure if I am qualified to preface for hlS'
works. Nevertheless, his earnestness and especially many of my peers,
prefacing for authorities encouraged me. Hopefully this preface can serve to
repay a respected senior scholar who has for years cared about andc
supported academic research of the history of Shanghai.
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Back in the 50s of the nineteenth century, Great Britain, began to turn its
covetous eyes on China, seeking to tap the market and, which they hope
will expand out toward a new colony.

In 1832, an opium ship owned by East Indian Company called Amherst
came to Shanghai. H.H. Lindsay entered the county of Shanghai to spy out
military secrets. Returning to Britain after a nineteen-day stay, Lindsay sub-
mitted a report to the British government, "Shanghai will be immeasurably
profitable to western countries, especially to Britain".

The report stirred up the ambition of the greedy British merchants, espe-
cially W. Jardine, a notorious opium trader, who was so crazy that he worked
out a plan for a campaign and submitted it to the British government.

The British launched the Opium War in 1840 and they unleashed an of-
fensive against Shanghai in 1842.




i IS EV NG

MEFSE (H. H. Lindsay ) 423 EBUM R X 7 4778 R F0lk i 4H
DR RTT WP, MBESEALS, OSB3Rk
fbE 5T PS8 S ROMTE, SRS S, RAiA s b
TR R 5 5 W e e 1) T T 11 2

Intruder into Shanghai

H.H. Lindsay was an officer with East Indian Company, an organization authorised
by the British government for colonizing East. Lindsay engaged himself in both
shipping business and opium trade, asserting himself as a "Chinese know-all'. It
is him who discovered Shanghai, the optimum port.

> BT A R 2Nl
FEast Indian Company’s ship
laden with opium
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Lindsay discovered Shanghai
when shipping across it in

his own ship
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Bombarding Wusong

In 1840, some 7,000 troops of the British Navy and Army headed toward
Wusong of Shanghai, a strongpoint at the gate of the Yangtze River.

Admiral of the British Navy, W. Parker and H. Gough, Chief Commander of the

) R British Army launched this attack.

a portrait of H. Gough
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a portrait of W. Parker

) B FERHTL R
British warships heading toward Wusong, Shanghai




