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%’enan Province is located in the mid-east of China, in the middle and lower

@ reaches of the Yellow River. [n ancient times it was known as Yu Stale, thus was called Yu
for short and was also known as Zhongyuan {the centrzl plain) or Zhongzhou (the Middle State). It
covers an area of 167.000 square kilometers and has a population of 93.15 million. Under its jurisdic-
tion, there are 15 cities, 2 prefectures, 23 cities at county level, and 89 counties with Zhengzhou as its
capital city.

In Henan Provinee four seasonal variations are clear-cut. Extending from the temperate zone 10
the subtropical zone, it is typical of not only the continental monsoon climate but also of humid, semi-
humid climate. The annual average tlempcrature ranges from 13°C to 16.7 ";190-230 days of a year
are frost-free; the annual average precipitation is 580-1.340mm.

With a vast expanse of plains which abound in wheat, cotion, tobacco and sesame, Henan is one
of the large agricultural provinces in China. Henan is traversed by mountains which have rich deposits
of mineral resources .121 kinds of minerals have been verified, among which the proved reserves of 48
kinds of minerals rank the top ten in the country. The deposits of molybdenum, aluminium, gold,
silver, coal, petroleum, natural soda, pearlite, refractory clay and kyanite are guite rich.

Since the founding of the People's Republic of China, and especially since the Third Plenary
Session of the 11th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China, Henan's econamy has wit-
nessed a sustained, rapid and healthy development. The overall economic strength has notably in-
creased. In 1998, the gross domestic product (GDP) of Henan Province reached 435.66 billion yuan,
which is 37.24 times that of 1949, 7.9 times that of 1978 if calculated at comparable prices, account-
ing for 5.5% of China' s GDF of 1998.

Henan, an ancient yet still young pravince, is lively and full of vitality. Relying on its superiori-

ties, it is striding vigorously from the inland to the outside world!
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The Location of Henan Province in China
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A Sketch Map of Henan 's GDF and Industries’ Structure
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I'he Development of Henan's GDP (the GDP of 1952 is assumed to be 104)
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Henan is one of the important railway hubs in China, Beging
angzhou Railway, Beijing-Kowloon Railway, 1
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Henan 1s ome of the major thermal power bases in China, By the

cnd of 1995, the wtal installed cap:

137

voan the provinee had reached

B4 400kw, with an annual electric enc

ry production of 63,105 hil-

lion kwh, ranking sixth and Gfth respectively in China.

Remarkable achievements have been m wil

1 Henan, The Yellow River Xiaola
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Project is ome of the largest cross-century projects undertaken by

the state antic dam had been successfully accomplished across

the lower reaches of the Yellow River o resist the rare heavy flood that

might oecur onee in @ thousand years. Up o now 2,394 reservairs with
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illion cubie meters have been b

crricity-pumped wells have been drbled and 152
cubic meters of water resources has been exploited with effec-

ed area of 4513860 hectares
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Henan is a large economic provinee in the central and western

part of China, In 1998, its GDP ranked fifth in China. taki

2 the first

place among provinces and autonomons regions in the central and west-
crn part of China

S Henan is a large agriculural provinee with 6,834,000 hectares of
cultivated land, Tn 1998, the wtal output of grain was $0.1 196, [OU 1ons,
ranking second in China; the output of cotton was 7284040 wons. rank-
ing second in Chima; the vielkl of oil-hearing seed was 3121300 wns,
ranking second in China and that of meat. 4,616,300 tns. Henan has
1,752 7060 hectares of forest area and the forest-coverage rate is 10350,
higher than the average levelin China by 2.43% . Great progress has
been made in the industrialization of agriculure and the comprehen-

- sive agricultural economic henefits have continuously increased.
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