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Abstract

The theory of price mechanism of intangible products, especial-
ly the products of science and technology, is the frontier field that
many puzzles still haven’t been uncovered. It becomes more compli-
cated and more urgent to resolve in pace with the industrials of com-
puter and communication develops quickly, and information and net-
works become more and more important to economy. How does the
price mechanism of software products, which are thought the core
products of the new economy, operate? How can we use the price
mechanism theory to interpret the phenomenon of the new economy
that take place in the software process of production and consume,
for example, the positive feedback, the consume lockin, the stan-
dard monopoly, and so forth? And how will we interpret the phe-
nomenon that contradicts to the traditional economics, which for in-
stance, software piracy will heighten the network’s value and the
social welfare under some conditions? These are the focus problems
the paper tries to research.

The theory of price mechanism was the hottest research field in
classic economics, but it become “cool” when A. Marshall, who is
the founder of neoclassic economics, united the classic price mecha-

nism theory. Marshall’s price mechanism theory, which thinks the
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price is decided by the equilibrium between supply and demand,
looked so perfect at the beginning that almost no economists have
suspected its correctness for 40 years since it was published. Even in
the whole 20th century, the researches to the price mechanism theo-
ry just concentrated to mend it, which the neoclassic price mecha-
nism theory has been formed. That is the reason that the research’s
level of price mechanism theory now are still staying at the theory of
the neoclassic price mechanism. To China, its level is even staying
at the theory of the labor value in a high degree. The consequence
that it arouse is many price phenomenon can’t be interpreted by eco-
nomics. The paper first try to change the traditional research formu-
la allow for the morass of the traditional theory, and research the
price problems from a new angle that think the property rights ex-
change depend on contract instead of the goods exchange, which the
traditional theory think of. Then, the paper establishes a general
price mechanism theory on the basis of the new economics theory;
try to interpret the price mechanism of software products in line
with the reality life.

Surrounding the nucleus proposition, the paper researches the
price mechanism of software products by the main analysis methods
of the new economics and cost ~ value. There are six charters in the
paper. The first charter is the introduction that introduces the back-
ground of research, the basis to select the research’s topic, the nu-
cleus proposition, the research methods, the innovations and short-
comings. The second charter to sixth charter are the main text of
the paper, and they include three segments, which the first part in-

cludes the second charter, and it expounds and reviews the relative



