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Remarks of EU’s Ambassador to China

Collaboration in technology collaboration is intimately linked to the creation
of the European Union itself. The Treaty establishing the European Coal and Steel
Community was signed by the six founding nations in Paris in 1951, while that
establishing the European Atomic Energy Community was. signed in Rome in
1957. These two treaties, with their strong focus on technology-together with the
1957 Treaty establishing the European Economic Community (which established
free trading)formed the basis of a process which later led to the closely integrated
Union of 25 Member States.

Many books have been written about the long history of technological
exchanges between Europe and China. The roots of these exchanges go back to
the beginning of recorded history. In more recent years, scientific collaboration
platforms with the People’s Republic of China started in the early 1980s with
bilateral proiects agreed on a government-to-government level and under the INCO
program launched by the European Commission. Collaboration has increased over
time and has culminated in the signing of the EU-China S&T agreement on 22
December 1998. On the basis of this agreement, researchers from China have full
access to projects from the EU’s research cooperation programme. In the same
way, China has opened its national research programs to partners from the EU.
S&T collaboration between Europe and China is developing rapidly on all fronts,
driven by universities, research institutes, bilateral agreements, and, more and
more, by manufacturers making R&D investments. The most important element
in the mixture, however, is still the strong enthusiasm of Chinese and European
people to learn from each other.

I am therefore extremely pleased to learn that a number of Chma s leading
S&T officials from the MOST and science diplomats in the EU have made the
effort to describe the EU’s S&T policy from their point of view. It is my hope
that this book will further contnhute towards a better understanding and to the
further building our relations.

It is thus a welcome development that, in order to take this process further, a
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