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Taiwan Contemporary Art Series (Thoughts of Art)

Abstract

The Industrial Revolution in the 18" Century leaped into a stage of mass production, which caused the products
being machine-manufactured in the production line. At the end of the 20" Century, messages from whatever aspects are
all digitalized into signals to broadly transmit in a click due to the common use of cable TV, PC as well as Internet. The wave

of Digitalization Revolution leads people to enter an "Information Society".

As a matter of fact, the development of human civilization is a gradual evolution of abstract conceptualization.
Whilst the media change drastically with the advancing technology. the cyber world booms to elaborate Virtual Reality
and Real Virtuality, heralding the arrival of Information Society. It turns to be an irresistible global trend. Technology reach-

es its antennas towards Art, pose an unavoidable impact, and even form a nouvelle mainstream in making art.

The above change should also attribute to the lift of the Martial Law in Taiwan political ecology. Instantaneously, it
liberates the public from the malicious suppression intfo an outrageous liberty. Suspicious atmosphere permeates through
every hierarchy in the late 1990s as a consequence. The respective revolutions of political/societal ideology and digitaliza-
tion combine to create a doubt towards the long-hold belief on Reality. Virtualized and Realized Simulation Art emerge as
a response. The intention to analyze works categorized in "virtual reality” and "real virtuality" in Taiwan contemporary art

and their interaction with the historical background, therefore, is the driven force to compose this volume.

Since Virtualized and Realized Simulation Art belong to a newly explored field, there are few references relevant to
this subject. The definition, concept, feature and critic of Virtual Reality/Real Virtuality and Virtualized Simulation Art/
Realized Simulation Art depicted here are mainly drawn from the author's observation and contemplation on various facts.
We intend to emphasize on observation and validation instead of a mere collection of existing data and documents. It
needs to be explained first that we explicate the essence of Virtualized Simulation Art/ Realized Simulation Art on the "spirit"

of art pieces, which differs from the narrative of media-oriented Technology Art, Digital Art or Network Art.

Must we raise three-leveled reality: reproductive, representative and creative, in order to illustrate the concise defini-
tion of Virtual Reality and Real Virtuality. Both fall into the category of Creative Reality that derives from the universal logis-
tic. As an fabricated simulation, Virtualized Simulation Art fools the sensational judgment of its audience to make believe.
Realized Simulation Arf, as a contrast, includes sensuality and functionality as to genetic engineering in the biotechnology

field. We may consider it a new reality that self-sufficiently replaces the old reality.

In addition to the spontaneous factors of emerging Virtualized and Realized Simulation Art (i.e., the lift of Martial Law
and industrial revolution), we further speculate that this type of art inherits certain original concepts of western art.
Regarding its representative works in Taiwan contemporary art, we also put a lengthy description on their feature, compari-

son, categorization, influence and future development.
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