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Introduction

An abstract of Number One of the Nova
Women Team: The story took place in a
middle school at a little county seat where
a group of girl students, led by Wang
Ying, Nova Number one, broke the con-
striction of old ideas and surmounted ev-
ery difficulty in setting up a women foot-
ball team. They practised hard in the foot-
ball field and their skills improved quickly.
What has become of themn later?The story
can only continue after they have partici-
pated in the national foothall tournament.
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Preface

The protageonist of my story
is called Wang Ying. She is
an old classmate and friend
of mine. We both live in the
big courtyard of the residen-
tial quarters of the County
Party Committee and study
in the same high school just
outside the gate of the
county seat. Inclass, we sit
one in front and the other
behind; on a walk, one on
the left and the other on the
right. We never argue about
where to go. She stands one
point seven meters, a giant
among the girls, and | stand
one meter and fifty —nineg,
not a dwarf. If our heights
are added up and divided by
two, it makes a fair height
and it is the same with our
weights. Playing football,
she is the center and 1 ama
guard, and we cooperate
tacitly. Without us, the Nova
Women's Football Team can
run just like, for a compari-
son, a bike without two
wheels.
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Well, let me digress no
more, Qur team was born
late at night and the center
has grown mature in fight-
ing. My story will begin with
how the team was named by
Wang Ying.

Nova Number One

COne night, | had just fin-
ished my math homework
and was about to go 1o bed
when the door was banged
open and knocked down the
basin stand, making a lot of
noise, which startled me. |
turned around and saw Wang
Ying whirl in. Face red, and
eyes shiny, she said to me
with her arms around my
neck, " Caihong, let's set up
a women's football team! ”

" Get away! ” 1 said, trying
to free myself from her
arms. "What kind of joke are
you playing on me? | am go-
ing to bed. ”
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" You know nothing but
sleep. The more you sleep,
the fatter you become. |1l
invent a kind of medicine in
the future which will make
the takers stay awake for
days and nights. * she said
while picking up the two
biscuits on the table and
putting them into her mouth.
"Let’s go to my home. ~

| had no alternative but to
go. When | was looking for
the key in order to lock the
door, Wang Ying opened her
mouth again, "YouTe looking
for trouble. Keep the light
on, and play a trick on
thieves. They won't dare to
steal from your house. ~
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Fortunately we were in the
sarne yard. On antering her
room, | saw more than ten
sports magazines on her
bed. She tucked a NEW
SPORTS into my hand, say-
ing excitedly as if reciting
history problems, Now,
there are one million young
women foothall players in
the USA, and there are more
than fifteen thousand wom-
en’s football feams in West
Germany. Last year, Wom-
ens Foothall Associations
were formally established in
Japan and the U.K.. Their
smart performances on the
football field have won them
reputation in the world foot-
ball arena. It is said in the
newspapers that the women
footbail will be listed as a
formal event in the 1986
World Cup and the Olympic
Games, ~ gulping down a jug
of cooled boiled water, she
wenton. "Just now | sawon
TV there are women’s foot-
hall teams in some of Bei-
jing’s middle schools, It's
really great! Lets change
from volleyball to foothalll *
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| did not say a word. No
sooner had | opened a NEW
SPORTS than she grabbed it
away from me, saying wor-
riedly, ~ Hey, stop reading.
What | said is all there in the
magazine. Just let me say
one thing, will yvou?”

| had never heard of girls
playing football probably be-
cause my little county seat
was too cut off from the
outside world. Furthermore,
| was not the kind for that.
But if | did not promise her,
she would not talk to me for
at least a week, and she
could do what she had in
mind. | had to give in to her
views, saying, “Woe'd better
consult our sports teacher. If
he says yes, 11l join. ~

" What's the point in con-
sulting him. Lets have it
right away! ~ Making a ges-
ture of playing football on the
spot, she said proudly, “ive

- got a name for our team, the

Nova Womens Football

Team. ~
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i was shocked as she was
shameless enough to call
herself a nova and not afraid
of being layghed at. What if it
became known by that group
of joke —making boys in our
class? Where wouid we hide
ourselves? Seeing through
me, she said, ~ Thereis
nothing tc be afraid of! If
they dare ridicule us, well
teach them a lesson in a
match against them once we
have trained adequately.
Hahaha---"

Far into the night, | bor-
rowed some sports rnaga-
zines from bher, wishing to
read them at home. Wang
Ying put on her cider broth-
ers leather jacket and
walked out with ma, talking
joyfully, “That's settled then.
I'm No. ong, and youTe No,
two. Now !l go recruit some
players. ”

“"Now? * | was shocked,
“ it's s0 late, and they have
allgone tobed. ~

Patting on my shoulder,
she said laughing, ~ Look!
There are lights on upstairs.
Even if they have gone to
bed, 11 pull them up from
their beds! "
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Recruiting
The next morning, | went

to Wang Ying's home. Her
grandmother was reproach-
ing her when | entered,
Seeing me, she said,

Yingying did not come
horme until twelve fast night.
She was wild and nobody
knows what she did. She is
not prudent and does things
rashiy. isnt it that she has
fallen in love?” Smiling, 1
sald, 7 Grandma, you're too
sensitive. We are only fif-
teen. ” 7 But | got married at
sixteen, Both her parents are
in the army. Sometimes they
even dont come home once
in a month. Her older brother
stays in the sports school.
So no one can control her,
You are her good friend, so
you should look after her
more in future. ”
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Smiling, | wondered how |
could contral her. In her
room, | saw her still sleeping
in bed with her socks on and
the quilt on the floor. She
was naughty even in sleep. |
woke her up. Seeing me,
she jumped out the of bed,
and said with a smile, “Good
news for you, No. 3 Zhang
Baoping, No.4 Tan Xiaom-
ing, No.5 Xue Yaliand No. 6
Liu Xiujuan. "

Goodness me!l She had
recruited all the backbone
force of the volleyball team of
our grade. | was convinced.
" Six main members, the
team is almost ready!” |
said.

She giggled loudly,
" Youre showing off. Itisnt
volleyball. A football team
has at least eleven mem-
bers. You see?’

" What if we don't have e-
nough players?”
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