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The carth, on which mankind depends for its subsistence. is at all times creating
unprecedented achievements of civilization. However. in its remotest polar regions,
it still retains pristine.

It was not until the 18th century that the brave explorers began to charge the
white wilderness time and again. Since the middle of the 20th Century. to fully
understand the polar and their relationship with the global environment and climatic
change. many countries have boldly driven into the polar regions one after another
for scientific research.

China’s polar scientific research started late. In January 1980, China sent two

- scientists for the first time to the Antarctic Casey Station of Australia for

comprehensive scientific research and visiting activities, thus raising the curtain on
China’s polar research cause. China launched first and national Antarctic expedition
on Nov. 20, 1984 on board Xiangyvanghong 10 and J121. established Great Wall
Station on King George Island, South Shetland Islands, Antarctica on Feb.20, 1985,
and started carrying out scientific research activities all the year round. And, on
Nov.20. 1988, China sent its first East Antarctica Expedition and established
Zhongshan Station on the Larsemann Hills of East Antarctica on Feb. 26. 1989.
Having been extended and improved for many times, the two stations are now
beginning to take shape and have become sound bases for the Chinese scientific
research personnel to carry out scientific research and investigation throughout the
year and served as a window through which China conducts cooperation in scientific
research with foreign countries and opens to the outside world.

By April, 2000, China has dispatched sixteen CHINARE Teams for Antarctic
research activities and about 500 scientific research personnel have been to the
Great Wall and Zhongshan Stations successively for in-situ scientific research and
acquired large amounts of valuable firsthand data and samples, which, having been
analysed and studied. have yielded a large number of achievements in scientific
research. Especially. the national key projects implemented during the Eighth and
Ninth Five-year Plans in 1991 ~1995 and 1996 ~2000 are the large-scale,
multidisciplinary and comprehensive scientific research projects which China carries
out outside its boundaries. A number of scientific results of these projects have
reached the international advanced level or even taken the lead in the world, thus
greatly enriching man’'s understanding of the white world.

Entering the 1990s, the Chinese scientists have begun to attention to the Arctic
region which is more closely related to them. In 1995 and 1999, governmental and
non-governmental organizations in China carried out activities in Arctic scientific
research.

Authorized by the State Council and dedicated by the State Oceanic
Administration and other relevant Agencies.the First Chinese Arctic Expedition was
carried out from July 1 to September 9,1999,0btaining a plenty of scientific data
and samples and making a great contribution to understand the Arctic and its role in
global change.

Development of the activities in polar scientific research has not only enabled
China to become a consultative party to the Antarctic Treaty and a member state of
SCAR and IASC, thus enhancing China’s say and participation in the decision-
making in the international polar affairs, raising her international standing and prestige ,
but also greatly encouraged the spirit of the Chinese nation and fostered the scientific
awareness of the whole nation of the need to love nature and protect the earth
environment.

At the beginning of the new millennium, the compilation and publication of
this full-length documentary picture album is intended to show the brilliant
achievements in China’s sixteen years of Antarctic research and her first scientific
expedition to the Arctic and is served as a tribute to over 2400 hard-struggling
members of the China’ s Antarctic and Arctic expeditions as well as the public,
providing them with a chance to glance back and appreciate the vitality on the pure
land of polar wilderness and experience the hard course of struggle and the fruit of
painstaking labour of the Chinese polar men.
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An Adelie penguin
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