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Listen to the following passages. Altogether the passages will be read to you four times.
During the first reading, which will be read at normal speed , listen and try to understand
the meaning. For the second and third readings. the passages will be read sentence by sen-
tence , or phrase by phrase, with intervals of 15 seconds. The last reading will be read at
normal speed again and during this time you should check your work . You will then be given
2 minutes to check through your work once more.

Passage One
A Market Strategy

As a traveler in other countries, you will never get the locals’ price in the market, /
but that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t try. /

Take your time, especially with significant purchases. / If you want to buy an expen-
sive carpet, / for instance, stop by the shop for a few days / running to see if the “final
price” there has become less certain. / If it hasn’t, disappear for a few days to let the shop
owner sweat / before you come back to continue negotiation. / If the shop owner isn’t
smiling when you make your final transaction, / that’s a good sign that you got a fair
price. /

The best rule is that if you really want something, / bargain as hard as you can, and
then go ahead and buy it. / The truth is that you will forget about any $2, $20, or $ 200
overcharge / as soon as you hear your friends’ sighs of approval / while telling the story of
bargaining in the crowded and dusty markets.
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