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] Abstract

There are altogether 6 chapters in this book except for the in-
troduction.

1. The confine and classification of the existential sentences.
About the confine of the existential sentences, three questions are
discussed. About the classification of the existential sentences, a
new classified standard was set up on the base of evaluating some of
the representative classifications of other researchers.

2. The quantitative feature of the existential sentences, mainly
discussing about the quantitative feature of the nominal part of the
existential sentences. According to the quantitative category, the
space subject of the existential sentences represents the space quan-
tity; some of the existential objects represent the thing quantity,
some of it represent the time quantity. The quantitative expression
of the existential object is precision or amount. There are three
words reflect the quantitative relationship between the space subject
and the existential object, which is " £ mei" , " % ge", and " i
man" .

3. The referential feature of the existential sentences, mainly
discussing about the referential feature of the nominal part of the ex-

istential sentences. Both of the space subject and the existential ob-
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ject have the referential function, but the referential features of
them are different. The referential feature of the space subject has
the identifiable tendency, while the latter has the non identifiable
tendency. This is due to the infection of the syntactic position.

4. The aspect feature of the existential sentences. The situa-
tion of the existential sentences is one ( or some ) space exist as
one ( or some ) entity. The entity represent the particular state of
the situation exist in sometime. The static and dynamic feature are
the feature of the situation itself, the durative and the non durative
feature are the particular stage or state of the situation. About the
durative, some are static durative, some are dynamic, and the sign
modality of which is " 2§ zhe". About the non durative, some re-
present the course of time, some represent the course of space, and
the sign modality of which is " T le" and the directional composi-
tion.

5. The modal feature of the existential sentences. As what we
mentioned before, the situation of the existential sentences is one (
or some ) space exist as one ( or some ) entity, while the modality
represents the speakers internal opinion on the situation. The lin-
guistic expressional form of the modality is modal verb, modal ad-
verb, mood auxiliary and resultative construction, etc. The modal
verb is mainly discussed in this chapter. The modal verbs meaning
wish, like " M%0 bixu" , " # ken" , " H{ gan" etc, can not appear
in the existential sentences collectively. Some modal verbs can ap-
pear in the existential sentences, the existential format will choose
the meaning of them, for example, " & hui" has two main mean-

ings, one is ability, another is anticipated possibility. Only the lat-
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ter one can appear in the existential sentences. All these show that
the existential sentences has different modal feature than other sen-
tences. According to the different meaning of the modal verb, we
discussed the modal feature of the existential sentences on the as-
pect of possibility and anticipation, necessary and reasonability.

6. The sixth chapter is on the text feature of existential sen-
tences. The previous studies lay stress on the inner grammatical
meaning of existential sentences, which help little on teaching Chi-
nese as a foreign language. This chapter is to study existential sen-
tences in text. In the first part, by comparing existential sentences
with other sentences, we find the word order of existential sentences
bears the character of ergative language. Existential sentences take
the patient of Vt as the subject of Vi, which helps to bring new
messages to a passage. The speakers use this special character to
introduce new object into a text. In the second part, we describe
the context functions of existential sentences. Firstly, existential
sentences have space descriptive function in a segment stress on
special relation such as the scene descriptions in a play or story.
Secondly, if appear in a eventive structure, existential sentences u-
sually show time order in a context and deliver foreground informa-
tion. Sometimes, existential sentences do not show time order and

deliver background information.
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