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Preface

In the recent half century the glass artifacts have been discovered frequently in the
excavated ancient tombs dated from the Qin and Han Dynasties to the Tang .Song.
Yuan Ming and Qing Dynasties, which provided us with very important evidences and
materials for further studying on the ancient Chinese glasses. There are much more an-
cient glasses unearthed along the Yellow River and Yang Zi River valleys, and these
glasses have been studied in more detail. In 1980's very typical sort of ancient glasses —
potash silicate glasses of Han Dynasty had been excavated in south of China, these
glasses had been less studies before, therefore they have been paid more attention from
home and abroad. It is a key issue in studying the origin of ancient glasses in Southern
China, that the origin of ancient glass technology in South and South-West of China was
dispersed from the Middle Region of China or from abroad through Southwest and Sea
Silk Roads.

For this purpose sponsored by the Chinese Ceramic Society and organized by the
Guangxi Zhuang Zu Autonomous Region Museum and Chinese Special Glass Technical
Society, the Symposium on Ancient Glasses in Southern China has been held in the
Nanning Guangxi, 16~19th December, 2002. The Symposium was presided by Curator
Professor Huang Qishan and me.The Symposium was supported by the Basic Research
Division of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Cultural Bureau of Guangxi
Zhuang Zu Autonomous Region. The art historians , archaeologists and glass experts
from Chongging Museum, Sichuan Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology,
Sichuan University Museum, Guizhou Provincial Museum, Guanghzou Institute of Cul-
tural Relics and Archaeology, Guangdong Provincial Museum, Guangdong Institute of
Cultural Relics and Archaeology, Yunnan Provincial Museum, Shanghai Institute of Op-
tics and Fine Mechanics, the Chinese Academy of Sciences attended the Symposium
and gave their speeches on collected ancient glass artifacts and research reports. The
wide discussion had been carried out , concerning ancient glass related cultural ex-
change between East and West , the nations displacement , ancient metallurgy etc.

Through this symposium deepening the cognition of ancient Chinese glass and in-
creasing the interest of the fruitful cultural and artistic contents in ancient glass study ,

il



the participants of this symposium hope to have a proceedings for further academic ex-
change.

It is rather important to analyze the chemical composition of ancient glasses in
Southern China for clarifying their origin by collaboration between cultural relics and
glass research institutions . After the symposium the ancient glass artifacts and samples
have been sent by archaeologists and cultural historians from Sichuan University Muse-
um, Guangdong Institute of Cultural Relics and Archeology, Guizhou Provincial Muse-
um, Sichuan Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology , they worked with the glass
experts of Shanghai Institute of Optics and Fine Mechanics. More than 70 glass sample
have been analyzed in the Institute of Modern Physics Fudan University by nondestruc-
tive analytical method — proton induced X-ray emission(PIXE). The analytical data of
these ancient glass samples are published in this proceeding for public understanding
these precious analytical results.

Acknowledgements are made to the Shanghai Scientific and Technical Publishers
and the colleagues of Shanghai Institute of Optics and Fine Mechanics for their supports
and cooperation; particularly thanks Dr. Li Qinghui for his assistance in preparing the
proceedings and organizing the glass chemical composition analysis work. Edition and
publication of this proceeding are supported under the Research Grant No. 50272071 of
the National Natural Science Foundation of China, and the Intellectual Innovation Pro-
ject No. KJICX-N04 of the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

Gan Fuxi
June, 2003. Shanghai
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