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Just below New Orleans, the parish of St. Bernard spread its
fields of cane and corn, its cypress and live oak forests, and its
dark swamps under the warm Louisiana sun. Frenchmen had set-
tled it, and in 1818, only fifteen years after @ the cession of
Louisiana from France to the United States, St. Bernard was
proudly and even fiercely French@. About twenty miles from the
city, in the center of the parish, stood Contreras, the plantation
home of the Toutant-Beauregards. Jacques Toutant-Beauregard,
the master of Contreras, could trace his French and 4Welsh lin-
eage back to the thirteenth century. His grandfather®, the first
of the family to settle in Louisiana, had come out to the colony in
the time of Louis XIV. Jacques numbered among his Louisiana
ancestors Cartiers and Ducros, names of distinction in bayou
country. His wife was a De Reggio, and had a family tree even
more impressive than his®. The De Reggios claimed descent
from an Italian noble family, dukes no less, a scion of which mi-
grated to France Dand founded a French line that eventually

ended up in Louisiana.

TERFIZXH 5 MEERE, A« SEHMRETRERY
R, ZEEHNAFZRIENTHM (distracter) HIFMBRIER.

(MJacques’' wife's ancestry was

A. French. B. French and Welsh.
C. TIialian. * D. French and Italian.



@ The United States obtained Louisiana fron: France about
A. 1818. B. the rime o. Louis XIV.
*C. 1803. D. 1833.

(®The first of the Beauregard family to settle in Louisiana was
A. Jacques. * B. Jacques’ grandfather.
C. Jacques' father. D. Jacques’ great-grandfather.

@The people of St. Bernard parish were
A. ashamed of their French heritage.
B. unaware of their French heritage.
C. unconcerned with their ancestry .

* D. proud of their French heritage.

®]Jacques’ ancestry was
* A. less distinguished than his wife’s.
B. more distinguished than his wife's.
C. ¢he most impressive in all of St. Bernard parish.
‘D. as distinguished as his wife's.
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By the time the American colonists took up arms against
Great Britain in order to secure their independence, the institu-
tion of Black slavery was deeply entrenched. But the contradic-
tion inherent in this situation was, for many» a source of constant
embarrassment. “It always appeared a most iniquitous scheme to
me,” Abigail Adams wrote her husband in 1774, “to fight our-
selves for what we are daily robbing and plundering from those

who have as good a right to freedom as we have. ”

Many Americans besides Abigail Adams were struck by the
inconsistency of their stand during the War of Independence, and
they were not averse to making moves to emancipate the slaves.
Quakers and other religious groups organized antislavery soci-
eties, while numerous individuals manumitted their slaves. In
fact, within several years of the end of the War of Indepéndence ,
most of the Eastern states had made provisions for the gradual e-

mancipation of slaves.
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@®Which of the following best states the central idea of the pas-
sage?

a. The War of Independence produced among many Black
Americans a heightened consciousness of the inequities
in American society.

b. The War of Independence strengthened the bonds of slav-
ery of many Black Americans while intensifying their de-
sire to be free.

% c. The War of Independence exposed to many Americans the
contradiction of slavery in a country seeking its freedom
and resulted in efforts to resolve that contradiction.

d. The War of Independence provoked strong criticisms by
many Americans of the institution of slavery, but pro-
duced little substantive action against it.

e. The War of Independence renewed the efforts of many

American groups toward achieving Black emancipation.

®@The passage contains information that would support which of
the following statements about the colonies before the War of
Independence?
a. They contained organized antislavery societies.
*b. They allowed individuals to own slaves.
c. They prohibited religious groups from political action.
d. They were inconsistent in their legal definitions of slave
status.
e. They encouraged abolitionist societies to expand their in-
fluence.



®According to the passage,the War of Independence was embar-

rassing to some Americans for which of the following reasons?

I. It involved a struggle for many of the same liberties that

Americans were denying to others.

I. It involved a struggle for independence from the very nation
that had founded the colonies.

E. Tt involved a struggle based on inconsistencies in the partic-
ipants’ conceptions of freedom.

* 8.

€.

I only b. Tonly c. I and ¥ only d. I and X only
Iv | and I

@Which of the following statements regarding American society
in the years immediately following the War of Independence is

best supported by the passage?

a.

* b.

d

The unexpected successes of the antislavery societies led
to their gradual demise in the Eastern states.

Some of the newly independent American states had be-
gun to make progress toward abolishing slavery.
Americans like Abigail Adams became disillusioned with
the slow progress of emancipation'and gradually aban-
doned the cause.

Emancipated sla\{es gradually were accepted in the East-
ern states as equal members of American society.

The abolition of slavery in many Eastern states was the

result of close cooperation between religious groups and

free Blacks.
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Yesterday morning I was at our bank round the corner. Sud-
denly, one of the clients took a gun out of his pocket. He shot a
couple of times in the air and then aimed at the cashier. He said
that he wanted all the cash she had in her desk. She was very
frightened and gave the money to him. Then he ran away. The
police have not yet caught him.



