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I majored Geology in the university and, of course, “earthquake” is not
strange to me. However, as the head of the China Earthquake Administration,
especially for writing some words on the publication of the “ Collection of the
Archives on Earthquakes Kept in the Palaces of the Ming and Qing Dynastry ” , I
have to realize some more earthquake knowledge.

One of the “Eight Diagrams” , which is the elegance of the ancient Chinese
philosophical ideology is “Zhen” "', which means “quake” . It is interesting to
note that the Diagram “ Zhen” originates from the Diagram “ Kun” ', which
means “earth” , ie. the lower two short lines in “Kun” (called Yin Yao)
change into one line in “ Zhen” ( called Yang Yao) . This change leads to
earthquake. From the change, it is found that effect of earthquake is very deep for
the ideology and behaviour of ancient Chinese. It is found early by the seismology
scientists that Chinese ancient books and records are treasures of scientific
culture, reserving plenty of seismic information. In the book of “Emperor's View
in the Piping Time of Peace” , there is a statement on an earthquake occurred in
the time of Emperor Shun (about 2400 B.C.) : “ earthquake and spout from
ground occurred near the time of harvest” ; in “the Book of Poetry” , a vivid
description of earthquake phenomena is also stated: “ All rivers roared,
mountains collapsed with a change of mountain peak into a valley or vice versa.”

Recording of earthquakes for the study of seismology and summary the law of
earthquake activity is one of the important scientific acheivements in ancient China.
In the East Han Dynasty, scientist Zhang Heng developed the first seismograph in
the world, and recorded the Shaanxi Earthquake in Luoyang, the Imperial
Capital, in the 3rd year of Yonghe, representing the highest achievement in the
research of seismology at that time.

Confucius said in “The Analects” : “I have transmitted what was taught to
me without making up anything of my own. I have been favourite to and loved
ancient culture.” However, it is found that the ancient scientists preferred to
recording other than transmitting of earthquake imformation, and they had not
carried out collection and sorting out of earthquake documents to a great extent.
After the founding of New China, until the establishment of the Seismolog
Committee of China Academy of Sciences ( CAS) in 1954, a large group of
scientists including Li Siguang, Zhu Kezheng, Fan Wenlan et al. is organized to
sort out, and consult a lot of information, in order to compile two volumes of

“ Chronological Table of Chinese Seismological Information” . After 1978, the
china Editorial committee of Historical Seismological, Document, was jointly
found by CAS, China Academy of Social Sciences and China Earthquake
Administration, compiling and publishing the “ Collection of Chinese Historical

[1] The Diagram for “Zhen” is == translator's note.

[2] The Diagram for “Kun” is == translator's note.
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Seismological Documements” , totalling seven parts and five volumes,
spectacular literature.

Development of science and technology and advancement of social life leads
a large amount of historical archives, kept for a long time, to be developed and
utilised successively. In the flourishing age, it is a favourite time for writing. To-
day, we have possibility to reach a more high level in transmitting and expressing
our view. It is well-known that, since the Han Dynasty, organizations for
measuring, recording and study of Astronomy, Earth science and weather were
established in the Palace of all Daynasties. Until the Ming and the Qing Dynasty,
the above organizations became more sophisticated. Especially in the Qing
Dynasty, an extremely sophisticated administration system for archives was
developed, leading a lot of valuable archives including those on earthquake can be
reserved wholly, thus scientists, historians at present have the possibility to
cansult this book.

It is not easy for Jiang Kexun et al. to compile the book. They focused on
consulting the archives kept in the China No.l Historical Archives and Taibei
Forbidden City Museum. Their work is elaborate, consuming a lot of physical and
mental labour and obtaining a high achievement. From a large amount and
complicated archives, such as folded memorials to the throne with Emperor's
comment in red kept in palace, duplicate of memorials to the Emperor kept in the
Military Department, Imperial edicts proposals of the Cabinet, daily life of the
Emperor etc, they sorted out about 700 pieces of valuable historical document on
the theme of earthquake prevention and disaster mitigation ( divided into two
groups and published respectively) , with those in the Qing Dynasty as the main
source, for the consultation and utilization of chinese and foreign seismologist,
historians, sociologists and experts on archives. It is no doubt that these historical
materials have extensive practical meaning for further research on that past
earthquakes occurred in China and seismic activity; for understanding of the
emergency and relief work after earthquake in the Ming and the Qing Dynasty,
especially in the latter; for investigation of the inspection and monitory system in
the seismic disaster area of the Qing Dynasty and its monitory level; for promotion
and strengthening of cooperation and exchange of information on seismic science,
and earthquake prevention and disaster mitigation between two banks of the strait.
And this meaning cannot be compared absolutely with or realised by the other
historical materials.

Science always accompanies with culture and art in their way of development
Publication of this book is one of examples for the above. In ancient time, there
were no professional calligraphers. The nobility in the past were all amateur
calligraphers, taking calligraphy as a hobby, and inheritors. At the same time,
there was no such art of calligraphy, separated from practice. Calligraph was a tool
for the living and working of the people. Achivement of Emperors and ministers in
calligraphy was always shown in the memorials to the throne and Emperor's
comment on the memorial in red. So, photomechanical printing of the valuable
archives in this book, reserving the original form of the archive, has also a special
meaning for the cultural construction. I think the editors had considered this already
in the planning of publication.

At the time of publication of “ Collection of the Archives on Earthquakes
Kept in the Palaces of the Ming and Qing Dynastry” , I offer those, who
participate in the edition, my congratulation and thankfulness upon their success
by writing the above paragraphs as the Preface.

Song Ruixiang
In the beginning of 2004
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Editor's Note

1. Archives on earthquakes in the Ming and the Qing Dynasty collected in
Volume One of this book are all selected from the archives or related documents
kept in the China No.1 Historical Archives, including memorials to the throne with
Emperor's comment written in red in palace, imperial (Emperor's) edicts kept in
the Militray Deparment, duplicate of folded memorials to the throne, pieces of
memorial to the throne, proposals of the Cabinet and notes on the daily life of the
Emperor, totalling 514 main documents. Besides, there are several lists and maps
as appendixes included. These documents are firstly published in the form of photo
copy as the historical information on the theme of earthquake prevention and
disaster mitigation, with a space of time from the X X th year of Chenghua in the
Ming Dynasty ( X X X X ) to the 1st year of Xuantong in the Qing Dynasty

(1909) .

2. Volume 1 is compiled in annalistic style. Archives in this Volume are
arranged in the order of date of issue of the memorial to the throne, Emperor's
edict and other documents, with a unified order number. When date of issue is not
found in the archives, then the archives will be arranged according to the time of
receiving the Emperor's edict or other documents, with an asterisk (*) after the
date. If the date of issue is inferred gy textual research, the date will be included
by bracket ([ ]) ; if “year” and “month” only exist in the date, documents
will be arranged in the order of “month” ; if “year” only exists in the date,
documents will be arranged in the order of “year” , If, in the same day, there
were several documents to be issued, then the documents will be arranged in the
order of the category of the document as follows: Imperial ( Emperor's) edict,
folded memorial to the throne, piece of memorial, proposal of the Cabinet. The
date of issue of each document is denoted by the annals of the Ming and the Qing
Dynasty and its corresponding Christian era.

3. Ifiin archives collected in this Volume, no author (responsive writter) is
noted, then the author will be determined by textual research and placed also in a
bracket ([ ]) . If the author cannot be determined either by textual research or
other methods, the name of the author will be placed in a bracket ([ ]) . If the
original document is fragmentary, a note will be added.

4. Title and contents are prepared for each of the Archives collected in the
Volume. Thg title consists of the authors of the document with his (their) official
title, the main description and category of the document.

5. Archives collected in the Volume, different in category but having the
same content, are compiled elaborately as a catergory, depending their historical
value. Duplicates of memorial to the throne, not compiled in the Volume, owing
to the content is the same as the folded memorial with Emperor's comment in red,
amount to several hundred pieces.

6. Source of archives collected in the Volume is given for each. Category of
archives belonging to the China No.l Archives is noted directly. The title of
historical materials, selected from the archives publications is also noted.

7. The related earthquake, its location and time of occurrence by textual
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research in each of archives collected in the Volume is noted in the explanation
properly. Location of earthquake is limited to the town belonging to the current
county and the existing name of which at present is also noted. The Emperor's
comment on the memorical in red in the document is also coloured in red in the
photomechanical printing. Content of Emperor's comment in red is translated in
Han nationality language.

8.Archives, collected in the Volume, and written in Man nationality
language, are all translated in Han nationality language and the Han's version is
printed after the Man's version. A note: [the original document was written in Man
nationality language] is placed after the title of the document.

9. Title, note and Emperor's comment in red of each archives collected in
the Volume are accompanied with their English translation for the convenience of
foreign readers.

10. All archives in the Volume are published by photo-mechanical printing.
The archives in the photo-mechanical printing will remain the same as the original
ones as possible.
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