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Introduction

Robert Louis Stevenson

Robert Louis Stevenson was born in Edinburgh
in Scotland in 1850. He had to end his college
studies because his health was poor. He began
to travel, looking for a place that was good for
his health. An he wrote about his travels. An
Inland Voyage (1878) was about journeys by
canoe on the rivers and canals of Belgium and
France. Travels with a Donkey in the Cévennes
followed it in 1879.

People loved his travel books, and they also
found his poems beautiful. In 1879 he travelled
to California in a very uncomfortable ship
(which may have been rather like the Covenant
in this book) and then by train across the United
States to San Francisco. He married in Califor-
nia, but his poor health made him and his wife
travel again.

Readers of his travel books and poetry were
surprised when Treasure Island came out in
1883. It was not at all like his earlier writing, but
both children and grown-ups loved it.

Treasure Island was finished in Switzerland.
Stevenson then continued to travel. He loved
the islands of the southern Pacific Ocean, and he
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Introduction

found that his health was better there. In the
end, he and his wife made their home in Samoa.
It was there that he wrote Kidnapped (1886),
the story of David Balfour and Alan Breck. It
was followed (but not immediately) by Catriona
(1893), which continues the story of David Bal-
four and tells of other exciting adventures of
David and Alan, and of David’s love for Catriona
Drummond. In between the two stories about
David Balfour came another suprising book,
the “thriller” called The Strange Case of Dr
Jekyll and Mr Hyde (1886).

Stevenson died in Samoa in 1894, and he is
buried there.

The history
The happenings, and even some of the people,
in this story are not all imaginary.

When Queen Elizabeth 1 died without chil-
dren in 1603, the person with best right to be
the king of England was already the king of
Scotland. So King James Stuart V1 of Scotland
became King James I of England. He was the
first of a line of kings of England, Scotland and
Ireland, the house of Stuart (or, as it is spelt in
this book, Stewart). The last of the Stuart kings
was James II. He was a Catholic, and he believ-
ed in a king’s right to rule without Parliament.
When a son was born in 1688, the thought of a
continued line of Stuart kings displeased the
English people, most of them non-Catholic and

vi
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Introduction

not believers in the “God-given” right of kings.
They made him leave the country in 1688. Two
non-Catholic daughters of James II ruled after
him, but in 1714 there were no non-Catholics of
the Stuart family, and the people with power
in England - the “Whigs” - invited George,
Elector of Hanover, a grandson of James I, to
become King George I of England, Scotland and
Ireland. When he died in 1727, his son became
George 11

But there were a lot of people in the three
countries, most of all in Scotland and Ireland,
who wanted the Stuart line to continue. These
“Jacobites” fought for James in Ireland in 1690
but were beaten. They fought for his son James
Francis Edward Stuart in 1715 and were suc-
cessful for a time in the Highlands of Scotiand,
but were again beaten.

Thirty years later, in 1745, the clans rose
once more to fight, with other Jacobites, for
Charles Edward Stuart, “Bonny Prince Charlie”.
They beat the English at Prestonpans outside
Edinburgh and fought their way down into
England. Charles waited at Derby for promised
English and French help, but it did not come,
and he had to return to Scotland. At Culloden,
outside Inverness, the clansmen were beaten
by the redcoats, horsemen and heavy guns of
King George’s army, and Bonny Prince Charlie
had to escape from the country.

Our story begins five years after Culloden.

viii
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