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Adapted from the story by
0. HENRY

Henry was born in Greensboro, North Carolina, in 1862.

%J@ ® His real name was William Sydney Porter. He left school
at the age of fifteen and worked at different times in a drugstore, a
business office, a building designer's office, and finally a bank. When
he was caught taking money from his own bank, he was arrested
and put in prison for three years. He had begun writing, and while he
was in prison he publiéhed a book of adventure stories called
Cabbages and Kings. He moved to New York in 1902, and it was
there that he became famous for his short stories with surprise
endings. He wrote hundreds of stories about the ordinary people of
New York City. His most famous books include The Four Million and
The Voice of the City. O. Henry died in 1910.
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‘& BEFORE YOU READ THE STORY..

A About the Author

" Read the paragraph about O. Henry on page 1. What do you notice

about his work experience? What would you expect the characters in

his stories to be like?

Several of the key words introduced on page 3 are shown in the picture
on page 6. The stockbroker is reading stock prices from the ticker tape
that was produced by the small machine on his desk. This ticker tape
machine was in use a hundred years ago. What sort of machine would
you expect to find in a stockbroker's office today? What else in the
picture shows us that the story is a hundred years old?

C Thinking about the World of Business

What do you like, or dislike, about the world of business? Why? Which
of the following words or phrases best describe the business world to
you: peaceful, exciting, pressure—filled, beautiful, rt:n:terq,s'_tingg,dangerbus,
busy, slow, loving, restful, fast. Are you a. businessman or a
businesswoman? Would you like to be one? Why or why not?



- ¥ Scanningfor Information -

Reading quickly to find small pieces of information is called scanning.
Read the questions below. The answer to each question can be found
in the paragrap'h about O. Henry on page 1. As you read the paragraph,
look for the piece of information that will answer the question. You do
not need to understand everything in the paragraph. But you must read
carefully enough to find the answer to each question. Try to answer
each question in thirty seconds or less.

1. In what state was O. Henry born?

2. Who was William Sydney Porter?

3. In what year did he leave school?

4. Where did he work before he began writing?

5. Where was O., Henry when he published his first book?
6. What kind of book was it?

7. What kind of stories is O. Henry most famous for"

8. What kinds of people usually appear in his stories?
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A romance is a type of story that contains unusual or
surprising events and is often about love. This romance |
by O. Henry is about a broker, of stockbroker—a person
~ who buys and sells parts of businesses called sfocks or’
shares. Years ago, brokers followed thedaily buying and’
selling of stocks with the help of a ticker tape machine. " §
This machine received the changing prices of stocks and" N
- then printed them out on thin paper (ticker tape). 1
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1 Pitcher had worked for many years in the office of Harvey Maxwell, the

stockbroker. Pitcher was a quiet man. He didn't usually let his face show his
feelings. But this morning he looked surprised—and very interested. Harvey
Maxwell had: arrived energetically as usual at 9:30. But this morning, the
young lady who was his secretary had arrived with him. Pitcher watched them
with interest. Harvey Maxwell didn't pay attention to Pitcher. He said only a
quick "Good morning," and ran to his desk. He dug energetically into the
mountain of letters and telegrams that waited for him. The stockbroker's day

had begun.

2 Miss Leslie, the young lady, had been Maxwell's secretary for a year. She

was beautiful, and she dressed simply. Unlike some secretaries, she never
wore cheap glass jewelry. Her dress was gray and plain, but it fitted her body
nicely. With it she wore a small black hat with a green—gold flower at the
side. This morning her face shone with happiness. Her eyes were bright, her

face a.soft pink.

3 Pitcher, still interested, noticed that she acted differently this moming.

Usually she walked straight inside to her own desk. But this morning she
stayed in the outside office. She walked over near Maxwell's desk. Maxwell |
didn't seem to be a man anymore. He had changed into a busy New York
stockbroker. He'd become a machine of many moving pérts. |
4 "Well—what is it? Is anything wrong?" Maxwell asked his’s'ecrgtary. He -
wasn't looking at her. His eyes were on his mail. Letters and \telegrams lay on
his desk like snow. ‘ y ‘
5 "It's nothing," she said. softly. She moved away with a little smile. "Mr.
Pitcher," she said, coming over to him, "did Mr. Maxwell ask you to hire

. >:. 




another secretary yesterday?"

6 "Yes, he did," answered Pitcher. "He told me to get another one. I
asked the secretarial school to send over a few this morning. But it's 9:45,
and no one has come yet."

7 "I will do the work as usual, then," said the young lady, "until
someone comes to fill the place." And she went to her desk at once. She
hung up the black hat with the green—gold flower in its usual place.

8 . Harvey Maxwell was always a busy stockbroker, but today he was even

- busier than usual. The ticker tape machine began to throw out tape. The
‘desk telephone began to ring. Men crowded into the office, buying and
selling, crying and yelling. Boys ran in and out with telegrams. Even
Pitéher’s face looked more alive. Maxwell pushed his chair against the
wall. He ran energetlcally from ticker tape to telephone, jumping like a
dancer.

9 In the middle of all this action and yelling, the stockbroker realized
that someone new had arrived. He first saw a high mountam of golden hair

under a large round hat. Then he noticed some large glass Jewelry

Undemeath all this was a young lady. Pitcher saw that Maxwell didn't -

know who she was. He came forward to explain. "Here is the lady from the
secretarial school," Pitcher said to Maxwell. "She came for the job."

10 Maxwell turned around with his hands full of papers and ticker tape. '
What job?" he yelled. His face looked angry.

1 "The secretarial job," Pitcher said quietly. "You told me yesterday to
_call the school. I asked them to send one ow\ar this morning."

12 "You're losing your mind, Pitcher! -Why would I tell youa thmg like
that? Miss Leslie has worked well for a whole year here. The _]Ob is hers

while she wants to stay. There is no job here, Madam! Tell thgr secretarlal

school, Pitcher. Don't bring any more of them in h
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13 The lady turned to leave. Her hat almost hit Pitcher in the eye as she -

angrily walked past him out of the office. Pitcher thought to himself that
Maxwell was getting more forgetful every day.
. I

14 The office became busier and busier. Orders to buy and sell came and
went like birds flying. Maxwell was worried about his own stocks, too, and
worked faster and harder. This was the stock market, the world of money.
There was no room in it for the world of human feelings or the world of
nature. |

15 Near lunchtime, everything quieted down. Maxwell stood by his desk

‘with his hands full of telegrams. His pen was behind his ear. His hair
stood up on his head. Suddenly through the open window came a smell of
flowers, like the thin breath of spring. Maxwell stood still. This was Miss
Leslie's smell, her own and only hers. The smell seemed to bring her
before him. The world of the stock market disappeared. And Miss Leslie
was in the next room—only twenty steps away.

16 "I'll do it now," said Maxwell softly. "I'll ask her now. Why didn't I do
it long ago?"

17 He ran into her office. He jumped towards her desk. She looked up at
him with a smile. Her face turned a, soft pink. Her eyes were kind.
Maxwell put his hands on her desk. Thei'- were still full of papers.

18 "Miss Leslie," he said, hurfying, "T only have a moment to talk. I want
to say something important in that moment: Will you be my wife? I haven't
had time to show you, but I really do love you. Speak quickly please—
there's the telephone."

19 "Why—whaf are you talking about?" cried the young lady. She stood

up and looked at him strangely.
20 "Don't you understand?" Maxwell asked quickly, looking back at the
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phone on his desk. "I want you to marry me. I've stolen this moment to ask
you, now, while things have quieted down a little. Take the telephone,
Pitcher! " he yelled. "Will you, Miss Leslie?" he added softly.

2 The secretary acted very strange. At first she seemed surprised. Then she
began to cry. But then she smiled through her tears like the sun through rain.
She put her arm around the stockbroker's neck.

22 "] know now," she said. "It's this business that put it out of your head. 1
was afraid, at first. But don't you remember, Harvey? We were married last

evening at 8:00, in the little church around the corner.”
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A Understanding the Plot

Answer these questions with complete sentences.

1. What is Maxwell's business?

2. Who works with him, and what do they do? In the picture on page 6,
which man is Pitcher and which is Maxwell?

3. Why is Pitcher so interested in Maxwell this morning?

4. What telephone call did Pitcher make for Maxwell yesterday? Why?

5. What question does Maxwell ask Miss Leslie?

6. Why is she so surprised?

AwsH 0 seosg Asng v JO aouBWIOY BY | E i g::‘-

B Close Reading

Below are some statements about Part | of "The Romance of a Busy
Broker." If the statement is true, write T beside it. If it is not true, write F
for false, and then on a separate piece of paper rewrite the senterice to
make it true.- ‘
1. Pitcher was an energetic man, and his feelings could always be seen
in his face.
2. Harvey Maxwell was a man who put great energy into his work.
___ 3. The young lady with Maxwell seemed unhappy, and she dressed
badly. ‘
___ 4. The young lady asked Pitcher if Maxwell had asked him to get
another secretary.
5. The young lady went to her desk because no one from the secretarial

school had arrived. A
6. The office was quiet and peaceful after Maxwell and the young lady - =




