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LIU ZHONGMING

FOREWORD

he Middle East is a mysterious region hav-

T ing innumerous enigmasremained unco-
vered. So far, this region gestated glorious human
civilization is still being affliated by conflicts and
turbulence, the process of modemization is very
arduous and difficult. Therefore, it is important
to understand the varance of politics of Middle
East from the angle of political thought and ideology.
Nationalism and Islam as the representatives
of modemn and traditional ideology, the complicated
relations between them has had important affected on
the process of political development of the Middle
- East. But the studies of relations between nationalism
and Islam as an important problem related to the
direction of the historical development of the
Middle East are very weak in China, there is no
monographs that had been published, the number

of papers can be counted on ones fingers. So this



book studied deeply the interrelations of Nationalism in the Middle East
and Islam, it probed into the impact of the relations between National-
ism and Islam to the process of political modernization of Middle East,
and prospected the direction of relations between the two in the future.
The contents of this dissertation includes three parts;

The first part includes Chapter 1 to Chapter 4, the important task
is to probe into the attitudes of nationalism in the Middle East to Islam
and open out the general and special characteristics of relations between
different nationalisms and Islam. Chapter 1 discussed the attitudes of
Arab Nationalism to Islam in three periods from modern times to the
contemporary age. Chapter 2 discussed the relations between Regional
Arab Nationalism and Islam through examples of Egyptian Nationalism
and Syrian Nationalism. Chapter 3 probed into the relations between
Turkish Nationalism and Islam from the afternoon of Ottoman Empire to
Kemal Revolution. Chapter 4 discussed the relations between Iranian
Nationalism and Islam from modern times to Pahlavi Dynasty. Compara-
tively, the general characteristics of relations between various national-
isms in the Middle East and Islam is nationalism as a kind of ideology
had a owerful strike on Islam, the status of Islam in politics of Middle
East was impaired seriously. Taking considerations of personal chara-
cteristic of respective relations between different nationalism and Islam,
Arab Nationalism is not only related to Islam, but also exclusive from
Islam, but the blackball is mainstream; Regional Arab Nationalism
adopted more engrained exclusive attitudes to Islam because of empha-
sizing local quality, but all not succeeded; Secular nationalism esta-
blished the dominant station in Turkey by the thorough negation of Tur-
kish Nationalism to Islam; Iranian Nationalism had consanguineous rela-
tions with Shiism Islam in modern times, but the relations between the
two made for opposition because of despotism, corruption and
poignant “White Revolution” in Pahlavi Dynasty.

The second part includes Chapter 5 and Chapter 6, the author
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analyzed the responses of Islam to the impulsion of nationalism from the
angle of Islamic Fundamentalism, and studied mainly challenge of Islamic
Fundamentalism to nationalism. In Chapter 5, the author gave the defi-
nition of Islamic Fundamentalism according to the standpoint of acade-
mia and the reason of using it in this dissertation, and then analyzed the
historical evolution of Islamic Fundamentalism in frame of relations
between nationalism and Islamic Fundamentalism. In Chapter 6, the
author exposed the challenge of Islamic Fundamentalism to nationalism
combining with theory of nationalism and political standpoint of thinkers
on Islamic Fundamentalism, this challenge embodied three kinds of
contradiction, namely religious identity and national identity, the Gods
sovereignty and state sovereignty, secularization and Islamization.

The third part is Chapter 7, the author focused attention on the
effect of relations between nationalism and Islam on political
modernization in the Middle East, and studied the status in quo and
tendency of relations between the two at the same time. The dissertation
analyzed the effect of nationalisin, Islam, and the relations between the
two on political modernization in the Middle East from four aspects:
huilding of nation state, political legitimacy, political system, political
participation and democratization. Furthermore, the author also thought
about the roots of contradiction between nationalism and Islam in
process of political modernization in the Middle East. After this, the
dissertation studied the status in quo and tendency of relations between
Islam and nationalism in the Middle East: For Arab nation, Pan-Arab
nationalism is increasingly declined, but regional Arab nationalism
namely “State Nationalism” is now rising, the contradictory relations
between Islamic Fundamentalism and regime of Arab nationalism is still
quile intense, it mainly embodied the challenge of Islamic political
opposition to political legitimacy and power foundation of regime of
nationalism. For Turkish nationalism, although it is also confronted with

the challenge of Islamic renaissance, secular nationalism is still the



mainstream of ideology in Turkey conditioned by all kinds of factors.
For Iranian nationalism, its independent form hasn’t been in existence
due to entirely social Islamization after Islamic Revolution, but the
nature , ideology of Islamic Revolution and the political development
after revolution all embodied nationalist meaning, Iranian Nationalism is
provided with the characteristic of dependent on Islam again, the birth
of nationalism having broken away from bondage of religion is still in the

future.
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