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It is said that"" in England death is pressing'®, in Canada inevitable® and in California optional ‘. Small
wonder®, Americans’ life expectancy® has nearly doubled over the past century. Failing hips” can be replaced®, clini
cal depression® controlled, cataracts"” removed" in a 30-minute surgical!’” procedure'’®. Such advances!' of-
fer the aging population a quality of life that was unimaginable when I entered medicine 50 years ago. But not even
a great health—care system can cure death — and our failure to confront that reality"® now threatens this greatness!'®

of ours.

Death is normal; we are genetically programmed” 1o disintegrate and perish'®®', even under ideal conditions.
We all understand that at some level, yet as medical consumers we treat death as a problem™ to be solved. Shielded®
by third—party®” payers from the cost of our care, we demand everything that can possibly be done for us, even if it’s
useless. The most obvious example is late—stage cancer care. Physicians — frustrated® by their inability to cure the
disease and fearing loss of hope in the patient — too often offer aggressive ** treatment far beyond what is scien-
tifically justified®.

In 1950, the U.S. spent ¥12.7 billion on health care. In 2002, the cost will be ¥1,540 billion. Anyone can see
this trend is unsustainable®. Yet few seem willing to try to reverse it”. Some scholars conclude that a government
with finite resources should simply stop paying for medical care that sustains life beyond a certain age — say 83 or
on

s0'7". Former Colorado governor Richard Lamm has been quoted™ as saying that the old and infirm™ “have a duty

to die and get out of the way™” so that younger, healthier people can realize their potential.

1 would not go that far. Energetic people now routinely work through their 60s and beyond, and remain daz-
zlingly® productive. At 78, Viacom chairman Sumner Redstone jokingly claims to be 53. Supreme Court Justice
Sandra Day O’ Connor is in her 70s, and former surgeon general C. Everett Koop chairs an Internet start-up'® in
his 80s. These leaders are living proof® that prevention works and that we can manage the health problems that
come naturally with age. As a mere 68—year—old, I wish to age as productively as they have.

Yet there are limits to what a society can spend in this pursuit®, As a physician, I know the most costly and dramatic
measures may be ineffective and painful. I also know that people in Japan and Sweden, countries that spend far less
on medical care, have achieved longer, healthier lives than we have. As a nation, we may be over—funding® the
{7

quest™” for unlikely cures while under-funding research on humbler therapies® that could improve people’s lives.

(GE8 2003 FHHEENEEMAME 44, )
P> 21. What is implied in the first sentence?
[ AJAmericans are better prepared for death than other people.
[B]Americans enjoy a higher life quality than ever before.
[ C]Americans are over-confident®™ of their medical technology.

[ D]Americans take a vain pride™ in their long life expectancy.
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P> 22. The author uses the example of cancer patients to show that
[ AJmedical resources are often wasted.
[Bldoctors are helpless against fatal diseases.
[ C]some treatments are too aggressive.
[ D ]medical costs are becoming unaffordable.

P> 23. The author’s attitude toward Richard Lamm’s remark is one of

[ A Jstrong disapproval. [B]reserved consent“).
[C]slight contempt. [ D]enthusiastic support.
P> 24. In contrast to the U.S., Japan and Swede are funding their medical care
[ A Jmore flexibly. [ B]more extravagantly.
[ CImore cautiously. [ DJmore reasonably.

P> 25. The text intends to express the idea that
[ A Jmedicine will further prolong people’s lives.
[B]life beyond a certain limit is not worth living.
[ Cldeath should be accepted as a fact of life.

[ D Jexcessive demands increase the cost of health care.

¢ TR e [ 21.[C] 22.[A] 23.[B] 24.(D] 25.[C] |

¢ BHFEL €
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(1) ltis said that .... ATERAE A AT, X iE BB A THEERHR A E R, X — I AT 5,

(2) pressing: 2 Y14, 2388, Al R A“FEEXIH,

(3) inevitable ; ANB] B 4H, 5 1 3C pressing — iR AT R LR

(4) optional . A] H&RY , LR FIH, BI5] 8 A“HHBEMBR",

(5) small wonder:small SH BRI E L, RETIEENTERE,

(6) life expectancy : & Ay, 5 130 death MR T R BRI X2 .

(7) hips . B &,

(8) replace.: B#:, SRAKAMMEA, TR WELATFERA substitute —id,

(9) depression; i, THIT, WAL R—A5OHEARMATE, FEETFHE R HTR" , BYHIE N "recessions”,

(10) cataracts: F RS, AL MBI, MWAMZIR AT KRB, B,

(11) remove: B3, B3, HAMKIAABA WA,

(12) surgical . #bEHG , SABIEAR), FARER,

(13) procedure . #fF, F4k,

(14) advances: fiit, Ay b CEFHERA 5 HMEHE IR0

(15) confront that reality; EIfaAR-—B5E, ZEUL that reality & LK “FET=", %FIE 5 T 3LH “genetically
programmed to disintegrate and perish” ¥ T B FICEK

(16) greatness fHF 41, MASTEHMERE T HCEEGEET HFRBIGMHE 5 advances AL T 7 ST

(17) genetically programmed 7E I 7] 5| B O “ 3z BB A% SRS AT

(18) disintegrate and perish: SRS T, ZEH AT 5| H 4 die 5K death HIRAKMRRE,

(19) problem:l‘ﬂ@,ﬁg’é‘ﬁﬁiﬁﬁgﬁﬁ(,Elﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁ?ﬂﬂ’ﬁ%‘%%ﬂﬁﬁt&‘]iﬁﬁ%%ﬂﬁﬂ@o question BRI
AR B issue ZA SIS X, AMRREMES LHIENIASR difficulty, situation, dilemma, trouble 5

(20) shield: (from) 4447, PP, D, EHERESER L,

(21) third-party . 55 =75 , BUIHE AR 6 — M S BURGIERE, MEETEMCR , P S BIIERBIR
AT ERRE MM S R TR RIR T E,

(22) frustrate . #0, BAEE, (FREY KL, 5 ECH) depression —TAIMIEL T FRRI KR, frustrate —IR)5R S5
FIEE AR S,

(23) aggressive. 3B, BIEBCRA, A ESHEK, MK, ERREBIT SIEREH  FNFHE
W5 & X fEE R % BB A e S, LI ; ambition 7EWE SGEIE A Al HAR N “BF.L 7, W 7EZE SUEIE T BRAR o 1
151

(24) justify . JEBR--- R IE 4, EEEXPERZXAENENTREACHTESE, IIGRZ S8,
i 7R 32 N B ROE BR 2 BHEIESE

(25) unsustainable ; A EEUESZE , ARE I, %175 £ 30 justify FIR T BN X R, 5T 3CH sustain —
WP T BN X F,

(26) few seem willing to try to reverse it: BESHX — BRI AHEELIL, FHREREY TEEXX—
HRAAEE , BEE AN IZB X — BN R R,

(27) life beyond a certain age — say 83 or so: M AFIEE (M 83 F8h) M4Efr. life beyond a
certain age 5HOHEE death IR TAIER R . say fEA“H U, B "# . or so A“KRA”,

(28) quote. MM A “SHE, 51", T cite —iAFRE T FFUWAREURE

(29) infirm. 3864, FIRER, 5 E3CH) disintegrate and perish M T HBRISEHR ,, FEMATF |y “BIRERE ",

(30) get out of the way . A RLEER ﬂiﬁb&)’(ﬂ’.ﬂ‘]ﬁ!ﬁ%ﬂﬁ-%ﬁﬁ&i@%kﬁ@ikm{ﬁﬂﬁ
(youth-oriented cultural values),

(31) dazzlingly . alif st , ¥ERRHD W%ﬁﬁ??ﬂ@%T%Aﬂﬂﬁi%

(32) claim. ##k, E3k, ZAEESHERKREOE L,
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