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The Olympic Movement is the most popu-
lar mass activities in the world of today, and
its purpose is to establish a still more peaceful
and beautiful world, which is the common as-
piration of more and more people over the
world. Since his assumption of the IOC Presi-
dent, Mr. Samaranch has done a lot of fruitful
and creative work, giving a fresh impetus to
the Olympic Movement.

Since China’ s right of representation in
the IOC was restored in 1979, Olympism has
rapidly been spread all over the country, Chi-
nese athletes have achieved tremendous success
attracting worldwide attention, and China has
become a member carrying a big weight in the
Olympic family.

Combining sports with cultural and art ac-
tivities, including stamp collecting, is one of

the important principles of the Olympic Move-
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ment. Since the 1st modern Olympic Games
held in Athens of Greece in 1896, stamps have
been bound up with sports.

Mr. Samaranch, the IOC President and a
sports stamp collector, advocates the harmo-
nious combination of physical culture and phi-
lately , and he built up a complete collection of
Olympic stamps in blocks of four issued by var-
ious host countries from the 1st Summer and
Winter Olympics. The collection of Mr. Sama-
ranch was on show in China in 1987 and 1990,
which was well received by the stamp and
sports lovers.

A more open China awaits 2000 Olympics.
To show that all the offsprings of the Yellow
Emperor over the world understand and sup-

port the Olympic Movement , the People’ s
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Corporation planned jointly the publication of
Olympic Stamp Collection of Juan Antonio
Samaranch in order to spread Olympism and
express the Chinese nation’s determination and
enthusiasm to bid 2000 Olympics. Through
stamps collected by Mr. Samaranch and re-
leased by various host countries of all the Sum-
mer Olympics, the collection unfolds vividly
the magnificent and epic course of the modern
Olympics. To enjoy the collection, we will un-
derstand more fully the higher realm of sports
beauty and will be greatly inspired by Olymp-
ism.

In compiling the collection, an energetic
support was given us by Messrs. Samaranch,
president of the IOC; He Zhenliang, first vice-
president of the IOC and president of the Chi-
nese Olympic Committee; Jean-Francois

Pahud, director of the Olympic Museum.
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Many Chinese and foreign figures in the sports
world also did a lot in publishing the collection.
They are Messrs. Sheng Zhiguo, Wang
Qiaoyu, Liu Xiuwu, M. Bergman, Alexandra
Leclef Mandl, and Ms. Cliding. We extend
our heartfelt thanks to them on sending the
collection to the press.

As space is limited , the book can not cover
all the album sheets in Mr. Samaranch’ s col-
lection provided by the Olympic Museum. The
book must leave much to be desired in its
translated text and layout, and your comments

and corrections are welcome.

June 1993
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THE PRESIDENT
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CITIUS  ALTIUS - FORTIUS

INTERNATIONAL OLyMprPric COMMITTEE

PROLOGUE OF THE IOC PRESIDENT

Pierre de Coubertin restored the Olympic Games as part of his
concept of Olympism, embracing international sport as a moral and social
initiative to harmony and understanding between peoples and nations of
the world.

The Olympic Movement has since become an international peace
movement, promoting and furthering mutual understanding, respect and
collaboration by creating, through sport, an international sphere of
common activity and engagement.

Philately is a branch that holds the same views and aims as
Olympism, though its arena is not in the stadiums. Olympic stamps have
contributed to finance, promote and spread the Olympic Games and
Olympism. They are precursors of forthcoming Games, messengers of
current Games and historians of past Games. They bring the image of
the "Olympic Rings", and what they stand for, to the most remote parts
of the world. Since 1936, Olympic Philately has become part of the
Olympic Games, and the "OLYMPHILEX" exhibitions are cultural events of
Olympism.

My fascination for philately, and in particular Olympic Philately, has
parallelled my activities in the Olympic Movement. My interest determined
a complete collection of Olympic stamps in blocs of four, and common
activities between the Olympic Movement and Olympic Philately were
concreted by the foundation of the International Federation of Olympic
Philately. Finally, my conviction that Olympic Philately is part of the
Olympic heritage has made me donate my collection to the new Olympic
Museum.

The initiative of the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications of the
People's Republic of China to edit a brochure with part of my collection is
welcome. It will certainly arouse the interest of philatelists, of the
Olympic Movement, and promote Olympic Philately. It will certainly
greatly contribute to the Olympic Movement of today.

Juan Antonjo SAMARANCH
Marqués de Samaranch

CHATEAU DE VIDY, CASE POSTALE 356. 1001 LAUSANNE, SWITZERLAND
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JEUX DE LA lére OLYMPIADE
GAMES OF THE | OLYMPIAD
ATHENES - ATHENS 1896

GRECE - GREECE
25.3.1896 (6.4. grégorien): Les PTT émettent une série comm i j
l'ouverture des Jeux. émorative le jour de
25.3.1896 (6.4. Gregorian): The Post issues a commemorati
ol rafive set, on the opening

1 lepton La lutte - Wrestling

D'APRES UNE SCULPTURE DE L'ECOLE DE LYSIPPE, 4EME SIECLE AV. J.-C. (FLORENCE, GUI UFFiZi)
AFTER A STATUE BY THE SCHOOL OF LYsIPPUS, 4TH CENTURY BC. (FLORENCE, UFnAzI )

LA LUTTE FIGURAIT AUX JEUX OLYMPIQUES DE L'ANTIQUITE DES LA 18EME OLYMPIADE (708 Av. J.-C.)

WRESTLING WAS AN OLYMPIC DISCIPLINE OF THE ANCIENT GAMES SINCE THE 18TH OLYMPIAD (708 BC)

MUSEE PHILATELIQUE OLYMPIQUE Donation  J.A.Samaranch
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JEUX DE LA lére OLYMPIADE
GAMES OF THE | OLYMPIAD
ATHENES - ATHENS 1896

GRECE - GREECE
m E 2 lepta Lutteurs - Wrestlers
- 5 lepta Discobole - Discobolus
% BB B IR

10 lepta Discobole - Discobolus
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 BEHERRBATE 5 X

. E} Eﬂ"’ g m gﬁ %ﬂ "ﬁ ﬁ g Ell ﬁ _ LE DISCOBOLE: COPIE D'UNE SCULPTURE DE MYRON, SEME s:scus;g. é-c. (Gtmon;dtgslzl l;mmcn)
s o @ T Fl S ‘ THE DISCOBOLUS: COPY OF A STATUE OF MYRON, 5TH CENTURY BC (GLYPTOTHEQUE,
TRERBEAGIIE. i
b A RS j o Le DU DISQUE FAISAIT PARTIE DU PENTATHLON, AUX JEUX DE L'ANTIQUITE DES LA 18EME OLYMPIADE
13)32 - ‘i M {2} 7‘6 §Tj ?(}g E% 1 8 B THROWING THE DISCUS WAS PART OF THE PENTATHLON, SINCE THE 18TH OLYMPIAD (708 BC)
SREESFBEI.

i ’ ‘
MUSEE PHILATELIQUE OLYMPIQUE Donation  J.A.Samaranc
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JEUX DE LA Iére OLYMPIADE
GAMES OF THE | OLYMPIAD
ATHENES - ATHENS 1896

GRECE - GREECE

20 lepta & 40 lepta Amphore antique - Ancient amphore

UNE AMPHORE AVEC LA DEESSE ATHENA PROMACHOS, DEESSE DE LA GUERRE. C'ETAIT LE PRIX AUX

VAINQUEURS DES JEUX PANATHENEENS.,

AN AMPHORE WITH THE WAR GODDESS ATHENA PROMACHOS. THIS WAS THE PRIZE FOR THE VICTORS AT THE

PANATHENIAN GAMES.

MUSEE PHILATELIQUE OLYMPIQUE

Donation

J.A.Samaranch



