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An jian shang ren
{ Stab sb. in the back; injure sb. by underhand
means) 7 002

Y-
Ban jing dac gu B
( Sit on twigs of the chaste tree placed on

the ground and talk about the past—regardless
of formalities because of long-standing
friendship) ~ 005

Bao cang huo xin

{ Harbour evil iatensions) / 007

Bi lu lan 10

{ Drive a cart in ragged clothes to break fresh
ground —endure hardships in pioneer work)

/ 010

Bin zhi ru gui

{ A home from home; where guests feel at
home) / 013

Bu cheng zhi tu

( Desperado; the unruly) / 016

Bu shi zhi wu

{ Not know the Chinese characters of

zhi and wu—utterly illiterate) / 018

Bu zi liang li

( Overreach oneself; not have a proper measure

of oneself; overrate one’s own ahilities) / 020
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Can gao sheng fu

( Remaining benefits) / 022

Cao dao shang jin

( Let a non-tailor person cut a piece of
beautiful brocade with scissors—Ilet a person do
what he is not good at) / 025

Chun shu mu yun

( Spring trees and sunset clouds—Ilongings for
faraway friends) ~ 027

De gi suo zai

( Get what should be—somebody is in

a satisfactory situation) / 029

Dong dao zhu

( One who treats sh. to a meal; host) / 032

Han chan zhang ma

( A cicada in cold weather which can no
longer make any noise or can only make a very
low noise and a horse ridden by

the guard of honour—people who dare not
speak objectively) / 035

Hong hu zhi zhi

( Lofty ambition; high aspirations) / 038
Hong gou wei jie

( Make Chasm Honggou the border
between two states, parties, etc. ) / 040




Jiao lu zi gi

( Make oneself believe one did not do what had
been done by oneself; deceive oneself) / 042
Jie gan er qgi

( Raise the siandard of revolt;

start an uprising; rise in rebellion) / 044

Jie zhu dai chou

{ Plan for others) / 047

Ju an si wei

(Think of danger in times of safety; be vigilant
in peacetime) / 051

Jue yi ci xiong

( Fight to see who is the stronger; fight it out) / 053

T

Kuan meng xiang ji

( Alternate leniency with severity; use hard
and soft tactics in turn) / 055

Kun shou you dou

( Cornered beasts will still fight;

beasts at bay will fight back) / 058

E

Li bing mo ma

( Feed the horses and sharpen the
weapons—make preparations for war;
prepare for battle) / 060

M

Mai du huan zhu
( Keep the glittering casket and give
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back the pearl—show lack of

judgment; make the wrong choice) / 063

Mian bi gong shen

( Achieve profound cultivation 4

through unusually hard practice) / 064 |

Ming lie gian mao

( Be among the best of successful candidates) ~ 067

@1
Qi da fei ou

( Dukedom Qi is big, but not

a proper marriage partner—goaod things mustn’t
be also the suitable) ~ 069

Ren An du cun

(Only Ren An stayed with his

old master—show loyalty in adversity) ~# 071
Ru lin da di

( As if faced with a formidable foe) ~ 072

S
Shang xia gi shou
{ Practise fraud; manceuvre for some evil end;
get up to tricks) ~ 075
Shi ye xue shu
( Practise calligraphy on persimmon leaves
—study hard under difficult conditions) / 077
Song hu wan sui
( Mountain Songshan shouts
“Long live Your Majesty 1" —wish the emperor
a long life or the dynasty peaceful and
prosperous) / 079
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Wang chen er bai
( Kneel down and salute towards the dust of the
rider ahead—cringe and teady to bigwigs) / 082
Wang chen mo ji
(So far behind that one can only see the dust
of the rider ahead—too far behind to caich up;
too inferior to bear comparison) / 083
Wang hou ning you zhong
( Are there reallg any princes and marquises,
generals and premiers who are born noble?
—defy authority) / 086
Wei shou wei wei
( Be full of misgivings; be overcautious) .~/ 088

Xi er gong ting

( Wash one’ s ears before listening—listen with
respectful attention) / 090

Xiang dang ran

( Assume sth. as a matter of course;
lake sth. for granted; on assumptions) / 092
Xiang jing Bo You

( Be disturbed for nothing by rumours purely

fabricated out of thin air) ~ 094

Xu yu wei yi

).‘“ (Deal with sb. courteously but without sincerity;
ﬁ L pretend politeness and compliance) / 096




Ya guan qu song
{ With brilliant literary talents even

unsurpassed by the ancient masters such

as Qu Yuan and Song Yu) / 99

Yan que zhi zhi

( The ambition of shortsighted people)} / 101
Yue zu dai pao

{ Exceed one’s functions and meddle in other
people’s affairs; take sb. else’s job into
one’s own hands) / 103

Z

Zhan zhan zi xi

( Feel complacent; be pleased with oneself;
be complacent; feel self-satisfied over) / 105
Zheng ran mai I

(A native of Dukedom Zheng buys
shoes—foolishly cling to dogma) / 107
Zheng ren zheng nian

( People of Dukedom Zheng debate for being
older——senseless and baseless debates) / 109
Zheng wei zhi yin

( Music of Zheng and Wei—popular

music and literary style) / 111

Zuo guan cheng bai

{ Wait to see what will come of another's

venture; look on coldly; be a mere onlooker)
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Ay Jian Shang Bon

( Stab sb. in the back; injure sh. by underhand means)
Originates from “The Eleventh Year of Duke Yin" in the Zuo
Qiuming ’ s Chronicles.

In 712 B. C. during the Spring and Autumn Period of the
Eastern Zhou, with the support of Dukedoms of Lu and Qi,
Duke Zhuang of Dukedom Zheng ( [ts capital was in modem
Xinzheng City under Zhengzhou Municipality ) planned to send a
punitive expedition against State Xu. In that summer, when
Duke Zhuang of Zheng was about to dispatch the war chariots af-
ter reviewing his troops in the drill ground, the old general Ying
Kaoshu and the young general Gongsun Zidu began to quarrel o-
ver the chariots. Seeing Gongsun bearing down menacingly , Ying
Kaoshu just turned to drive a chariot away, while the usually o-
verbearing Gongsun Zidu gave instant chase with a halberd
seized from the weapon rack but in vain, so he nursed a hatred.

When the autumn came, Duke Zhuang officially ordered 10
invade Xu. As the Zheng army encircled the capital of Xu, Ying
Kaoshu fought bravely in the van and climbed up the city wall
first, holding a big flag. Seeing that Ying was acquiring the
highest merit, Gongsun got more jealous and detested, so he
drew an arrow and shot Ying down. Another general thought that

Ying was killed by the enemy, immed.ately picked up the flag




ually the city was breached and

and continued the assault. Event

the

is is the earliest incident of “stabbing sb. in

nquered. Th
back” recorded in

the history.
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Bon Jing Dao G

( Sit on twigs of the chaste tree placed on the ground and
talk about the past—regardless of formalities hecause of long-
standing friendship) :Originates from “The Twenty-sixth Year of
Duke Xiang” in the Zuo Qinming’s Chronicles.

During the Spring and Autumn Period, Prince Mu was con-
ferred the land named Shen and thus called Duke Shen. Later
Duke Shen committed a crime but sneaked away. A rumour said
that it was his son-in-law Wu Ju who divulged the secret and
sent him away. Out of fright, Wu ju hurriedly concealed himself
in the neighbouring Dukedom Zheng,but he still felt insecure as
he knew that Zheng was just a small country and possibly unable
to provide protection. So he was about 10 flee to Dukedom Jin,a
big country in the north. All in coincidence, Shengzi, a senior
official of state Cai, met with Wu Ju at the outskirts of the cap-
ital of Zheng, while he was heading for Jin on an official busi-
ness trip. Being very good friends and meeting with each other
unexpectedly in a foreign country, both of them were so pleased
that they broke off some Lwigs of the chaste tree, placed them on
the ground and sat on them, indulged themselves in 1alking a-
bout the past things, eating something occasionally, completely
regardless of formalities. Hence the idiom “ban jing dao gu”.
Some time later, Shengzi helped Wu Ju convincing Kingdom
Chu 10 rehabilitate the latler's reputation and rank of nobility,
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