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May Sunday

Internztional Labour Day
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May (F H>

The month of May was probably named
for Maia Majestsa, the Roman goddess of snring.
May was also dedicated to Ceres, the goddess
of grain. In the Norihern Hemisphere, corn,
the favourate grain of Ceres, is planted in
May. The corn-growing Navajo Indians of
America called May the month of tiny and
tall laaves.

May Day (F H%)

In Europe and in countti¢s with Europegan
tradition, May Day is a folk holiday based on
the Roman festival of flowers, the Floralie,



in bonor of the coming of spring. It is ob-
served by giving May baskets filled with
flowers or candy, dancing arcund a May pole,
selecting of .2 May queen amnd king, lighting
bonfites on hilltops (in England), and other
festivities.

May (31 HD
In the merry month of May
All the little birds are gay.
They all hop and sing and say:

“Winter days are far away,
Welcome, welcome, merry Mayl!¥

In the merty month of May
All the pretty flowers are gay.
They all dance and sing and say.
W intet days are far away.
Welcome, welcome, merty May!¥®

In the merry month of May

All the pioneers are gay.

They all laugh and sing and say:
#Winter days are far away,
Welcome, welcome, First of May!?
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May Monday
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Important birthday;

William Ciyde Fitch (I3 1865—1909), Amet-
ican dramatist

-

Birth of Earth

Our universe came into being,
most cosmolegists agree, from 7
to 15 billion wyears ago, in an ini-
tial “big bang” explosion that's still expanding
today.

Qur home galaxy, the Milky Way, is esti-
mated to be approximately 12 billion years old.
Planet earth, the sun, and all the other planets,
moons, asteroids, meteorpids, and comets of
our solat system are believed to be relatively
young in cosmic terms—irom 4,5 to 5 billion




years old. Farth has a life expeciancy of 12
billion years, that is, it has 7.5 billion years
to go before the sun explodes into a red glant
that incinerates it.
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May Tuesday

Important birthday:
Niccolo Machiavelli (% 3105 % 14691572},
Italian author and staiesman

Empty Alr? (gHHSIG7)

Except for clouds and smoke the
zit seems empty. Actually it is fall
of very small hits of matter, 50 small that we
cannot gee most of them. Pollen graing, spores,
bacterig, and viruses ars some of these invisi-
bie hitg of matter.

Such particles are 5o small that scientists
use & unit of length called a micron to measure
them. A micron is about one twenty-five thou-
sandth of &n inch. A hole caused by pusking




a pin into a piece of paper is about a thousand
inictons. Yout eyes are good enough to be abie
1 see an object which is about fifty microns
long.

Pollen grains ars usually about twenty-five
rHetond across. Spores are somewhat smaller,
while bacteria measere about one micron. Vi-
ruses are only a small fraction of a micron.

Supposge we take a cubic inch of ait-—about
the size of an ice cube. If this cube of air
has a millionr bacteria in if, it will still be
nearly all air. In fagt, we could hold the mil-
lion bacteria in our hand and never even see
them.

S0 though the air holds innumetable tiny
parficles, it is no wonder that it seems empfy.




Chinese Youth Day rhE#ME
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Imporiani birthday:

Henry Thomas Huxley ( 484 I1825—1895),
English biologist and educator
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L Srom. One-day President
Aber  David Riee Afchison served as

T = President of the United States only
for one day on May 4, 1849,

President Polk’s ferm had expired, but
because it was a Suynday President-elect Zachary
Tayler chose to be inaugurated the following
day, a Monday. Since the nation could not be
leaderless for even 24 hours, the next in Jine
of succession, the President pro fempore of the
Senate, Senator Atchison, took over the office.



When asked what he did during his time as
President, Atchison said that becauwse he had
heen exhauwsted by his work in Congress he
slept soundly ilirovgh his term as Chief Exec-
utive.
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May Thursday

Important birthday:
Karl Marx (&% 2 1818—1883), German social

philosopher, founder of the scientific com-
munist theory

Marx's “Confession”

Here i3 Karl Marx’s own sccount of him-
self ag he gave it playing the Victorian parlor
game of *Confession™:

Your favourlie virtue Simplicity

Your favourite veriue in man  Sirength

Your Iavourite vertue in woman Weakness

Your chief characteristic Singleness of

Purpose
Your jdea of happiness  To fight




Your idea of misery — Submission

The vice you excuse most  Guilibility

The vice you detest the most  Servility

Favourite cccupation  Bookworming

Favourite poat Shakespesare, Aeschylis,
Goethe

Favourite prose writer  Diderot

Favourite hero Spartacus, Kepler

Favourite heroine Gretchen

Favourite flower Daphne

Favouriie colour Red

Favourite name Loura Jenny

Favourite dish Fish

Favourile maxim Nikil humani a me
alienum puto {<I consider that nothing
numan 1s glien t0 me.”)
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Friday

Mediterranean Sea (Hbrh i)

The Greeks called it the Great Sea. Tts
present naine the Mediterranean Sca came from
the ancient Roman name Mare Interaun, mean-
ing “the Inland Sea.”

The Mediterranean Sea is neatly landlocked
between Europe, Asis, and Africa. In its west
the natrow Strait of Gibraltar connects it with
the Atlanti¢c Ocean. Iis eastern outlet, to the
Red Sea, 18 by way of the Suez Canal.

The Mediterranean has an area of about
1,145,000 square miles. Its greatest length from
past to west is 2,400 miles. Its maximum width
is about 1,000 miles. At its deepest point the




sea is about 14,45) feet deep.

The Mediterranean is a sea of many islands
and isiand groups. The largest islands are Si-
cily, Sardinic, Corsica, Crete, and Cyprus,

The salt content of the Mediterranean is
higher than that of the Atlantic Ocean and the
Black Sea. One reason for this is the sonny
¢limate, which speeds up the rate of evapora-
tion. Ancther reasen is the small number of
freshwater rivers that empty into the 8§ega,
Imperiant rivers that flow directly info the
Mediterranean are the Ebre, the Rhong, ithe Po,
the Tiber, and the Nilie.
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May Saturday

Important birthday:

Robert Browning (&HFs 1812—138%), English
poet

Johannes Brahms {Hir#sis 1833—1897), German
COMPOSET

Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky (&2 =233 1840—
1893}, Ruasian composer

Rabindranath Tagore { 2% % 1861—1341), Indian
poet, writer and philosopher

Eugene Onegin

(MHHER - BREE)
This opera was first per- .
formed in Moscow in Rnssia
in 1879,
It is based on a poem by the famous poet




Aleksander Pushkin, It takes place in St. Pefer-
shurg about 1815, Tatiana and Olga are singing
to their mother, Madame Larina, when Lenski
and Eugene Onegin arrive. Lenski is in love
with QOlga, and Tatiana with Onegin. Later,
Tatiana, sleepless, writes to Onegin, telling
him how much she loves him. But Onegin, in
responding to the letter, teifls Tatiana that he
18 not the man for her apd she mast forget
him. ]

At Tatiana’s birthday bail Onegin pays
attention to Olga. This arouses Lenski’s jeal-
ousy. The men quarrel, and Lenski challenges
Onegin to a duel, The duel takes place, and
Lenski is Eilled.

Six years later, Onegin attends a zreception
at- Prince Gremin’s palace and is astonished to
learn that the beautiful Princess Gtemina is
Tatiapa. He knows now that he loves her. He
sends her a message, and they meet. Onegin
pleads for her love. Tatiana wavers, for she is
gtill in love with him, but gains c¢ontrol of
herself and finally sends him away forevetr.

The music of this opera by Tchaikovsky
iz considered one of the preatest in the world,




