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Mult-culture II

Task A . Warm up

with these words and phrases

initiative the first movement or action which starts something happening

protocol the ceremonial system of fixed rules and accepted behaviour
used esp. by representatives of governments on official
occasions

kibun a Korean word meaning inner feelings

humility the quality of being humble

courtesy polite behaviour; good manners

slurp to move or drink with the sound of noisy sucking

smack to open and close one's lips noisily, esp. as a sign of
eagerness to eat

periphery a line or area that surrounds or encloses something; outside
edge

perceptiveness the ability to perceive well; keen natural understanding

disparage to speak about without respect; make someone or something
sound of little value or importance

assumption something that is taken as a fact or believed to be true without
proof

impropriety the quality or state of being improper; an improper act

unification the act or result of unifying; uniting

elicit to succeed in drawing out fact, information, etc. from
someone, esp. after much effort

affront an act, remark, etc., that is rude to someone or hurts their
feelings, esp. when intentional or in public; insult




Unit 1 when in Rome, Do as the Romans Do

Task B Listening Comprehension

Listen to the tape recording and fill in the blanks
Social Customs in South Korea

In much of Asia where crowding is a problem and there is little personal space,
Koreans create an (1) . In order not to embarrass someone when you approach
a room where your host may be resting casually, you do not knock on the door or
“see” the person. Instead, cough to announce your presence and wait until you are

invited in. In Korea you  (2) , using specific protocol: The senior of the two
acknowledges not having previously met and suggests introduction, both bow and state
names barely audibly, for names are very personal, and  (3) . Keep hands in full

view, not behind the back or in pockets.

Relationships are central to nearly every aspect of Korean life, and kibun is one of
the most important factors affecting business and relationships. One must display
__(4) inorder not to disturb kibun — or business will not continue. Relationships
are vertical and one must know status and position in order to give proper recognition to
others. Elders, for example, are given  (5)  unlike in the United States. If these
social rules are violated and kibun is lost, you can become a “nonperson” who is
unworthy of any consideration!

The host ~ (6)  to the guest; women are seldom included in business
entertainment. Most entertaining is conducted at bars and restaurants. When eating, show
appreciation by slurping soup or smacking your lips. A healthy belch is a sign of
satisfaction. (7) on the bowl means you are resting; on the table signifies being
done. To clean the plate implies the host did not have enough food and you may embarrass
him. The host will encourage you to eat more food, and a firm refusal is expected.

To Korean businessmen,  (8) . They begin on the periphery of an issue and
subtly and delicately narrow the focus. Direct discussion of a proposal is considered rude
and will usually lead to failure. Impatience is considered a personal fault, and negotiators
move with  (9) , and perceptiveness. Extreme modesty is expected on the part of
both parties, who modestly decline compliments. Some may even make disparaging
remarks apout family members. Western business people are sometimes puzzling to
Koreans who have trouble understanding how contracts can be made  (10)  that the
future will be predictable and stable. Not so the Koreans! They gamble that conditions will
remain stable, but if not — the agreement is no longer binding! Changes in the economy,
political environment, and personal situation may  (11)  without a sense of impropriety.
A written contract may have little value also, though this is changing.

Good topics for conversation include Korea’'s ~ (12) , sports such as baseball

and the Olympics, and the host's company and children. Avoid conversation on such
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topics as domestic politics, unification with the North, socialism, Japan, trade issues,
Communism, criticism of the government, and the host's wife. Show respect to elders,
listen carefully to what they have to say, and do not interrupt. Generally avoid loud
conversation or loud laughing. Be careful not to insult others by ~ (13) .

Remember that “yes” does not mean agreement — it is similar to our saying, “I
hear you,” or “I| understand.” To say “no” is considered rude. A person may
therefore say “yes” and not  (14)  or apparent agreement. To preserve your
good feelings, they may also tell you what they think you want to hear rather than admit
they don't know something. Laughter may indicate amusement, but can also cover
hurt, shock, or embarrassment.

Gift giving is done for strategic purposes in business: to establish obligation, gain
advantage, or  (15) . Koreans are very skilled at forming relationships that create
obligation, and that can be a problem for Westerners. Returning a gift is an affront, but
perhaps better than not to fulfill an obligation.

Task ¢ True or False

Listen to this passage again. These are some statements for you to judge whether
they are true or false according to the speech. Choose T for true, and F for false.
Questions 1 =10 are based on the passage:
T/F 1. Koreans don’'t pay much attention to privacy because it's too crowded there.
T/F 2. When two people meet in Korea the younger one should introduce himself first
to show politeness.
T/F 3. If one wants to do business with Koieans he must display humility, honor and
respect before Koreans.

T/F 4. In Korea women are usually not included in business entertainment.

T/F 5. Koreans like to entertain their guests at home.

T/F 6. Laying the chopsticks or spoon on the table means you are resting.

T/F 7. When a guest is encouraged to eat more food he’d better refuse.

T/F 8. When discussing business with Koreans you'd better put forward your proposal

directly in order to save time.
T/F 9. It's polite to praise the host's wife in conversation.
T/F 10. To return a gift from a Korean is considered an insult.

11 @*‘{Speaklng

E—

Task A Situational Dialogue 1

Speak out what you've just heard from the tape in your own words.



Unit 1 When in Rome, Do as the Romans Do

The following words and phrases may help you with your job:.

-« boundary for privacy e take the initiative to
e business and relationships e entertainment =
e flattery is a common strategy * on the assumption that
e topics for conversation e gift giving

Situational Dialogue 2

Hitch hiking

Suppose you are hitchhiking through the US during the vacation. Now you are in a
car and talking with the motorist who picks you up. The motorist asks you some
questions and gives you some advice. You're supposed to cover the following
questions or structures.

» Where are you going?

s Where are you from?

e Would you like some advice?

e I'd suggest using a sign with your destination printed on. And also you should
avoid the big highways.

The following words and patterns may help you with your job:

e as far as you can take me e TIlibe getﬁngoffat Omaha.
= Tliride with you that far. e it you don't mind-
‘e head for e in big, bold letters

- e Hitchhiking is illegal on interstate highways. popular

s dangerous -

Notes: To hitchhike is to travel by getting rides in other people’'s cars, usu. by
standing at the side of the road and signaling to drivers. Despite the dangers
and inconveniences, many people do hitchhike, every day, all over the world.
Many are not there solely to save money (it can work out costlier than public
transport when food, accommodation, and time are factored), but because
they love to hitchhike. USA-style hitchhiking employs a thumb pointed positively
into the air or jauntily in the desired direction of travel. In some countries you
casually hold out an open palm or a few fingers, or even flap your hand like a
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little bird wing. In other places only eye contact is required. Nearly everywhere
women hitchhikers need only to find some shade, sit on their packs, and try to
work in a postcard before a Mercedes screeches to a halt.

Task C Role-play Activities

Attending Parties

Form groups and work with your classmates. Dr. White is holding a dinner party at
home. He greets Mr. Zhang, a Chinese from Sichuan who is working at the university
as part of an exchange, at the door and introduces him to Mr. Smith. They talk for a
while, then Mr. Smith introduces Mr. Zhang to Mrs. Brown. They talk about Chinese
food, the climate here and about swimming in the lake. Finally they say farewell to each
other. You will perform a role-play. A. Mr. Zhang, a scholar from China; B. Dr.
White, the host; C. Mr. Smith, one of Dr. White's colleagues; D. Mrs. Brown, another
guest. You're supposed to cover the following questions or structures:

s Have you been to China ¢
« How do you like it here ?
+ Where in China are you from?
» Have you heard of Sichuan *
* How are you getting along here?
Now, please form groups and start the role-play.
The following words and patterns may help you with your job

s to be here on an exchange from China faculty member

*

e teach Chinese and study English e spicy food

e climate ' e g lovely campus

e swimming at the lake ‘ e I've got to be going
* enjoy talking ‘ < e drop by

Notes: In America, if you are invited to have dinner at one’s home, usu. you should
arrive at the time you've been invited to, or within five or ten minutes after that
fime. If you are very early, in most cases it would be better for you to wait,
since the hostess may be busy until the last moment preparing the meal. If you
find that you're going to be more than 15 minutes late, you should telephone
your hostess and tell her when you will be arriving.
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Multiple-choice

Here are some passages followed by multiple choice questions. Read the
questions first, and then the passages. Complete the multiple choice questions.

Getting along with Germans

By MONA MORT

Science is international. And so it follows that one perk of an academic job in the
United States is attending conferences in intriguing places like Japan, where, as a
graduate student, | discovered that | could fall in love with a foreign place and its
people. It was on a post-conference field trip, a tour of the lakes near Mt. Fuiji, where
something happened that led eventually to the long period of my professional life that |
spent in Germany.

But Japan came first. Standing on a dock in the early morning mist, excited about
getting a sample from a Japanese lake, | may have neglected to check the knot in the
rope attached to the plankton net, | don't know. What | do know is that when | tossed the
net out over the water it was not attached to the rope in my hand — a limp rope was what
| held as | watched the white and silver of my net fall farther from view into the green
water. And then ... And then, the next thing | saw was my Japanese host — who had
been leading us on a tour of “his” lakes — flying through the air, fully clothed, jumping
into the lake and diving for my net. Need | say that | was shocked, surprised, and
touched all at once, and from that moment felt a strong bond with the Japanese.

Now, as you may already know, visiting a country as a conference participant or
tourist is quite different from actually trying to live and work there. But | didn’'t know that
when, in the final year of my dissertation work, | received an invitation to do
postdoctoral studies at the Max Planck Limnological Institute in northern Germany, part
of the system of national research labs. | think it was the warm memory of the chivalry of
my Japanese host that prompted me to say yes without reservation — yes | can, and
am eager to work in a country other than the United States.

What started out as a 1-year postdoctoral fellowship turned into 5 years spent
working in Germany's research labs and university system. During that time, | was
again and again to experience the same warmth and gratitude toward my German hosts
that | had felt on the day [ stood on a dock looking at Mt. Fuji in the distance. The
setting was different, but the thrill of connecting with foreigners was the same.
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| could go on for many days about my experiences in Germany. But there are two

interrelated thoughts about that time working outside of the United States that I'd
particularly like to share here with “Next Wave” readers. The first is that when working
in a foreign country you really are “not in Kansas anymore” and that can be a good
thing ( a quote from the film “The Wizard of O2 " (1939)). But with the ying comes
the yang, so be prepared for difficulties in adjusting while you are there and when you
return to the States.

. What does the word “perk” in the first line of paragraph 1 possibly mean according

to the passage?
A. Advantage.

B. Disadvantage.
C. Extra work.

D. Burden.

. Why did the writer go to Japan according to the passage?

A. To go sightseeing.

B. To visit a friend.

C. To attend a conference.

D. To go to Mt. Fuiji for research work.

. Which of the following statements is false according to the passage?

A. The writer's tour to Japan was very enjoyable.

B. The writer was moved by the Japanese passenger who jumped into the lake to
save his net.

C. The writer went to the lake for some research work.

D. The writer's journey to Japan caused her to accept the invitation to work in
Germany.

How fong did the writer stay in Germany?

A. One year.

B. Five years.

C. Six years.

D. Not clear.

. What impression does the writer have toward Germans according to the passage?

A. Warm-hearted.
B. Helpful.

C. Moving.

D. All of the above.

As graduate students, we in the American university system recognize that science
an international affair, but what | don't think we realize is that academic systems in



