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1. SpaceShipOne

How could you like to take a rocket ship into space? The flight this
week that won the ten million dollar Ansari X Prize could launch new
chances for space travel. Faith Lapidus explains —oh, and if you would
like to buy a ticket , you might have to save money now.

On Monday, a rocket plane named SpaceShipOne' entered the part
of space just above the Earth’s atmosphere®. It was released from an
airplane over the Mojave Desert in California. Pilot Brain Binnie was at
the controls. It was the second flight of SpaceShipOne in six days.

To win the ten million dollars, a spacecraft had to be built without
govenment help. It had to make two flights within two weeks. And cach
time, It had to reach a height of one hundred kilometers. It also had to
carry the pilot and cnough weight to equal® to offer rides into space two
passengers. Burt Rutan designed SpaceShipOne. His company, Scaled
Composites, built the rocket plane in an effort to win the X Prize.

Peter Diamandis is an official with the X Prize Foundation. He says
the prize was an effort to do for space flight what early prizes did to
build the airplane industry. The goal now is to develop lower-cost space
vehicles, like SpaceShipOne.

British businessman Richard Branson has an agreement with Burt
Rutan and Paul Allen, Mister Rutan’s business partner. Mister Branson
will pay for the right to build rocket planes similar to SpaceShipOne. He
will also start a new company to offer rides into space. The company
will be called Virgin Galactic.

#L L W) F 1
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Mister Branson wants Virgin Galactic 10 offer two-hour space

riders. The price of a ticket? 1t could be as much as one hundred ninety
thousand dollars.

%% Note

. SpceShipOne K737 i
2. atmosphere K "{J
3. equal f1%0Y

. Reading Comprehension

How much does a ticket to space cost? _
A. $190,000 B. $1,900,000

C. $1,000,000 D. $10,000,000
To win the right to travel in space, what requirements should the

spaceship fill? __

A. The spaceship should successfully get the financial support from
the government.

B. On average, the spaceship can make a successful travel to space
every week.

C. The spaceship can fly up to 10,000 meters.

D. The spaceship has to carry the pilot and two passengers.

Richard Branson ___ -

A. was the man who designed SpawShlpC’ne

B. was the pilot who controlled the spaceship in the first flight

C. is a British businessman who wants to start a new company to
offer rides into space

D. is the boss of Scaled Composites company



‘What is the present aim of the X Prize foundation?

_A. To encourage businessmen to start a company to build spaceship.

B. To help the investors 1o build the airplane industry.

C. To develop space vehicles at low costs.

D.To provide financial support for space flight.

What can we infer from the passage? o

A. A desert is a fit place to launch a spaceship.

B. SpaceShipOne can make two space travels every week.

C. Peter Diamandis is an official who will run a company to offer
rides into space.

D. Both A and B.

#8 & B4R



b2k AL o A 1

2. Mother’s Day

Sunday, May Eighth, is Mother's Day in the United States. It is a
special day when Americans honor' their mothers. Faith Lapidus tells us
about it.

Writer Julia Ward made the first known suggestion for a Mother’s
Day in the United States. That was in eighteen seventy-two. She said it
should be a day to celebrate peace. For several years, she held a yearly
Mother's Day meeting in June in Boston, Massachusetts.

Mother’s Day as it is celebrated now began with a woman named
Anna Jarvis. She started a campaign® for a national obszrvance’ in the
early nineteen hundreds. She wrote thousands of letters to public
officials. She urged that the second Sunday in May be declared® Mother s
Day.

In nineteen fourteen, President Woodrow Wilson and the United
States Congress® finally agreed.  After that, the second Sunday in May
became a day to express love for mothers throughout the country.

On Mother’s Day, children of all ages give their mothers special
gifis. Popular gifts include flowers, jewelry or candy. Children also do
nice things so their mother will not have to do any work on her special
day. They might bring her breakfast in bed or clean the house.

Children who no longer live at home may travel to visit their
mothers on Mother's Day. The whole family may go to a restaurant for
a holiday meal. Children who cannot be with their mother on the holiday

send a special card with a message of love. They also call their mother



on the phone to wish her a happy day. Mother’'s Day is one of the
busiest days of the year for telephone use in the United States.

So, you may ask, do Americans have a special day to honor their
fathers? The answer is yes. Father's Day is in June, but that is a story for
another time!

i

+¢ Note

1. honor ¥ffif

2. campaign iz #h

3. observance ¥\

4. declare i i

5. the United States Congress 5 [8 [€ 22

. Reading Comprehension

1. Which statement is correct about Mother's Day?

A. Mother’s Day is celebrated in the United %talcs on May l"lghth

every year.

B. The first modern Mother’s Day happened in cighteen seventy-
two.

C. Writer was the first who suggested there should be a day to
celebrate peace.

D. Modern Mother's Day began with a writer named Julia Ward.

2. The word urge in the third paragraph can be substituted by

A. advise strongly

B. require

C. command

D. order

L8
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The first modern Mother's Day happened = years away
from the first one to celebrate peace.

A ld B. 40

C. 42 D. 50

The following can all be the most popular gifls except _
A. flowers B. candles

C. jewelry D. candy

Besides presenting gifts to mothers, what else do children always

do to express their love?

A. The whole family may go to a restaurant for a holiday meal.

B. Children who stay with their mother send a special car with a
message of love.

C. They also call their mother on the phone to wish her a happy
day.

D.Both Aand C



3. Pale Male

Pale Male and Lola are red-tailed hawks', large hunting birds that
cat small animals and other birds. Pale Male® built a nest’ on the side of
a tall building, This is a building where people live in apartments that
cost millions and millions of dollars. It is across the street from Central
Park, a nature arca in the middle of the city.

Pale Male arrived in nineteen ninety-three.  Since then, he and his
mates have raised more than twenty young hawks. Thousands of people
have watched the activity. The hawks became movie stars.

But recently, the people who own the building decided they no
longer wanted the nest on the side of their property’. They said they
were tired of finding dropped remains® of pigeons and other creatures
near the front of the building. They ordered workers to take down® the
nest. They also ordered the workers to fix the building so the nest could
not be rebuilt.

Other New Yorkers immediately began to protest.  Hundreds of
people demonstrated’ outside the building along Fifth Avenue. The story
of Pale Male made news far beyond New York. People around the world
wrote letters of protest.

We are happy to report that the building owners quickly changed
their minds. They ordered workers to undo the changes® to the building.
so the hawks can rebuild their nest,

Bird watchers say Pale Male and Lola continue to fly around the

arca. They have been seen several times where their nest used to be.
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However, the bird watchers say the two hawks have not yet begun to
rebuild their home.

"4 Note
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. red-tailed hawk £T 12

. Pale Male Hi¥E2T FE R
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. remains F& il

. to take down ff i

. to demonstrate 713 i,

. to undo the changes % & 1151

Reading Comprehension

We can guess that the building where the ncst was built is
Central Park.

A. far from

B. near

C. on this side of

D. beyond

., Pal Male built the nest and since then he and his

mates haveraised _~ young hawks.

A. More than ten years ago, more than twenty

B. More than ten years ago, twenty

C. Ten years ago, morc than twenty

D. About twelve years ago, more than twenty



The owner of the building had the nest taken down because

A they were tired of hearing the birds’ cooing

B. they were tired of the birds flying around

C. they were tired of noticing dropped wastes of the birds
D. they were tired of finding the birds flying nearby

All the following statements are false except

A. only New Yorkers began to protest

B. only Americans began to protest

C. not only Americans but people around the world began to
protest

D. all the New Yorkers began to protest

From this report, we can infer _ .

A. more and more people have realized the importance of the pro-
tection of wild birds

B. less and less people have realized the importance of the protec-
tion of wild birds

C. all the people have realized the importance of the protection of
wild birds

D. more and more people have taken too much care of wild birds

L&
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4. Texas Rangers

Our question this week comes from Addis Ababa, Fthiopia. Desta
Terefe would like 10 know about the Texas Rangers'.  There is a team in
baseball with that name. But our listencr means the famous group of law
enforcement officers, Over the years. those Texas Rangers have been the
subject of books, movies and television programs.

In the city of Dallas, at Love Ficld Airport, there is a large statue® of
aman. On his head is a cowboy hat. On his hip® is a large pistol’. His
hand is not near the gun, but it is easy to tell that he could reach for it
quickly. Near the bottom of the statue are the words “Onc Riot’, One
Ranger!”

The Texas Rangers is one of the oldest law enforcement
organizations in North America. The first group was organized in
cighteen twenty-three.  In the early history of the state, the Texas
Rangefs acted somewhere between a police force and a military force,
Their main task was to protect settlers from Indian attacks.

Today, the main job of the Texas Rangers is to investigate and
capture wanted criminals®. They do this by working with federal, state
and local law enforcement agencies.

About one hundred eighteen officers work as Texas Rangers. They
are divided into a headquarters” group, six companies® of Rangers and a
special team that investigates unsolved crimes.

Those who want to become a Texas Ranger must not only have

police experience. They must also have at lcast eight years® experience



dealing with major crimes’. It is not unusual for two hundred police

officers to apply for'" one or two openings'' in the Texas Rangers.

:‘;; Note

I. Texas Ranger M i %%
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Reading Comprehension

There havebeeniotsof _~~~ about Texas Rangers.
A. novels

B. films

C. TV programs

D. All the above

All the following statements are false except
A. the Texas Rangers is a part of army

B. the Texas Rangers is a part of National Guards

C. the Texas Rangers is a part of local police

D. something between a police force and a military force
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