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Preface

In the fifth year of this new century, the first regional comprehensive museum in Hai Dian
District celebrated its highly anticipated grand opening. The establishment of this museum
has been long overdue and the grand opening of Haidian Museum is much welcomed news
to many of the archaeology and history professionals and enthusiasts.

Since the reforms of Chinese economy , especially since the Chinese State Council approved
policies to accelerate the development of Zhong Guan Cun Technology Park in 1999, the
district of Hai Dian has become the most active and most productive region of Chinese economic
and technological development. Economic prosperity also encouraged people to put more
resource in cultural and spin'tua] pursuit. To accommodate the many ancient relics and numerous
historical findings, there are more than a dozen museums already been established in Hai
Dian District. However, these museums all concentrate on their specialized areas. The
establishment of Haidian Museum as a comprehensive regional museum is particularly
meaningful in that it reflects the many aspects of Hai Dian District, including history, geography
and recent development.

The project of the Museum of Hai Dian District started in 2003. Though it took only two years
to open its door to the public, the preparation work for the museum has been started as early
as 1970’s. The district history and culture office has been acquiring and accumulating antiques
and relics for the past 20 years. The museum now has over 6000 items(sets) that include
china ware, precious metal ware, jade ware and other categories. The items are dated from
Neolithic period to Ming, Qing and more recent periods. The work of the past years has built
a sound foundation for the establishment of Haidian Museum today.

The precious museum items are heritage that belong to our society in general. Displaying and

sharing the cultural and historical treasures is as important as preserving them. To serve this




~ “displaying and sharing” purpose, the museum organized and published this illustrated “Haidian
Museum” book. |
This book includes photos for 90 items (sets), among them are 25 china wares, 20 jade
carvings, 44 gold, silver or copper wares, and 1 mural. These items are dated to be from
Three Kingdoms period, Tang, Song, Liao, Jin, Yuan, Ming and Qing periods.
The several important aspects of this book are:
(1) The great majority of archaeology findings were unearthed within Hai Dian District,
and most of the items are from tombs of different periods. Often, relics were accompanied
by tomb inscription which provided relevant historical information. For example, the Wang
tomb mural of Tang Dynasty was unearthed in 1991, in Ba Li Zhuang of Hai Dian District.
The inscription of the tomb provided information on his life story and social background
of his time.
(2) Many of the archaeology findings reflected the importance of Hai Dian District in history.
This region used to be the hub of transportation between Central China and Northern China.
(3) Some relics have special political significance. For example, the items from court eunuch
grave are very representative of the eunuch politics in Ming Dynasty.
This illustrated “Haidian Museum” book is the concentration of work and achievements of the
past 20 years. Its publication will have a significant contribution to the historical and cultural
research of Haidian District.
Jimin Lu
September, 2005
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White-glazed bowl, Xing ware
Tang dynasty
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White glazed bowl

Liao dynasty
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White-glazed pillow with design showing

children in play, Cizhou ware

Song dynasty




